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SNAP TOIT: 
Ade Edmondson 
will be playing 
Captain Hook 

in his first-ever 
pantomime 


‘Jack of all Ades’ - 


“ Jack of all trades” (his own words), 
li cimoncson’s career has been been long 
and diverse, but Peter Pan is his first-ever 

tomime role. 
The 52-year-old is probably best-known for 
his roles in legendary TV sitcoms such as The 
Young Ones, Bottom and Filthy Rich and 
Catflap, but he is also a stand-up comedian, 
author (of a novel and scripts), West End per- 
former, music video director, chart-topper and 
ap opera star. ; 
Bers most recent TV appearance was earli- 
er this year when he was runner-up In the ITV 
cookery reality show Hell's Kitchen. He has 
since spent most of his time on the road with 
his folk/punk band The Bad Shepherds and 
is touring until just a couple of weeks before 
panto rehearsals begin in mid-November. : 
But how did Ade ever get to be in panto in 
i lace? ; : 
eosakt “My agent sent me an email saying 
he was sure the answer would be ‘no’. lve 
taken my kids to see many a rubbish panto 
and so many of them just get a soap star and 
make them do pop songs with new lyrics 
about Cinderella. But | asked to see a script of 
a previous one and was impressed with what 
Emily and Paul were trying to do. | went to 
meet them — she got so excited when she told 
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e they’d got a new crocodile — and this one 
one cat en | thought, | want to do that, | 
wanted to be eaten by the new crocodile. 

“In the Young Ones and Bottom there was 
always this childish excitement about theatri- | 
cal stuff. In the Bottom tours we used to have ggg 
loads of big props - like being chased around 
the stage by a wild boar on some tracks. 

“I Jove the Victorian-like reliance on 
mechanics. | love the idea of a revolving 
Neverland Island. It all appeals to me. It’s 
just something | wanted to do. 

Ade was also won over by the 
promise that he could write much of 

his character’s script. And there was 
an added attraction. “Peter Pan is a 
cracking story and Captain Hookisa 


fantastic character. I’m looking forward - 


mping myself on the role,” he said. 
ees is OO tod at the prospect of working 
Se “Ue is a comedy icon, a talented 
performer and an extremely funny man. 

“Qver the years, the Marlowe panto has © ql 
built a reputation as being one of the best in ' 
the country; with Ade on board, | think this 
will be our funniest ever. Who'd have thought 
that Vyvyan from the Young Ones would end 
up doing the Ghost Gag routine? 
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SHOW MUST GO ON: Marlowe’s Mark Everett 


HE Marlowe, like most region- 
al theatres, regards the annual 
pantomime as the most impor- 
tant show in the year. It’s not 
hard to see why. 

The panto has for some time been the highest- 
attended show of all those the Marlowe puts on 
each year. 

For example, more than 81,000 tickets were sold 
for Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs last winter. 
This was 30 per cent of the 270,000 tickets sold 
throughout that year, and a record-breaker. 

Similarly, the panto makes a huge contribution 
to the theatre’s income and overall financial 
health. Snow White sold more than £1.1million of 
tickets. The income the Marlowe earned from it 
was some 43 per cent of the total from all the 
other shows. 

And all this over just eight weeks out of the 52! 

For me, however, it’s not just about money and 
‘bums on seats’, vital though those factors are for 
any theatre. I believe the annual panto is impor- 
tant for other reasons. 

Firstly, it is a genuinely accessible form of enter- 
tainment that all ages and sorts of people can 
enjoy. Secondly, panto offers a great opportunity 
for young people to experience the magic of live 
theatre for the first time. 

Panto gives them everything: drama, comedy, 
music, dance, stage tricks and magic. 

Therefore it was important to keep the 
Marlowe pantomime going over the two-year 
period when there isn’t a Marlowe Theatre. The 
only question left was where to do it? 


Fabulous 


The idea of the Marlowe Theatre Arena came 
from visiting the pantomime put on by the Bury 
St Edmunds Theatre Royal when it was closed for 


: refurbishment. 
\ They used a large tent in the grounds of a local 
~\ country house and kept their audiences coming 


over the two years of the theatre’s closure. I 
thought we could do the same in Canterbury and, 
fortunately, the closure of the Marlowe in early 
1 2009, coincided with the council deciding to move 
the coach park from Kingsmead, thus freeing up 
a central site with good access and a hard stand- 

ing for the temporary venue. 
Having secured the site, the rest is business as 
‘| normal. Our good friends Paul Hendy and Emily 
Wood at Evolution Productions will produce what I 
am sure will be a fabulous production of Peter Pan. 

This will take place in a modern arena structure 
that will be heated, have comfortable seating, 
toilets (more than the old Marlowe) and good 
facilities for drinks and sweets. The rest is just a 
matter of selling the tickets. 

So, although there is no Marlowe Theatre, 
panto will nevertheless remain live and well in 
Canterbury. 

By Marlowe Theatre Director Mark Everett 
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A We help you to save cash with our free guide 


T'S WOOLIES ... 
NOT AS WE KNOW IT 


i BY NICK AMES 


yourkenttv.co. )-UK 


THE iconic Woolworths stores are 
set for a high street comeback — 
with Faversham in the running for 
the first outlet. 


Less than ten months after the brand closed 
all its stores nationwide, a new chain dubbed 
“Son of Woolworths” is set to fill the void. 

Alworths will sell everything from picture 
frames, toys and stationery, to pick ‘n’ mix, 
with its first stores opening next month. 

The grand opening on November 5 will be 
100 years to the day since Frank Winfield 
Woolworth unveiled his “five-and-dime” con- 
cept in Britain, with his first shop in Liverpool, 
after its huge success in the USA. 

Competing with Faversham for the honour 
of having the first store back in action are 
Didcot in Oxfordshire and Wokingham in 


HARVEST: See the journey of hops from a aii 
to pint of Shepherd Neame brew. Search ‘beer’ 


COMPETITION ................... PAGE 13 Berkshire, according to business sources: 
LETTERS..............0.0.0... PAGES 14-15 The old Woolworth’s store in Faversham is 
LEISURE ........... 2s. PAGES 16-44 piace ania couctenner ep hasta At ai 
SPORT .................0.02.. PAGES 58-59 15-year lease on the building. 


It is unclear whether the store would be 
sited in that building or whether entrepre- 
neurs would look for other premises, but staff 
at BK said they had not been approached. 

The new chain will be headed by Andy 
Latham, the former head of stores and conces- 
sions at Woolworths. 

It is believed he has drawn on family connec- 
tions in the Middle East to finance the plan. 
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Enjoy our delicious awowA oy 
wimning MAlom cuisine Sly i ounge 


RITISH Sunday Lunch © TAKEAWAY SERVICE 9 Mon thus MMA Banc Boca 
hd Bee Buffet FREE DELIVERY Evening Banquet Lunch 12.00pm - 2.30pm Evening 5.30pm - 11.30pm 


76 Preston Street | Faversham 
See our full menu at www.spice-lounge.net 


12 noon - 3.30pm Adult £8.95 for Faversham & surrounding 
etter. Children (under 12}£3.95 _ villages ON ORDERS OVER £15 L\IS 


WHAT'S ON & WATCH 


yourkenttv.co.uk 
TOP TV CLIPS 


Exhibitors from all fields of the industry showcased their 
skills at Construction Expo 2009. Search ‘Expo’ 


See the spectacular launch of Peugeot's new crossover 
3008 vehicle. Search ‘Peugeot’ 


Paws in the Park at The Hop Farm is the biggest show of 
it's kind in the country. Search ‘Paws’ 
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Residents 


car wash site 
facing closure 


BY NICK AMES 


A POPULAR car wash 
established by a family flee- 
ing the war that engulfed 
the former Yugoslavia is 


threatened with closure. 

The car wash was founded by 
Kosovan Valon Parallangaj and cur- 
rently provides work for five people, 
all from the former Eastern Europe. 

He admits he was unaware of UK 
planning laws when he leased the 
site, which used to be a garden cen- 
tre but was derelict. 

However, he applied for retrospec- 
tive planning permission from Swale 
council, which was not forthcoming. 

A petition with 150 signatures has 
been raised by locals who want to see 
the business survive. 

Mr Parallangaj said: “The business 
is doing well and provides for five 
families who would otherwise be 
forced to rely on benefits. 

“Tt has built up by word of mouth 
and we have a very good reputation 
locally.” 

Mr Parallangaj employs several 
family members as well as another 
worker from Poland at the business, 
which is on the Macknades 
Crossroads, a few hundred yards 
along the A2 outside Faversham in 
the Canterbury direction. 

Faversham resident Martin Bellis 
helped to organise the petition and 
has taken up the case. 

He said: “At times of economic 
hardship, councils should be looking 
to ensure that people are kept in 
work — not thrown on to the dole. 

“This is a thriving business and it 
is threatened with closure, which 
will benefit no-one. 

“T have heard councillors said it 


Highway , 
Services 


PETITION: Valon Parallangaj, who set up the 
car wash, has the support of 150 residents 


was an area which should have no 
development — well on the same side 
of the road and very close is a mas- 
sive lorry parking site used by Kent 
County Council vehicles. 

“It was a garage in the past and 
then a garden centre — if the car 
wash is closed we will have another 
derelict site which will be a target for 
vandals.” 

A statement from Swale Council 
said: “The proposal for change of use 
to a hand car washing facility is not 
suitable or acceptable in this coun- 
tryside location. 

“The site is outside the defined 
built-up area of Faversham and 
employment uses in this location 
should be appropriate for the rural 
location.” 

A spokesman added that the 
authority has a procedure in place to 
appeal against planning decisions. 


The wonder of 
Alworths makes 
debut in town 


CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 

Business insiders say while the 
Alworths name is new, the products it 
stocks will be familiar. 

“We are talking about this being a 
Woolworths by another name,” said 
an insider. 

The original Woolworths brand 
name and logo were sold for £12 mil- 
lion several months ago to the Shop 
Direct Group, owned by the Barclay 
Brothers. 

A spokesman for Shop Direct, the 
online retailer, said any developments 
that appeared to “come close” to the 
territory occupied by its brand 
Woolworths.co.uk would be “closely 
looked at” but added that action 
would not be taken “for the sake of it”. 

Although more than 60 per cent of 
the 807 former Woolworth stores are 
already re-occupied — predominantly 
by budget chains such as Iceland and 
Poundland — there are likely to be up 
to 50 more Alworths store openings in 
the South Kast in the coming year. 

A large number of Alworths staff 
are likely to be drawn from the ranks 
of the 30,000 Woolworths employees 
made redundant when the chain 
went into administration at the end of 
last year. 

Other names suggested for the new 
stores by former staff included 
Worthit, The People’s Store and 
Britworths. 

Laurence Young, of the Faversham 
Enterprise Agency, said: “This is real- 
ly fascinating news and once again 
shows the high regard in which 
Faversham is held by the national 
retail industry.” 


Round Britain sailor 
recognised by award 


DISABLED yachtswoman Hilary 
Lister has been named Vitalise 
Woman of Achievement 2009. 

Hilary, 37, from Selling, gained the 
award in recognition of her work pio- 
neering disabled sailing. 

This year she became the first dis- 
abled woman to sail solo around 
Great Britain. 

She said: “’m overwhelmed to 
receive this award. There are so many 
talented women here today that to be 
singled out is really humbling. 

“This award is special to me 
because it’s from Vitalise. They are all 
about empowering disabled people.” 

‘Tve spent my career saying we 
need to take the ‘dis’ out of disability”. 


For information and advice on travelling in Kent and for 
all our traffic regulation orders, please see the Kent on 
Saturday or the Kent on Sunday or visit our website at 
www.kent.gov.uk/highways 


Cortie star Michelle 
Signs up for hootcamp 


SOAP star’ Michelle 
Keegan has been getting 
mucky with a former 


Marine on a fitness drive. 

Exercise fan Michelle, 21, who 
plays glamorous Tina McIntyre in 
Coronation Street, had a weekend of 
army-style fitness training with girl 
pals. 

Running, sit-ups and boxing were 
among the work-outs undertaken by 
the group at the GI Jane Bootcamp 
in Sittingbourne. 

Organiser Sharon Smith said: 
“Michelle really got stuck in and was 
covered in mud after one session, but 
that was part of the fun. 

“And having a hunk of a Marine in 
charge meant the girls gave it their 
best effort.” 

The camps are organised at vari- 
ous locations across the county and 
are named after the movie GI Jane - 
starring Demi Moore - which tells a 
fictional story of the first woman to 
undergo training in the elite US 
Navy Seals. 

They are held on a one-week basis 
and promise a lifestyle changing 
basis — and the chance for women to 
drop one dress size as well as 
improve their overall fitness levels, 
look at their diet and examine how 
best to keep in trim. 

Sharon got the idea for her rejuve- 


Candidate's 
inquiry into 
sludge smell 
continues 


TORY hopeful Gordon Henderson 
has been carrying on his investiga- 
tions into the smell which blighted 
Swale this summer. 

The Conservative parliamentary 
candidate for Sittingbourne and 
Sheppey has spoken to the 
Environment Agency about the 
noxious smells that spoiled the 
summer for many people in the 
Sittingbourne and Sheppey area. 

Among the issues discussed at 
the meeting were the procedures 
for registering exemptions for the 
storage and use of paper and 
sewage sludge and how the use of 
sludge is monitored and by whom. 

Mr Henderson also learned 
something about the way in which 
sewage sludge is processed and 
how its use is governed. 

Mr Henderson said: “It was a use- 
ful meeting, and I am much more 
aware of the processes involved in 
the use of paper and sewage sludge 
for agricultural purposes. 

“‘T am satisfied that the 
Environment Agency and Swale 
council did as much as possible 
within the limits of the regulations 
with which they are governed.” 


BY NICK AMES 


nating lifestyle training regime after 
going on a similar course in 
Hereford last year. 

She said: “I wanted this to be a dif- 
ferent experience for women.” 

The action-packed training sched- 
ule provides boxing, core training, 
war games, assault courses, running, 
power walking, skipping, riding, vol- 
leyball, netball and water activities. 

“Put in the effort and you will see 
a significant loss in weight and inch- 
es,” Sharon said. “It’s not a prison for 
ladies and no-one will force you to do 
anything you are uncomfortable 
doing. But you'll be amazed at what 
you actually can achieve.” 

Last month Michelle was voted 
sexiest female at the Inside Soap 
Awards, beating stars from 
Emmerdale and EastEnders to win 
the title. 

She said she was surprised as her 
character was usually “covered up” 
but also said how happy she was on 
a day-to-day basis. 

The actress said: “You should see 
me when I’m not working. I’m 
always dressed down in a pair of 
jeans and Ugg boots. 

‘Tm really happy with the way my 
life is going. I still pinch myself 
everyday. I feel so lucky to be doing a 
job I love.” 
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Jewel thief 
caught in US 


A CROOK who used his charm to bam- 
boozle his jailers into helping him escape 
from a Sheppey prison has been arrest- 
ed in the US. 

Juan Carlos Guzman-Betancourt used 
his good looks and charm to steal from 
wealthy guests at luxury hotels. 

He was picked up 
by US border guards 
in the north eastern 
state of Vermont after 
entering the country 
from Canada. 


The 33-year-old & 
Colombian nation- \ 


al, who has been ' 
likened to master 
US conman Frank 
Abagnale, por- 


trayed by actor Leonardo DiCaprio in 
the film Catch Me If You Can, was iden- 
tified using fingerprint analysis. 

Guzman-Betancourt, pictured above, 
escaped from Standford Hill open prison 
four years ago. He had been serving a three- 
and-a-half-year sentence for thefts from the 
Mandarin Oriental, the Dorchester, the 
Four Seasons and the Savoy. 

He escaped when he persuaded guards 
that he should be allowed to attend a 
dentist appointment alone. 

At his trial in London, prosecutors at 
Southwark Crown Court described how 
the conman would identify a wealthy 
victim staying at a high-class hotel, wait 
for them to go out, then impersonate 
them to receptionists pretending to have 
lost his room key card. 

Once inside, he would ring reception 
claiming to have forgotten the code to 
the safe, which he would then empty. 

Guzman-Betancourt stole at least 
£150,000 of jewellery, cash and other 
goods in Britain alone, and worldwide, 


GI MICHELLE: The actress really got stuck in at the Sittingbourne exercise camp 


Winston at Elmley 
to shoot scenes for 
anti-knife crime film 


ACTOR Ray Winstone has been 
shooting scenes at Elmley Prison for 
an anti-knife crime film with the 
father of murdered Harry Potter 
actor Robert Knox. 

Colin Knox, from 
Greenhithe, has cam- 
paigned against knife 
crime since the death of 
his 18-year-old son last 
year. 

Rob died after being 
stabbed five times outside 
the Metro bar in Sidcup. 

As well as calling for 
tougher penalties for 
knife-carriers, Mr Knox 
decided to make a film and take his 
message to the big screen. 

Cold Kiss is being produced by 
Aaron Truss, who used to work with 
Rob, and its director is Nirpal 
Bhogal. 

Mr Winstone, pictured, famed for 
performances in films such as Scum, 
Nil by Mouth, and Sexy Beast, has 
waived his fee. 

Mr Knox said getting the film star 


on board made a big difference. 

“Some people think two guys met 
up in a pub, had a drink and decided 
to get together and make a film,” he 

said. 

“But it wasn’t like that 
at all. This is a scripted, 
15-minute, high-quality, 
short film. 

“When Ray agreed to 
take part I was so excited. 
It’s important we get the 
message out, but once we 
got Ray on board it was 
the cream on the cake.” 

Mr Winstone already 
had links to the Knox fam- 

ily. Rob and his brother, Jamie, had 
acted alongside him in King Arthur. 

Earlier this year, Colin and Sally 
Knox, who are separated, travelled 
to Downing Street to meet Prime 
Minister Gordon Brown and Home 
Secretary Alan Johnson. 

They handed over a letter outlin- 
ing their proposals for all knife-carri- 
ers to face a mandatory six-month 
custodial sentence. 


his six-year international crime spree 
could have netted him up to £500,000. 


20% OFF 
until 31st October 


Opening Hours 
Mon-Sat 9.30am-6pm 


Tel: 01634 818 988 
Mob: 07854 728 526 


11 Church Street, Chatham ME4 4BS 


IN BRIEF 


Man denies murder in 
stabbing of teenager 


A MAN denied murdering Faversham 
teenager Adam Beaney when he appeared 
at Maidstone Crown Court on Friday. 
Ricky Mount, 21, of Edward Vinson Drive, 
Faversham, will go on trial on January 18 
next year. He was remanded in custody. 
His mother Maxine Liddle, 44, of Lewis 
Close, Faversham, denied assisting an 
offender by disposing of a knife and clothing. 
She was released on conditional bail. 
Mount is alleged to have killed Mr 
Beaney, 19, with a single stab wound at 
Faversham recreation ground on May 30. 


Lifeboat brings stricken 
yacht safely into port 


SHEERNESS all-weather lifeboat went to 
the rescue of a yacht which suffered engine 
failure off the coast of Sheppey. 

The vessel Aquila had been en route from 
East Anglia to Queenborough with one per- 
son onboard, a man in his 40s from London, 
when she broke down on Saturday at 2pm. 

She had suffered engine failure about 4.5 
miles north-east of Sheerness but was safely 
bought into port by the rescue vessel. 

She was taken in tow for Queenborough 
Harbour, where she was secured. 


Police search for thieves 
of roadworks generator 


POLICE are appealing for information 
about the theft of a generator stolen from 
roadworks in Dunkirk. 

The yellow generator was being used to 
power the temporary traffic lights on 
Boughton Hill, which were being used to 
kept traffic flowing during the works. 

It was taken between 9am on September 
15 and 9am the following day. 

Call Sittingbourne Police Station on 01795 
419182 or Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 


Arts and crafts to go on 
sale at latest church fayre 


ST MICHAELS Church in Sittingbourne 
holds its second craft fayre on Saturday. 

Items available will include hand-sewn 
goods, paintings, pottery, wood-turning, 
teddy bears, lace-making, jewellery and 
cards. For children there is a make-and- 
take stall run by the church’s Brownie and 
Guide leaders. 

The fayre will take place from 9.30am to 
3.30pm. Twenty stalls are already booked. 


Micks 


When the public are consulted on what they want 
the police to do, we often hear the phrase “more 
bobbies on the beat”. Do you think this is a realis- 
tic request and that it even helps to cut crime? 


Lorraine Bryant, Herne Bay 


My researchers have carried out extensive 
work with the people of Kent to enable us to 
understand their concerns. 

It is clear one of the top priorities is around 
the visibility of those tackling crime, and I 
believe the solution comes from a mix of roles 
within both the police and the local authori- 
ties. We also use our Neighbourhood Teams of 
police officers and Community Safety Units to 
carry out patrols on foot. That means they are 
able to have direct contact with the public. 


Why is Kent Police so keen on neighbourhood 
task teams? 
H Talbot, Ashford 


The task teams are an essential part of neigh- 
bourhood policing but they also have a special- 


Put your questions 


As part of our behind the scenes look at the work of Kent Police, our 
Chief Constable Michael Fuller agreed to answer questions direct from 
readers through our pages. Here are a selection of your questions and 
there will be more answers next week. If you have a question email 
editorial@kosmediaco.uk and we will pass it on and print the answer. 


ist role in the tackling of anti-social behaviour. 

They deal with local priorities, set by the 
public. When the teams were first introduced 
as a trial in some areas of Kent they achieved 
a dramatic reduction in anti-social behaviour 
and a significant rise in public confidence. As a 
result they were then introduced across the 
entire county. 

This has achieved such success the Policing 
Minister came to Kent to see it in action and 
asked for a briefing from me to better under- 
stand how it could be used by other forces. 


What is the policy in terms of responding to inci- 
dents of low-level crime (car break-ins etc)? It 
seems too often friends report incidents only for 
no action to he taken and rarely even a visit from 
an officer. 


T Nugent, Sittingbourne 


We take all reported incidents seriously. These 
are dealt with on a case-by-case basis and 
assessed against the level of resources avail- 
able at the time. We have three criteria when 
making that decision: 


On the road to saving lives 


TRAVELLING at speeds in excess of 
120mph to emergency call-outs and 
arresting drunk drivers is an every- 
day occurrence for Kent’s Road 
Policing Unit, but for our reporter 
Anna White, a day with our traffic 
cops proved to be more eventful than 
she had expected 


WHILE spending an eight-hour shift 
patrolling Kent’s motorways and town roads in 
an unmarked police car, I expected a few 
motorists to be stopped, but within the space of 
just six hours on the roads, nine vehicles were 
stopped for various driving offences, most were 
fined and there was one arrest. 

During the first two hours Sergeant James 
Derham and PC Geoff Greenwhite fined one 
girl who was texting while driving at 70mph, a 
teenager who was talking on the phone while 
driving, a man for not wearing his seatbelt, and 
three men for speeding. 

Each of the speeding motorists was asked to 
sit in the police car to see proof of their danger- 
ous speed and to have the chance to explain 
themselves to the officers. 

The conversations between the officers and 
the drivers are all similar; the driver holds his 
hands up and admits driving too fast, accepts 
the fine and then panics about the possibility of 
losing their job and all the other consequences. 


MOTs 


Put us to the test 


Phone to make an appointment 


Micks MOTs Ltd Tel: 01634 827977 


17 Castle View Business Centre, Gashouse Road, Rochester 


The tone from the officers was friendly but 
serious as they ask what the need for going too 
fast was, and they reminded the drivers of the 
risks they are taking by driving dangerously. 

Sgt Derham said: “People are usually recep- 
tive when we stop them and they admit what 
they have done wrong, but you do get the odd 
one who wants to argue it. 


e 7 day service 
e Registered and insured 
¢ FREE estimates 


JM RUBBISH CLEARANCE 


Call: 01622 766094 
07764 939051 


“Sometimes people suggest we should be 
catching murders and other criminals instead 
of stopping people without a seatbelt, but our 
job is to save lives on the road.” 

To catch the speeding motorists meant hit- 
ting high speeds ourselves, but it was when the 
officers responded to an emergency call to a 
road collision that PC Greenwhite’s high speed 
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to our police chief 


e Immediate calls require an immediate 
response because there is a threat to life or a 
crime is in progress. 

e High calls are where a prompt response will 
locate an offender or prevent a crime. 

¢ Scheduled calls are for when response time 
is not critical and the best use of our resources 
means we can make an appointment. 

In the case of vehicle crime, burglary or 
theft, if the incident falls into the scheduled 
category then investigators carry out a tele- 
phone interview and pass the details to the 
local Crime and Incident Management Unit, 
where it is reviewed by trained officers. 

If they decide a face-to-face interview will 
help, or the victim is believed to be vulnerable, 
an officer will go to speak to them. 


Do you feel that the police are respected by most 
law abiding people at present or has the feeling 
of trust lessened over the years? 

Michael Dean, Folkestone 
When Sir Robert Peel founded the police serv- 


LAYING DOWN THE LAW: Opposite, Sgt Derham hands out a fine for texting while driving, while above PC 
Greenwhite speaks to the man pulled over because of a flat tyre, who ended up with a lot more to think about 


training really showed. Although the officers 
checked I was comfortable with speed before 
I got in the car, when we reached top speeds 
of about 120mph I was grateful to have a 
police hat to hide behind. 

But within minutes the emergency call was 
abandoned as another patrol had got there 
first and PC Greenwhite returned to normal 
speed... until the next time. 

He said: “It’s like the TV programme Police, 
Camera, Action and you just try to get there 
as quickly as possible. It’s what we are 
trained to do.” 

Near the end of the 2-10pm shift I had seen 
more than I had expected, but it was a flat 
tyre that proved the most eventful stop of all. 

Sgt Derham spotted the deflated tyre on a 
people-carrier-style car, which was heading 
toward Chatham, and he decided to pull the 
driver over to let him know. But as a proce- 
dure the officers ran a check on the vehicle — 
which showed the car had no MOT. 

While PC Greenwhite checked the car and 
talked to driver he smelt alcohol, and almost 
inevitably a breath test proved the driver was 
over the limit. He was arrested on the spot. 

The driver was taken to Medway Police 
Station, where it took two-hours to take a 
blood sample at the man’s request (at 
48mg/100 he was over the legal drink-drive 
limit of 35mg but if it’s under 50 the person 
can elect to have a blood or urine sample 


ice it was on the basis of ‘policing by consent’. 
This is still central to our approach to policing. 

Public confidence in us is the key measure of 
our success. If people are confident that we 
treat people fairly and with respect, that we 
know their priorities and we are dealing with 
them, then we feel we are succeeding. 

We feel it is important to monitor people’s 
perceptions of how well we are meeting these 
demands. The majority of Kent residents, 82 
per cent, say the police would treat them with 
respect if they had to contact them and 93 per 
cent of people say Kent Police is fair. In addi- 
tion, 85 per cent of victims are satisfied with 
the overall service they received from us. 

We are also working on being amongst the 
best in the country for dealing with the issues 
that matter to people in their area. 

We are focused on ensuring we know what 
matters to people, are dealing with these 
things and making people aware of the results 
of these actions. 

Public confidence in Kent Police has 
improved. We are now 18th out of 48 forces for 


taken) then process him before he was 
released on bail. 

In this case the man was dropped off at his 
home and then it was time to head back to the 
unit’s base at Coldharbour, in Aylesford, just 
outside Maidstone, but not before the officers 
stopped a male motorcyclist for travelling at 
more than 100mph, who will now be sum- 
moned to court. 

I found it an eye-opener to see how many 
people risk both their own life and the lives of 
others on our roads, but to Sgt Derham and 
PC Greenwhite it was an average shift catch- 
ing motorists who choose to break the law. 

Sgt Derham added: “We don’t just stop peo- 
ple for the sake of it, it's because we want to 
reduce the amount of deaths and accidents 
that happen on Kent’s roads. 

“We are the ones who have to tell the fami- 
lies their loved one has been involved in a col- 
lision or, even worse, died and that is not a 
nice thing to do. The message we are really 
trying to push is to take more care on the 
roads and save more lives.” 

The entire Kent Roads Policing Unit estab- 

lishment is made up of 147 officers with 25 
motorcycles and about 22 cars. 
e Police have confirmed that the man who 
gave a blood sample after he was arrested on 
suspicion of drink driving is due to appear in 
court later this month after he returned a pos- 
itive result. 


public confidence, and aim to be in the top 10. 
I feel this is something we can achieve. 


How well equipped is Kent Police to deal with 
online crime such as cyber bullying and fraud? 


Jeremy Holbrook, Canterbury 


Our Serious Economic Crime Unit investi- 
gates the criminal use of the internet. 

These detectives work alongside forensic 
experts who are able to obtain evidence from 
computers to show how criminals have used 
them. There is currently no offence of cyber 
bulling so prosecutions are brought under 
existing laws such as the misuse of communi- 
cations and harassment. 

When cases are reported, our Commun- 
ications Intelligence Unit works to provide the 
evidence to bring a prosecution. 

We also work closely with the finance and 
communications industries, not only to prose- 
cute those who misuse the internet but also to 
stop criminal activity and to promote respon- 
sible online behaviour. 


01795 425 022 


IMPORTANT TO YOU: Chief Constable Mike Fuller is 
answering your questions about policing in the county 
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Chatham saturday 5:24pm 57m =— 
= 6:25pm 54m HE'S A STAR: Winner Ivan Jackson, left, receives his 
6 d - - award from Forum manager Allen Forder 
over Saturday Way | 11) .UM 
I, 
Sunday 4:45pm 5.6m | | ta 
Dungeness — Saturday 3:34pm 73m Vai Ss a rea Ss r 
Sunday 430pm 68m 7 th it 
Ramsgate Saturday 3:59pm 46m I n e@ com mu nil y 
Sunday 5:15pm 43m : 
A MULTIPLE Sclerosis sufferer who has 
Sheerness saturday 5:13pm 54m helped others as a volunteer for 25 years has 
Sunday 6:14pm 52m been skaoaiae ue are og shopping cen- 
. tre’s Community Star Award. 
Whitstable saturday 5:13pm 5.0m The award recognizes the contribution indi- 
Sunday 6:15pm 47m viduals can make to people in Swale. 
Ivan Jackson, who has lived with MS for 26 
years, was nominated by the Multiple Sclerosis 
AROUND THE Society for his continued voluntary work with 
the charity, including being a trustee, vice 
WORLD YESTERDAY chairman of the Sittingbourne branch and 
serving on the national committee. 
Amsterdam 12°C | Madrid 26°C For the past ten years he has been a volun- 
Athens 25°C | New York 20°C teer for the Kent regional team, particularly 
Barcelona 26°C | Paris 14°C helping volunteers at branch level. 
aa o G Wendy Cork, Sittingbourne’s branch secre- 
ii ak za bern ane tary at the MS Society, said: “We are delighted 
Bombay 26°C | Sydney 18°C en i - : Agaca 
Cane Town 18°C | Tenerife 25°C Ivan has won the Community Star ward, and 
pe - . it’s great to see The Forum taking an interest 
Cardiff BC Tokyo 20°C in the community and championing societies.” 
Gibraltar 23°C | Vancouver 15°C Forum manager Allen Forder said: “Ivan is a 
Hong Kong 3P°C | Warsaw BC deserving winner of the award as he really is a 
Las Palmas 26°C | Wellington 10°C star in the community.” 
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QUESTION & ANSWER 


VERNON 


Q™ us a little about yourself. 


Ive lived in Rochester for the past 30 

years, I've been married for 28 years to 
Kathy, who works at the University of Kent, 
and I have one son, Tom, who is a profes- 
sional musician. 


What is your position within Medway NHS Trust and 
what does it entail? 

I chair the trust board, which is the key 
decision-making body at the hospital. 

It involves me working closely with the chief 
executive and the board on all major opera- 
tional issues which affect the development of 
the hospital. 


You played a key role in Medway gaining foundation 
trust status. What is this and why is it beneficial? 
Foundation trusts are a completely new 
kind of NHS organisation. They are 
about the NHS working more closely with 
its community, rather than being run by 
politicians in central government. 

They are still accountable to Parliament, but 
local people, who can become members, have a 
much greater say in running their local hospi- 
tal. There are two types of membership: staff 
membership and public membership. 

Staff automatically become members and 
anyone living in the UK and over the age of 14 
can become a public member. 

Members can attend workshops, take part in 


discussions, influence changes to services and 
elect representatives from the membership on 
to the council of governors, who then appoint 
the chair, chief executive and non-executive 
directors. 

Our status as a foundation trust is great 
news for Medway and Swale because it means 
that people using the hospital — not just those 
working in it — have a greater say in its run- 
ning and the types of services it offers. 


What are the best parts of your job? 


Working with a whole range of very able 

and dedicated people, as well as making 
a contribution to an organisation which is so 
vital to our community. 


And the worst? 


Taking tough decisions which have to be 
taken, but which you know cannot 
please everyone. 


What challenges does the trust face in the coming 
years? 
Obviously the likely restrictions on fund- 
ing which are the consequence of the 
banking crisis. 
But also the need to develop a strong focus 
throughout the hospital on improving the 
patient experience. 


el RAPP 


How confident are you that the trust is equipped to 

deal with swine flu? 

I'm very confident. We have plans in 

place, which are continually tested, 
revised and updated, to ensure that we can 
cope with any surge in demand for our serv- 
ices. This applies to any situation that may 
arise, not just pandemic flu. 


What do you like to do in your spare time? 


I'm a Gillingham FC season ticket hold- 
er. I enjoy all kinds of music, but I partic- 
ularly like my son Tom’s. 
His album [pictured above] has just been 
released and his stage name is Kid Harpoon. 
I also enjoy walking and travelling, and 
reading history and biographies. 


The Medway NHS Trust board chairman spoke to Simon Robinson about his role within Medway Maritime 


Hospital and his rock and roll son, Tom, who is better known to music lovers as Kid Harpoon 


You were concerned al 

drivers using mobile 

phones, speeding and 
drink/drug driving 


. Kent 


For actions on priorities where you live visit: www.kent. police.uk/ yousaidwedid 
To report non-urgent crime and anti-social behaviour, call 01622 690690 
" Police In an emergency, dial 999. For the deaf and speech impaired, text ‘Police’ to 60066 
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Deal Fire Station is 50 
years old... learn some of 
its history. Search ‘fire’ 


Warning: Too 
caffeine could kill 
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Savour this year's Eurofair 
and Kent Drink and Food 
Festival. Search ‘food’ 


OVERDOSE: Caffeine pills and energy drinks used to aid 
study could make you ill and put you in hospital 


The latest Kent news, sport, 
jobs, property and cars 
available on your mobile. 


Text KENTNEWS to 81800 


Service provided by g8wave London N7. 
Return texts are free. Standard network 
text rates apply. 
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Vintage Jaguar cars go 
through the Channel 
Tunnel. Search Jaguar’ 


YOUNG people who consume too 
many energy drinks or caffeine 
pills are risking their health and 
in extreme cases death, according 
to a campaign group. 


The warning comes after a KCA young per- 
son’s drug and alcohol worker became 
increasingly concerned by personal accounts 
of problems and worries from young people 
across Swale. 

One 18-year-old from Sheppey said: “An 
overdose of tablets gave me diarrhoea, heart 
palpitations and made me really shaky.” 


Energy drinks 


Mixing energy drinks with other sub- 
stances, such as alcohol, can cause hospitali- 
sation. 

A 16-year-old from Sittingbourne said: “I 
used to drink vodka and energy drinks 
together all the time but one night I just col- 
lapsed on the street, my heart was beating so 
fast and I was raced to hospital, I thought I 
was gonna die.” 

Zara Rahemtulla, KCA’s young person’s 
early intervention worker, said: “I noticed a 
sharp increase in discussion about the prob- 
lems associated with caffeine drinks and 
pills among some of the young people that I 
work with. 

“Despite a careful search, I couldn’t find 
much information about their effects, so we 
have developed a detailed briefing for our 
staff and other professionals to provide accu- 
rate information and clarify the risks 
involved.” 

There is also growing concern that high 
levels of consumption among a minority of 
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Discover the hidden 
passages of Ashford. 
Search ‘hidden’ 


i BY NICK AMES 


young people may be having an adverse 
effect on their learning and behaviour at 
school. 

Energy drinks and caffeine pills are wide- 
ly used to reduce drowsiness and as an aid to 
study and revision. 

The average 237ml energy drink contains 
80mg caffeine, the amount in energy 
tablets can vary from 25mg to 200mg. This 
compares to 100mg in the average cup of 
coffee. 

“When used as recommended, one energy 
drink or tablet is not hazardous for anyone in 
good health” says KCA’s director of research 
Neil Hunt. 

“Caffeine doses of 200mg or higher can 
cause unpleasant symptoms such as nausea 
or headaches. Other symptoms can include 
an abnormal heart beat, anxiety, panic, over- 
heating and dehydration. In rare cases, con- 
sumption of large numbers of caffeine pills 
has been fatal. 

“People may experience a ‘come down’ 
effect after consuming stimulant drinks or 
tablets as their energy levels will quickly 
deplete, leaving them tired and irritable. 

“Also, caffeine can react with some pre- 
scribed medicines. If you are taking pre- 
scribed medicines, it is advisable to consult 
your doctor about the safety of using energy 
drinks or caffeine pills.” 

KCAs advice is not to exceed recommenda- 
tions on packs of energy tablets and to be 
aware that combining energy drinks and caf- 
feine pills can lead to excess caffeine levels 
that can cause unpleasant symptoms. 
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link plans. Search ‘protest’ 
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CHARITY AUCTION: (From left) Patsy Dixon, Demelza’s 
Sarah Marsh and artist Ben Oakley at fundraiser event 


Hirst postcard 


delivers £2,000 
at Demelza event 


A POSTCARD designed by Damien Hirst 
raised £2,000 for Demelza House when it was 
sold off at a charity auction. 

The internationally-renowned artist was one 
of several people who donated work for the 
Sittingbourne-based children’s hospice at the 
Art and Soul Auction at the Hotel du Vin, 
Tunbridge Wells, last Wednesday evening. 

Mark Wallinger — designer of the White 
Horse sculpture due to be built at Ebbsfleet — 
also gave up a print that sold for £480. 

Work by Kent-based artist Ben Oakley sold 
for a total of £850. 

Organiser Patsy Dixon said: “It was a great 
evening with many art-buyers and supporters 
of Demelza House filling the auction room. 

“There was a great atmosphere and it was 
quite tense at times. 

“The bidding for the works by Damien Hirst 
was quite furious, and when the final piece 
raised £2,000 the room was filled with 
applause.” 

Money raised from the auction will go 
towards Demelza’s fundraising target of £7 
million. 
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THE BEST: Gordon Henderson, left, and Sioux Peto with the two winning entries 


Little artists’ angelic message 


THE two winning entries in this 
year’s Litter Angels competition 
are being displayed at a gallery. 

Children from across Swale 
took the opportunity to design 
their own posters showing the 
damage littering causes. 

They were split into two age 
groups for judging — five to nine- 
year-olds and ten to 13-year-olds. 

For the second year in a row 
both winners came from the 
same school. Bapchild and Tonge 
CofE Primary School took the 
honours this year after Regis 
Manor School swept the board 
last year. 

The winner of the five to nine 
category was Kathleen Rush, 
while Ashley Hudson took the 
prize for the older age group. 

The winning posters have been 
framed and are hanging in the 


Polka Dot Art Centre in London 
Road, Teynham. 

Every finalist will receive a cer- 
tificate, with the two winners get- 
ting a plaque and £25 of book 
tokens. Their schools will also 
receive book tokens. 

The prizes will be presented by 
Gordon Henderson, director of 
Swale Community Action 
Project, and Sioux Peto, chair of 
Swale Arts Forum, during an 
awards ceremony at the school 
later this month. 

Both said they were impressed 
by the standard of entries. 

Mr Henderson, who is also the 
Conservative parliamentary can- 
didate for Sittingbourne and 
Sheppey, said: “I would like to 
thank all the children who took 
part in this year’s competition 
and congratulate the winners.” 


Drainatic opportunities 
offered by new course 


i BY NICK AMES 


A SCHOOL has announced 
it will offer a new course to 
students which could open 
the door to a career making 


movies or TV programmes. 

Sittingbourne Community College 
is adding screenwriting for film and 
television to its syllabus. 

This course will allow students to 
express their own ideas when it 
comes to dramatic art and study the 
works of legends of the small and 
big screen. 

Pupils will be able to achieve an 
ABC level three award in the subject, 
which is equivalent to an A-level. 

The new course will start next 
September, but staff are expecting a 
high number of applications due to 
the nature of the studies and the lack 
of availability for such an award else- 
where in the county. 

Course tutor Kelly Hickey said: 
“The screenwriting course is such an 
exciting prospect for students. 

“As far as Iam aware there is noth- 
ing like this offered at a post-16 level 
anywhere else in the county. 

“This is a real opportunity for 
young creatives to sink their teeth 
into a challenging but rewarding 
subject, which will give them the 
skills and know-how to produce pro- 
fessional, industry-standard screen- 
plays. It is so popular that we already 


LEGENDS: Studying classic films such as Star Wars will help students express their own ideas 


have students on the waiting list for 
September 2010.” 

The full-time course will cover the 
technical and creative aspects of 
screenwriting. 

Kelly added: “The course will teach 
students screenwriting from all 
angles and give them the skills 
they need to take their knowledge 
into further education or industry- 
related jobs. 

“Being part of a Specialist Arts 
College means we are in a unique 
position to offer students on the 
course the best available resources 
and contacts. 

“We have access to some fantastic 
facilities here, including an editing 
suite, recording studio and drama 


theatres, and also hope to take the 
students on industry-related excur- 
sions and trips throughout the year. 

“My aim as teacher of the course is 
to offer students the best possible 
guidance and advice I can and help 
them develop their skills to the best 
of their ability. 

“We can also help with applications 
to industry-related careers, competi- 
tions and further education.” 

In addition to this, students can 
link up with other subjects to pro- 
duce and develop the films they 
write, for example, they can write a 
script, which the drama students act 
out, the film-making pupils record 
and the music students put the 
soundtrack to. 


SEND your schools news and pictures to yourswale@kosmedia.co.uk. You can also upload your video clips of schools events on to www.yourkenttv.co.uk 
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Church 


A UNIQUE display of con- 
temporary religious icons 
is to be held at the historic 
Anglican church of St 
Peter’s in Oare as part of 
the 2009 Canterbury 


Festival. 

Leading iconographers from 
around the world are sending 
works for inclusion in Divine 
Dimensions, which also features 
music and services from the 
Orthodox Church. 

A screen has been commissioned 
from local craftsmen, which will 
allow a traditional display of the 
images at the altar rail of the 12th 
century church. 

The screen symbolises the place 
where Heaven and Earth meet. 

Parish priest the Rev Carolin 
Clapperton said: “We hope that 
through art and music, people of all 
faiths and none will come to St 
Peter’s and find here a place of 
peace, a place for prayer and quiet 
reflection, and that the exhibition 
Divine Dimensions will indeed lead 
people into a sense of the divine.” 

The installation will be open to 
the public from 11am to 5pm each 
Wednesday to Sunday from 
October 17 to November 1. 

Divine Dimensions includes 
Eastern Orthodox Vespers, 
Gregorian Vespers, a Choral 


(@akosmedi; 


Evensong, an interplay of music 
and poetry readings in honour of 
Philip Sherrard, a writer who 
reflects the spirit of the exhibit, and 
an illustrated lecture by Sir 
Richard Temple, a leading authori- 
ty on icons and their symbolism. 

Icons are particularly associated 
with Eastern Orthodox 
Christianity and offer what some 
might find an unfamiliar depiction 
of sacred subjects. 

A wide range of styles will be 
included in the installation, which 
unlike any ordinary exhibition will 
be a living part of the work of the 
church. 


Grant 


It is thought this is the first time 
an Orthodox iconostasis has been 
installed in an Anglican church. 

The exhibition has been support- 
ed with a grant of £20,300 from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund. 

The installation is the idea of 
local artist Ann Welch, who invited 
fellow iconographers from this 
highly specialised field to submit 
their work. 

The twenty-three artists include 
the Russian master Sergei 
Taracyan, Irina Bradley, whose 
work has been displayed through- 
out Russia and_ worldwide, 
England’s Aidan Hart of the 
Prince’s School of Liturgical Art 
and Dr Stephane René, a leading 
neo-Coptic iconographer. 


art exhibition 
offers sense of divine 


Your chance to 
discuss issues 
face-to-face 


REFUSE collections, recycling and litter 
will be on the agenda when Swale coun- 
cil holds its first officer surgery tomor- 
row. 

The drop-in session for the public will 
be held at Faversham District Office in 
the Alexandra Centre between 2pm and 
4pm on Thursday. 

At the first session, Peter Chegwidden, 
the council’s waste minimisation and 
recycling officer, and Jonathan Longley, 
the council’s senior Streetscene officer 
will be available to talk to residents on a 
one-to-one basis. 

This will enable people to sit and talk 
through matters in a quiet and relaxing 
atmosphere, and on a more personal 
basis. 

The council said there are a number of 
advantages for residents. Not only will 
they be able to speak face-to-face with 
someone who can help them, but they 
may also benefit from any action result- 
ing from feedback that officers receive. 

Alan Turner, cleansing services man- 
ager, said: “Within the cleansing team 
we have always felt that being out 
among the public is a vital means of 
gauging opinion and concerns, especially 
when very local matters need to be 
understood. 

“We want to create a cleaner and 
greener Swale for everyone and we 
know that everyone wants this, and this 
is in addition to our work patrolling the 
streets.” 

Councillor Cindy Davis, executive 
portfolio holder for the environment, 
supports this initiative and said: “The 
plan is to run these surgeries on a regu- 
lar basis at all three of our offices. 

“This work will be in addition to our 
existing programme of work. Our offi- 
cers do give free talks to clubs, societies 
and other groups on request, as well as 
the work that they do with local schools.” 


POWERED BY 
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View 100s of our 
exquisite jewellery at 
www.yourkenttv.co.uk 
Just search for 


‘exquisite jewellery’ 


County education chief Sarah Hohler says the Government needs to take a broader view of Kent's schools... 


Another own goal with Balls 
Still playing political football 


YOU can always tell when a gener- 


al election is getting closer. 

Labour sends out its vanguard of ministers 
to act as knights in shining armour. 

They announce with confidence that, 
through their intervention, they will be able to 
correct all wrongs and save the world. 

Last month it was Ed Balls’s turn. He 
explained that an educational revolution had 
taken place and Labour's plan to eradicate 
failure was almost complete. Where targets 
had not been met, his advisers were working 
with education officials. 

Watching Mr Balls stigmatise schools 
brought to mind the phrase ‘There are many 
ways to skin a cat’. Should we be denouncing 
Kent’s education system and its schools in the 
National Challenge? I think not. 

I would suggest that rather than taking one 
arbitrary target, we put Mr Balls’s one statis- 
tic into a broader perspective. 

Almost 73 per cent of Kent students 


achieved five A*-C grades this year, about five 
per cent above the national average, and an 
improvement of 4.8 per cent on last year. 
Nationally, the rise in A* to C pass rates was 
only up 1.4 per cent. 

We have higher numbers of young people 
achieving five A*-C grades at GCSE than any 
other local authority. This includes English 
and maths and accounts for 51.9 per cent of 
the school population in Kent. 

Ofsted has deemed three of Kent’s National 
Challenge schools ‘outstanding’. A further 11 
have been judged as ‘good’. Kent has an exem- 
plary education system that produces excel- 
lent results. We realise every child is unique 
and that education is not ‘one size fits all’. 

Kent is bucking the trend, with a declining 
number of young people not in education, 
employment or training. 

We have been working hard encouraging the 
establishment of academies such as Folke- 
stone, Leigh and New Line Learning in 
Maidstone. We have also encouraged feder- 


ations between grammar and high schools. 

At King Ethelbert in Birchington, GCSE 
results (including English and maths at A*-C) 
were up 20 to 34 per cent this year. 

We are proud of all our schools. We are not 
afraid to intervene where it is required. 

We are confident that all our National 
Challenge schools are on track to meet the 
target by 2011. A third have already met it, 
which is excellent. 

We always welcome additional support and 
advice where it adds value and will discuss 
this further with the Department for 
Children, Schools and Families and our 
schools, who are all eager to work together to 
do the best for all children and young people 
in Kent. 

Thope Mr Balls will take up our invitation to 

visit Kent and see success in action. 
EDITOR'S NOTE: All blogs are supplied with full 
name and address of the authors. They do not 
reflect the view of the newspaper but are designed 
to give our readers the chance to air their views. 
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We want to hear your views 


EMAIL: Letters, comments, 
views (along with your name) 
to: yourswale@kosmediacouk 


TEXT: then your 
message to: 81800 (please 
remember to include you name) 


el 


there is a story in your area you think we 
should be covering contact acting editor 

on or email him 
the address above. If you want to be the 
next Swale blogger then all you have to do is 
submit an article to us (of around 500 words) 
and email it to the editor. And don't forget, for 
all the latest news and video from your town 
log-on to 


foe) 
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e to The Editor, Yourswale, KoS Media, Apple Barn, 
Hythe Road, Smeeth, Ashford, Kent TN25 6SR. 


We cannot guarantee all articles will be published and all are at the editor's discretion 
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competition 


gan hour of pampering heaven 


WE ALL lead busy lives and 
sometimes forget to take time 
for ourselves to recharge our 
batteries and make us feel 


human again. 

At The White House we try to remove 
the stresses and strains of day-to-day 
living so you feel reinvigorated and 
ready to face life’s challenges again. 

The White House in Deal offers a 
unique experience compared to most 
health and beauty salons, by providing 
highly-trained staff, qualified in a range 
of services and 
treatments, which 
would normally 


only be found in large commercial spas. 

The comprehensive list of treatments 
include hair styling, massage, facials, 
manicures, pedicures, nail art, body 
wraps, stone massage, chiropody, podia- 
try and waxing. 

All of the body treatments use 
Pevonia Botanica, which is world- 
renowned for its natural ingredients. 

The White House is also privileged 
to be the only salon in Deal to use and 
sell the luxury hair products by 
Kerastase, Paris. 

Every effort is made to make each 
experience unique, including the 
contemporary décor inside the 
building, based around a bou- 
tique chic spa salon. 

New to The White House is the 
luxurious experience of a moor 
mud body wrap, perfect for peo- 
ple with muscle and joint aches 

and pains, as well as those suf- 
fering from arthritis. 

This amazing competition is 

perfect for anyone who feels 
»~ they deserve more time to 
themself or who wants to look 
good and feel great. 

The first prize is a one-hour 


prescriptive facial, personalised to your 
skin type. The winner will also receive 
up to £100 worth of Pevonia products to 
continue the treatment regime at home. 
(Total prize value is £140). 

We also have three runner-up prizes 
of a 30-minute mini facial together with 
a Pevonia gift box containing an age- 
defying cream and concentrate. These 
products soften fine lines and slow the 
aging process. (Total value of these 
prizes is £60 each). 

Visit www.whitehousekent.co.uk for 
more about the range of treatments 
available or call 01304 389922 and 
make some time for yourself. 

To enter, simply answer the question 
below and send your entry on a post- 
card along with your email address (if 
applicable), name, address, and daytime 
telephone number to White House 
Competition, KOS Media, Apple Barn, 
Smeeth, Ashford, Kent TN25 6SR. 

The closing date is October 31, 2009. 
Question: Where is the White 
House? 

No purchase necessary. For full terms and condi- 
tions visit www.kentnews.co.uk, or call 01303 
817073. 


If you do not wish to receive any literature please 
write ‘no literature’ on your entry. 


Buy, tickets online and save 20%" 
Offer ends/31/ October 2009 
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Join us this October for 


Normal extraece fee eppiees - 20 additional charge 


Enjoy the fun at Howletts and Port Lympne, 
come to our totally wild ‘Gorilla Month’ 


Enjoy the following on your visit 


Howletts 


See many of the worlds rarest animaks 


Gorilla themed talks, walks and feeds 
Meet the keepers — ask your gorilla A? Nr Ganterbary. 
Hore of the Alncan Experience Satars.** 


Jct} off the M20 


questions for our daily G24 

Purzies and interesting facts to learn 
Daily FREE craft workshops 

WIN a golden ticket to feed the qonilas* 


Enrichment workshops 


08447855) 


Register for email updates at www.totallywild.net 


your 


TALC TIME 


ANDREW 
RICHARDSON 


The finds manager 
at Canterbury 
Archaeological Trust, 
on the preservation 
of finds at a mass 
Anglo-Saxon grave in 
Sittingbourne and how 
the public can see more. 


What was discovered? 
There were 228 graves uncovered and they dated from 
the sixth and seventh century. 

We also found a large number of glass items and beads, 
as well as iron items, such as the remains of swords, 
shields and spearheads. 


And work to preserve them is still going on isn't it? 
Yes, that's right and it is being carried out in public. Usually 
this sort of preservation work is done behind closed doors 
in amuseum somewhere but we have volunteers and pro- 
fessionals working in what used to be a shop in The 
Forum. Anyone who is interested is invited to go along and 
see the work for themselves. 


What exactly is going on? 
The items are being cleaned up and stabilised - in some 
cases they have to be removed from the soil in which they 
were embedded. 

We have a team of volunteers who are all supervised by 
experts. They are doing the work and it is expected to last 
some time. 


Other objects are already on display though? 

That's right - they are on show in a shop front opposite 
the temporary laboratory, again this is in The Forum shop- 
ping centre. 


Nazi was a poor 
choice of word 


It would be a great and unforgiv- 
able shame if the word ‘Nazi’, the 
name of one of the vilest, most 
murderous and cruel political 
movements in recent history, 
were to be devalued and trivi- 
alised by its use as a weak-mind- 
ed, off-the-cuff insult in a minor 
tiff about cycling. 

Perhaps Mr Wright should 
read a book occasionally and, as 
a journalist, consider his words 
more carefully. 


Adrian Rowland, by email. 


Blogger needs to 
get over himself 


I cycle regularly as it is the easi- 
est way to get around town. 
Little did I realise that my use of 
a mode of transport would make 
me any type of “Nazi”. 

If the author could get past his 
obsessive loathing, which must 
be doing nothing for his blood 
pressure, and actually investigat- 
ed the recommendation in the 
report he is citing, he would find 
that the change would only place 
onus on the motorist in civil law 
(not criminal). 

Thus where the cyclist is at 


LETTERS: PI cd your letters in to us at Yo le, Apple Barn, Smeeth, Ashford, 
6) ease send your letters in to us at Yourswale, Apple Barn, Smeeth, Ashfor 


Kent TN25 6SR 


TEXT: Why not text your view/letter/comment for Yourswale to 81800 text SWALE followed 
by a space your name and your view/letter/comment. Messages cost 25p plus standard network 


= 


charges. Service provided by g8wave London NZ 
‘ EMAIL: Email your letters to us at yourswale@kosmediaco.uk 


© PROGR Fem te CL T# Chee eee 
ee 
ne ee 
© Oem ey) CnEERY PENN 0 reENPEEE oY 


fault, the cyclist would be found 
at fault. This really isn’t too diffi- 
cult to understand, and I doubt it 
would suddenly make me reck- 
less — the pain of a crash with a 
car somewhat outweighs civil 
legal considerations. 


I would urge Mr Wright to try 
cycling from time to time. It can 
be quite therapeutic and might 
even help in the anger manage- 
ment issues from which he 
appears to be suffering. 

Although, unfortunately, I 


doubt cycling could help the 
quality of his journalism. 
Stow, comment posted on blog at 
wwwyourmaidstone.co.uk 


What about all the 
uninsured drivers? 


Gary — if you’re writing this non- 
sense in the vain hope of landing 
a shockjock job at your local 
radio station, think again. 

Cyclists are this week’s 
Muslims, or single mums, gays, 
lesbians or Jews, or whoever peo- 
ple like you, the ‘Angry 
Tendency’, take exception to. 

Your readers will know that 
three people a week — pedestri- 
ans, cyclists, motorists, passen- 
gers — die at the hands of unin- 
sured drivers. 

Now if you care about road 
safety you might want to consid- 
er that, and you might want to 
vent your spleen in the direction 
of the man who buys a car for 
fifty quid, and doesn’t bother to 
maintain it, MOT it or insure it, 
knowing full well that it's cheap- 
er to see it crushed, and pay the 
£200 fine. 

Have a nice day, or, if it’s not 
happening, have a lie down... 

Simon Legg, comment posted on blog at 
wwwyourswale.co.uk 


Poor taste to say 
we just want cash 


Regarding your assertion that 
cyclists would take advantage of 
“Mr Truck driver’ for compensa- 
tion is in extremely poor taste 
indeed, given the fact that in 
London alone, so far this year, 
ten cyclists have died as a result 
of being hit by HGVs. And how 
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many have received compensation? 
None. In fact, if you kill someone 
while driving, regardless of the vehi- 
cle, chances are you'll be looking at 
nothing more than a slap on the 
wrist and a maybe a couple of points 
on the licence if you’re unlucky. 
Life is cheap indeed if you're a 
cyclist or pedestrian on UK roads. 
Helen Booth, comment posted on blog at 
wwwyourmaidstone.co.uk 


Cyclists should take 
more care on roads 


Your comments regarding cyclists 
are in my experience quite true, 
many times have I seen cyclists rid- 
ing through red lights or the wrong 
way down a one-way street and 
even on pavements — terrorising 
pedestrians. 

I do think they justify it to them- 
selves in some way and so perhaps 
by getting them to contribute finan- 
cially to the upkeep of roads, they 
might take the laws that car drivers 
and motorcyclists abide by, seriously. 

Tm not anti-cyclists by the 
way and I’m not anti-smokers — 
they should be able to enjoy what 
they do in the same way that 
drinkers can. 

Clare Read, comment posted on blog at 
wwwyourmaidstone.co.uk 


Is this smart water 
the stuff of magic? 


It sounds like magic, how does the 
SmartWater get on to the rubbish? 
Basil James, comment posted on web story 
at wwwyourswale.co.uk 


How much is it and 
where do I get it? 


This SmartWater sounds an inter- 
esting tool in stopping flytipping, 
but I have a few questions about the 
duty of care in using it and its avail- 
ability. Does the householder have to 
purchase the SmartWater or the dis- 
posal contractor? 

If so, how much does it cost and 
where can it be obtained? Does it 
work on every surface? 

Richard Valentine, comment posted on web 
story at wwwyourswale.co.uk 


Some of the recipients of grants and awards (from top left) 


They give 


Enforcement officers 
do the work for you 


SmartWater solutions are sprayed 
on to the waste by enforcement offi- 
cers on behalf of the resident. 
Once dry this is invisible to the 
eye unless exposed to UV light. 
Flytippers will not know if the 
waste they are carrying is coated 
with SmartWater, and will run the 
risk of being caught. 
Melanie Hill, comment posted on web story 
at wwwyourswale.co.uk 


Texting £3 can make 
all the difference 


I would like to thank your readers 
for helping to make the World’s 
Biggest Coffee Morning a success. 

We hope to generate more than 
£200,000 from the event in Kent 
and every penny makes a difference 
to people living with cancer. 

It’s not too late to make your cup 
count as we have new a service for 
you to make a £3 donation by text 
message. Why not donate the cost of 
your coffee? Text ‘BREW’ to 70123. 

Donate £3 and make a difference. 

Laura Thornton, Kent fundraising manager 
for Macmillan Cancer Support, by email 


You can give 


A must have for every home 


Tf VolIuTion I MVanNUG 


Ewbank have been producing non-electric carpet sweepers for over a 
century and their products are still regarded as the best in the world. 

This Evolution Il manual carpet sweeper is no exception. Just as you 

would expect, it is lightweight and easy to use. It needs no electricity 
and is an easy and convenient way to clean your carpets and floors 

at a moment's notice. 


The Evolution Il is available in silver for £29.99 and 
makes a perfect companion for your vacuum cleaner. 


Just £29.99 


OS For more information call 


0845 165 1004 
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To advertise in 
this section 


01303 817150 


www.kentcf.org.uk 


‘Too good to be true? A charitable investment with a potential increase of 245% that supports your local community 
now and for future generations. It’s true. In the hands of Kent Community Foundation the value of your charitable 
donation can be increased by an immediate 245%. 


‘To hear more about this opportunity please contact Keziah Cunningham on 01303 814500 or email: ceo@kentcf.org.uk 


Since 2001, Kent Community Foundation has distributed over £10 million in over 4,500 grants to voluntary groups, charities, organisations and 
individuals benefiting literally thousands of individuals across Kent. This has been made possible by the generosity and support of a growing number 
of private and corporate Fund-Holders and Foundation Members who have recognised the benefits of giving through Kent Community Foundation. 


Patron: Allan Willett CMG, Lord Lieutenant of Kent 


The 245% increase is based on a net personal donation by a higher rate tax payer (40%) and matched by Government’s 


Office of the Third Sector Grassroots Endowment Match Challenge. 


Chairman: Peter Hardy 
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Registered Charity No. 1084361 


KENT 


COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION 


John Childs & Associates have years of experience 
in gaining hundreds of successful planning 
applications and building regulations for our clients, 
ranging from modest single storey extensions to 
detached new build residential dwellings. 


Telephone for 
details of our 


01622 812868 


enquiriesfajohnchilds.com 
www.johnchilds.com 


Call us now to book your 


CHRISTMAS PARTY 


Dates available throughout December 
Prices from £26.95 per person 


Special accommodation rates available. 
All space and rates subject to availability 


Please call us on 01622 632 006 


Marriott Tudor Park, Ashford Road, Bearsted, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 4NQ 
0 


mhrs.tdmas.conferenceandevents@marriotthotels.com 
www. marriotttudorpark.co.uk 


GREENFIELDS 


SHOOTING GROUNDS 
STAG/HEN PARTIES 


Save £25.00 per person on normal prices 
Min 8 persons £40.00 for 25 shots 
£45.00 for 50 shots. 

Min 15 persons £40.00 for 50 shots 
includes full instructions, use of guns, 
ammunition and hearing protection 


For more information or to book, please call 


01227 713 222 


HAVE A GO Every Sunday Morning 
25 shots with a qualified instructor for only £12.50 
Greenfields Shooting Grounds, Sturry Hill, 
Sturry Nr Canterbury, Kent CT2 ONG 


sales@greenfieldsshooting.co.uk 
www.gteenfieldsshooting.co.uk 


(WWW-.WILDTRACKSKENT.CO.UK) 


OFF ROAD KARTING 


CHILDRENS PARTIES 

INCLUDING OFF ROAD KARTING, 

RIFLE SHOOTING, 4X4 RIDE AND FOOD 
OFF ROAD KARTING 
EVERY SUNDAY 10.00 - 13.00 
(MUST BE PRE BOOKED) 
PRIVATE OFF ROAD KARTING SESSIONS 
FOR INDIVIDUALS OR GROUPS 


T: 01227 363 323 E: enquiries@truegripoffroad.co.uk 
www .truegripoffroad.co.uk 
Greenfields Shooting Ground, Sturry Hill, Sturry, Canterbury, Kent CT2 ONG 
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Little Shop of Horrors show arrives from the West End 


A GREEN-fingered shop 
assistant gets blood on his 
hands when he discovers a 
very special carnivorous 


plant. 

The enormously popular Little 
Shop of Horrors visits Kent this 
week, direct from a successful season 
in London’s West End. This funny, 
family-friendly musical will capti- 
vate audiences with its unforgettable 
songs, colourful characters and its 
giant animatronic, man-eating plant. 

Dancing on Ice star Clare 
Buckfield plays the delicious Audrey, 
while former EastEnders actor Alex 
Ferns stars as the deranged dentist. 

Damian Humbley steps into the 
shoes of downtrodden Seymour, a 
floral assistant who believes he will 
never win the heart of beautiful col- 
league Audrey. But one day, just after 
a sudden eclipse of the sun, he finds a 
mysterious plant and takes it home. 

The unusual speci- | 


men does not 
respond to the nor- ‘ 
mal horticultural 


routines and looks 
as if it might | 
die, despite 
Seymour’s 
most tender 
attentions. 
When he ac- 
cidentally pricks 
his finger and 
draws blood, the 
plant’s enthusi- 
astic response 
appears to solve 
the mystery. 
But as Aud- 
rey II grows 
bigger and 
bigger, how 
long can 
Seymour keep 
supplying the 
carnivorous 
plant with 
fresh blood? 
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Running until Saturday, October 10 
Assembley Hall Theatre, 
Tunbridge Wells 


Written by Alan Menken and 
Howard Ashman, this wickedly 
funny musical has become a huge hit 
when it opened off-Broadway in 
1982. Based on the darkly comic 
1960 film, the stage version won sev- 
eral awards and inspired a new 
musical film four years later, 
although the movie made several 
changes to the storyline. 

Rick Moranis played Seymour and 
Steve Martin gave an unforgettable 
turn as the sadistic dentist, Orin 
Scrivello, while Levi Stubbs voiced 


— 
ia 
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the bad-tempered, R&B-loving 
Audrey II. 
Despite the technical 
challenges _ pre- 


sented by the 


as: 


a 


plant, Little Shop of Horrors is very 
popular with amateur dramatic 
groups and schools. This enduring 
success is probably due to the show’s 
black humour, catchy songs and the 
larger-than-life personality of its vil- 
lainous star. 

Ferns, who plays Scrivello, became 
the man viewers loved to hate when 
he played abusive husband Trevor 
Morgan in EastEnders. 

He made an abrupt exit from the 
soap in 2002 when Trevor was killed 
in an explosion. 

Buckfield rose to fame in Grange 
Hill and 2.4 Children before moving 
on to other acting roles. She won new 
fans when she came second in the 
2007 series of Dancing on Ice and 
now shows off her singing and danc- 
ing skills as soft-hearted beauty, 
Audrey. 

Tickets are priced from £14.50 to 
£29.50. To book, phone the box office 
on 01892 530613/532072 or alterna- 
tively visit the website at www. 
assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk. 


with 


JANE CONNOLLY 


Email jane.connolly@kosmedia.co.uk 


DAVE LEE 
Friday, October 10 


Hempstead House Hotel, Sittingbourne 


LOCAL legend Dave Lee is hitting the road oe 
to raise money for two good causes this | 


autumn. 


The highly popular comedian usually gives 
an annual comedy show at the Marlowe 


Theatre in Canterbury, but it has been put on 
hold for a couple of years while the 


Canterbury theatre is closed for redevelop- 
ment. Anyone who is missing their fix of Lee 
humour can still see him in action during the 


Dave Lee Comedy Dinners. 


Taking place at venues across East Kent, 
the events will give fans the chance to enjoy 
a three-course meal, games, an auction and 
entertainment from the funny man himself. 


There will also be the opportunity to ask Lee 


questions during the evening. 


Organised by the Friends of the Marlowe, 
the events’ proceeds will go to the New 
Marlowe Theatre Development Trust and 
Dave Lee’s Happy Holidays charity. 

The event starts at 7pm for 7.30pm and 
tickets cost £39.50. To book call David 
Roberts on 01227 772969. Two more comedy 


dinners will be held at venues in Dover and 


Canterbury during October. 


BEN SANDS (& 
Wednesday, October 14 eg 
The Chimney Boy, Faversham 


WITH a musical heritage in 
his family, Ben Sands has 
become a respected per- 
former in his own right. 

Born on a small farm near 
the Irish village of 
Mayobridge, in the foothills of 
the Mourne Mountains, 
Sands was the fourth of seven 
children. The family had a 
long history of music, singing 
and storytelling, while his 
father Mick was a real charac- 
ter whose songs, stories and 
fiddle-playing were legendary. 

His mother Bridie was a 
fine singer and accordion 
player, but she also had two 
other claims to fame — her 
father was the noted Burren 
poet, Owen Connolly, and 
her mother was related to 
the Bronté family. 

Life on the farm was 
enhanced by music and their 
family home became some- 


CLAIREMARTIN «=, 
Saturday, October 10 ¢ 
Gulbenkian Theatre, re ead 


ONE of the world’s finest jazz singers, Claire 
Martin is renowned for her superb live shows. 
Her performance in Canterbury is a ‘must 
see’ for jazz fans, as Martin has been voted 
Best Vocalist at the BBC/British Jazz Awards 
a record five times. As the presenter of Jazz 
Line-Up on BBC Radio 3 and a regular per- 
former at festivals worldwide, Martin has won 
fans all over the globe and enjoyed a critically 
acclaimed run at New York’s Oak Room. 

She will be singing songs from her new 
album, A Modern Art, which features a per- 
sonal repertoire including both classic songs 
and original material. From the Rodgers and 
Hart number Everybody Today, to work by 
more contemporary artists such as Mark 
Winkler, Donald Fagen and Michael Franks. 

The title track takes a wry look at celebrity 
culture, for Martin is always keen to perform 
new material and looks to both sides of the 


Atlantic for songwriters. 


The concert starts at 7.45pm and tickets 
cost £15. Book online at www.gulbenkianthe- 
atre.co.uk or call the box office on 01227 


769075. 
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thing of a centre for singers 
and musicians in the area. 
Having tried his hand at a 
variety of instruments, 
Sands joined The Sands 
Family from the early 70s 
before following his brothers 
Tommy and Colum into a 


successful solo career. 


The concert starts at 
8.30pm and tickets cost £5 
for Faversham Folk Club 
members and £6 for non- 
members. Entry is free for 
under-18s. For more infor- 
mation call 01795 423674. 
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There'll be magic in the 
air with Paul Daniels 


MAGICIAN Paul Daniels will be telling 
some of his favourite showbiz stories in 
Boughton-under-Blean on Friday. 

During the two-hour show, Daniels will 
be demonstrating the skills that made him 
the country’s top magician. The show takes 
place at Boughton-under-Blean Village 
Hall, near Faversham, at 7.30pm and tick- 
ets cost £12.50/£10. Book on 01227 751225 
or visit www.starsaroundtown.co.uk. 


See all things crafty at 
St Michael's Church 


FIND a unique gift or treat yourself to 
something new at a craft fair taking 
place in Sittingbourne this weekend. 

St Michael’s Church in High Street 
will host the event from 9.30am to 
3.30pm on Saturday, where shoppers 
will find hand-sewn goods, paintings, 
pottery, jewellery, wood turning, teddy 
bears, refreshments and more. Visit 
www.saintsinsittingbourne.org.uk. 


Live gig will Sabotage 
your Friday evening 


FOR a great night of live music, catch 
Sabotage performing live in Faversham 
later this week. 

The five-piece band plays a variety of 
classic pop/punk, indie and rock hits. 
Find out more about them at www.sabo- 
tagetheband.co.uk. Sabotage will be 
playing at the Swan & Harlequin in 
Conduit Street at 9pm on Friday. Call 
the pub on 01795 532341. 


Heart Foundation to 
pump money into Kent 


VOLUNTARY and community groups 
could benefit from grants of up to £2,000 
from the British Heart Foundation. 

With the Help a Heart Grant pro- 
gramme, projects which promote 
healthy lifestyles or improve the lives of 
heart patients and their carers could 
receive a cash award. To find out more 
visit www.bhf.org.uk/helpaheartgrant, 
or call 0207 554 0426. 
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See how a pint of Kentish ale is made 
from hop to glass. Search ‘beer’ 


Banquet Night 
e ae Tuesday 


Choose from) the menu 
any starter, any main course, 


any side dish & Sundries 
Free Ho ome Delivery 


O1 634 576500 
01634 578400 
Open 7 days a week 


13-15 Watling Street, 
Gillingham Kent MES 7EP 


* £2.90 extra for King, Prawn dishes, 


To advertise 
this section 


01303 817150 


kentnews.co.uk 


ye Check out Kent's weather 
on your mobile. 
Text KENTNEWS to 81800 


Service provided by g8wave London N7. Return 
texts are free. Standard network text rates apply. 


POWERED BY 
KOS MEDIA 
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Not just a dry ski slope! 


We can offer so much more than you 
might think... 

From ski and snowboard lessons, to 
your child’s next birthday party or an 
office team-building away day. 

With year-round fun on PERMASNOW, the 
UK’s longest toboggan ride, or even 
choose to go downhill on a sno-tube, our 
fully-trained instructors and staff put you 
first. Pop-in for coffee, lunch or aprés- 
ski beers and we'll show you how much 
fun you’ve been missing 


chathamskislope.co.uk 
Capstone Road, Gillingham, 
5 minutes from J4 off the M2 


01634 827979 


Clubs *& Parties ** School Groups 
Corporate Functions 
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In the year that marks the bicentenary of Charles 
Darwin’ birth, Jon Amiel biopic focuses on the 


turbulent period before Darwin committed his 
radical theories to parchment and reshaped science. 


ADVENTURELAND (15) 


ter 


In the summer of 1987, a college graduate takes a 
part-time job in a theme park and sets himself up 
for heartbreak when he falls for a co-worker who 
is having a secret affair with the park's handyman. 


AWAY WE GO (15) 


ter 


Sam Mendes’ film paints a vivid portrait of 
contemporary America and its foibles as expectant 
parents leave behind their blissful backwoods home 
for the sake of their imminent childs prospects. 
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Buy TanAe 


with FW Golding your local cycling shop 
© cycles for all from junior to adult 
* accessories 
° service and repairs 
¢ NEW IN, now stocking HARO BMX 
The best selection at the best prices offers 
available see in store for details 
We are now taking orders for our Christmas Club 
Only £10 deposit will secure your cycle 
FW Golding 
74 High St, Milton Regis Sittingbourne, 
Kent ME10 2AN Tel 01795 472623 
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Truth be told, Ricky is 
just in it for the laughs 


WB BY KATE WHITING 


YOUVE got to hand it to Ricky 
Gervais. Not many men could take 
the kind of insults thrown at him 
in his latest film — let alone write 


them in the first place. 

The Invention Of Lying, which Gervais 
wrote, directed and stars in, sees him play loser 
Mark Bellison — unlucky in love and work but 
also the only person who can lie in an alternate 
reality where everyone tells the truth. 

So when Mark goes to meet his beautiful 
blind date Anna (Jennifer Garner), for exam- 
ple, and asks her how she is, she takes one look 
at him and without a second thought, states: 
“Depressed and pessimistic about our date.” 

Surely even Gervais — known for his self- 
deprecating humour — occasionally reaches sat- 
uration point, when the insults start to hurt? 

“No,” he laughs. “I love it, and I don’t know if 
that’s because I’ve got no ego at all or such a 
big ego that nothing can hurt me. Someone 
insulting me makes me laugh.” 

The film, which recently had its world pre- 
miere at the Toronto Film Festival, boasts a 
talented cast, including rising star Jonah Hill, 
as Mark’s suicidal neighbour, the “genetically- 
perfect” Rob Lowe, as his work and love rival, 
and cameos from Jason Bateman and his 
comedy-writing partner Stephen Merchant. 

For all his Emmy and Bafta award-winning 
success, Reading-born Gervais still finds it 
amazing that he has become one of 
Hollywood’s golden boys. 

“I can’t believe these people want to work 
with me. Truth is, ’'m a bit of a chancer,” he 
adds, flashing that famously cheeky grin. 

“Tm very lucky to be in this position and no 
one’s found me out yet.” 


For information and advice on travelling 
in Kent and for all our traffic regulation 
orders, please see the Kent on Saturday 
or the Kent on Sunday or visit our 
website at www.kent.gov.uk/highways 


HONESTLY: Ricky Gervais is still amazed by his success 


While the film marks his directorial debut, 
the 48-year-old has long been writing his own 
material — and broke into Hollywood after 
Extras and the US version of The Office 
became hits across the pond. 

Since starring in last year’s Ghost Town, he’s 
lost some of the David Brent paunch from 
hitting the gym in the States, but he insists he 
won't change in other ways and will not be 
sucked into the LA movie-machine. 

“I don’t think I play the Hollywood game as 
such — I’m not really an actor for hire. I’ve done 
the odd bits, but they're either returning the 


VIEW THIS PREVIEW 
yourkenttv.co.uk 


favour or just for a laugh. I sort of create my 
own work, really. I own my own labour, so I 
don’t feel that ’'m quite part of that mill yet 
and I don’t know ifI ever will be or want to be. 

“And it felt like that for us on this film, that 
we were doing something that was ours and 
then we'll see if anyone wants to show it.” 

Gervais recently finished work on Cemetery 
Junction, which he wrote, directed and pro- 
duced with Merchant and is due out next year. 

He also starred in it. But ask him whether 
he prefers being director, actor or writer and 
he’s quick to respond. 

“The reason I ever started being in stuff or 
producing it or directing it was to protect the 
writing. I see the writing as the DNA and all 
the rest is bringing up the kid.” 


THE INVENTION OF LYING 
Certificate 12A 


YOU CAN WATCH ANY OF THESE FILM PREVIEWS OF THE LATEST 
MOVIES BY LOGGING ON TO LEISURE TV @ yourkenttv.co.uk 
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Heroes showing their mettle 
with gruelling tour of the UK 


Hl BY SIMON ROBINSON 


PUNK/pop urchins Underground 
Heroes will be rocking Wales 
tonight in Cardiff — their fifth date 


on a gruelling UK tour. 

The Medway quartet’s 21-date tour began in 
Hitchin on Saturday and has already had stop- 
offs in Portsmouth, Bristol and Southampton. 

The Heroes will head to The Garage in 
London this Saturday before heading north — 
going all the way up to Glasgow and back. 

And their tour comes to a close at Ashford 
School, Ashford, on Sunday, October 25. That’s 
21 dates in 23 days. 

Now I’m by no means an old man, but I'd 
struggle to remember my own name after such 
a gig-packed UK tour, let alone the words and 
chords to dozens of three-minute punk/pop 
masterpieces. 


Reminiscent 


Credit where it’s due, the band’s commit- 
ment to touring and getting their music out 
there to the masses in such places as Stoke 
(Sunday night), Doncaster (Thursday) and 
Crewe (Friday 23) is unsurpassed. 

Which is probably half the reason the 
Underground Heroes are one of the best- 
known and best-loved emerging unsigned 
bands in the country and I’m, tragically, not. 

That and the fact that the four-piece — made 
up of brothers Aaron and Joe Dollimore, 
George Penfold and Jak Miller — are incredibly 
talented at what they do. 

If fast-paced, dangerously catchy yoof rock is 
what gets you leaping out of your skinny jeans 
then the Heroes are the band for you. 


HARD GRAFT: Medway's Underground Heroes have embarked on a 21-date tour in 23 days, which ends in Ashford 


The double vocals — reminiscent of a 
younger, more angry/drunk pre-break up 
Libertines Carl Barat and Pete Doherty — 
work perfectly and the entire band’s on-stage 
enthusiasm is infectious. 

It’s surely only a matter of time before the 


Tribute Night 
6th 
November 


band replaces Derby (Wednesday), Blackburn 
(Friday) and Dundee (Saturday 17) with big- 
ger venues. 


© London Garage - Saturday, October 10 
© Ashford School - Sunday, October 25 


VERVE onrill. VILLAGE Maidstone. 
01622 672200 for bookings Junction 6, M20 


UPLOAD YOUR MUSIC VIDEOS TO 
BROADCAST ON OUR WEBSITE @ 


[ F IN PIECES: Canterbury-based rockers 
= Amber Room perform Better Broken 


ter 


( F HEAVY-HEARTED: Grunge outfit 
S99) Kingskin play their track Stoner Girl 


We Are Tides - Nothing Changes (from Canterbury) 
Directions - Stop Drop and Roll (from Maidstone) 
We Are Tides - White Eyes (from Canterbury) 
Facades - Ghosts (from Canterbury) 

Shelta - Beautiful Girl (from Bexley) 
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MARKS & SPENCER EVANS 


Limited Collection dress, price £39.50 Purse, price £8 


fs 
Units8/6.Wealden)Forest Park; 
Herne CommoniCT617LO 


1227 712200 
Se” — COU 
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To advertise in 
this section 


01303 817150 


¢ Free Design & Quotation 


7 
© Made to measure sliding wardrobe 
system 


| a —— —_ oo 
=~ _ 
© Safety backed mirror or wooden panel il - 
- 


Se —— fee | ...and help raise money 
for the Breakthrough 
Breast Cancer charity 


¢ Matching bedroom furniture available 
MARKS & 
— Watch, price £25 


Unit 9, Stour Valley Business Park, 
Ashford Rd, Canterbury 
(next to Wyevale Garden Centre) 


www.aa-gliderobes.co.uk 
Call to make an appointment 
to view our showroom 


FOR YOUR OWN 
HOLIDAY 
HOME. 


Between Dover - Deal - Sandwich 
Set in a beautiful conservation-area 


Dragonfly compact mirror 
and brooch set, price £3499 


Heated swimming pool, entertainment 
and club house. Near ferry to France MARKS & 
EXTENDED SALE SPENCER 


T-shirt, price £12 


THROUGHOUT OCTOBER! 
on new and used mobile 
Holiday Homes 
Vacant Plots - Fancy a move? 
Open 11 months. 


Sutton Wsle 

SUTTON VALE COUNTRY CLUB 321304 
Vale Road, Sutton-by-Dover cT15 50H Wena) 
www.sutton-vale.co.uk 


<< Emery board, price £1.50 


To search for shopping, services, leisure and entertainment log on @ 


yourkenttv.co.uk 


T-shirt, price £20 


MARKS & 
SPENCER 
Shopper bag, 
COAST price £19.50 
Jocasta dress, price £135 
MARKS & SPENCER 


Bra, price £16; shorts, price £8 
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Jewellery box and manicure 
gift set, price £1999 


SWALE SHOPPING 


Author and Flanimal at 
Waterstone's this week 


MEET best-selling children’s author 
Darren Shan and a real-life Flanimal at 
Bluewater this Saturday. 

Shan will be making his last-ever UK 
book signing appearance at Waterstone’s 
on Saturday, to promote the tenth and 
final book in his hit Demonata series. He 
will be signing copies from 10.10am. 

Also, to celebrate the release of Ricky 
Gervais’s new book, Flanimals Pop-Up, a 
character from the book will be at the 
store between 1lam-3pm on Friday. 


Pantiles is taking the 
continental approach 


ENJOY a taste of Italy when The Pantiles 
in Tunbridge Wells is transformed into a 
continental-style boulevard. 

Shoppers will discover a wide selection 
of both sweet and savoury foods at Italia 
in Piazza, which takes place from 9am- 
4pm on Saturday and 10am-4pm on 
Sunday. From Parma ham to extra long 
black and chilli pepper spaghetti, there 
will be something to please every palate. 

For more information visit www.thep- 
antilesonline.co.uk. 


New book a must-have 
for Kent's festival-goers 


AS the heady days of summer become a 
distant memory, recapture the excite- 
ment with the Festival Annual 09. 

Festival-goers have uploaded their 
photos with the result a 312-page book 
featuring snapshots from across the 
country, along with personal stories. 

Ten per cent of profits from book sales 
will be donated to the Oxfam charity. 

Priced at £25, the Festival Annual 09 
is available from bookshops and online 
at www.myspace.com/festivalannual. 


You can have Monopoly 
on a National Trust site 


BECOME a member of the landed gen- 
try by playing the new National Trust 
edition of Monopoly. 

Players can buy their own stately home 
or stunning piece of countryside, with the 
game, which features 26 of the National 
Trust’s most beautiful sites from across 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 

Buy the game for £25 and help to fund 
the Trust’s work. The game is available 
only from National Trust shops and 
online at www.nationaltrust.org.uk/shop. 


Body Shop Nutriganics 
keeping wrinkles at bay 


COMBAT signs of ageing the organic 
way with the new skincare range from 
The Body Shop. 

Nutriganics is a collection of certified 
organic skincare products which carry 
the world-respected ECOCERT mark. 

Designed to address the early signs of 
ageing, the range provides a full skincare 
regime with cleaners, toner, moisturisers 
and a deep cleansing mask. Prices start 
at £8. For more information, visit your 
local store or www.thebodyshop.co.uk. 


NICHOLLS BATHROOMS 


SMALL ¢ SPACIOUS ¢ CLASSICAL ¢ MODERN 


We can help turn your ideas 
into reality and create your 
dream bathroom 


Fully Fitted Showroom 
Quality Bathroom Products 
Ladder Rails 

Accessories 

Tiles 

And Expert Advice 


Design Supply and Fit Service 
Supply Only 

Your local Independent Specialist 
Established 1961 


NICHOLLS LTD eest.1961) 
Periwinkle Court, Church Street, Milton Regis Sittingbourne, Kent 
01795 472819 ¢ www.nichollsitd.co.uk 
Open: Mon-Fri 9-5 Sat 10-2 


KOS MEDIA READER OFFER 


Save time, money, & use 


up to 70% less water 


Porous Seepage Hose from (inc p&p) 
This porous hose is designed to 
seep water along its entire length, 
to provide a gentle and precise 
water supply to garden borders, 
fruit, vegetables, greenhouses and 
more, and can be used either on 
top of the soil or buried. 


For more information call 


0845 165 1004 


Quote KOS 


7459 30m porous hose - 
9926 60m porous hose - SAVE £9.99 
9927 90m porous hose - SAVE £24.98 


© Made from 100% recycled car tyre rubber 
© Operates at low pressure from the mains 
© Uses up to 70% less water than conventional hoses 
© Can also be used with a water timer and irrigation system 
© Standard set is 30m long, and comes in 2 x 15m lengths 
© 60m set is made up of 4 x 15m lengths 
© 90m set comprises 6 x 15m lengths 
Award Winning Company —_e The hoses can be used separately or joined (fittings included) 


KOS MEDIA READER OFFER 


Brighten up your Bedlinen 


Sanderson Summer Breeze Bedlinen 


Internationally renowned for home textiles and interior design, Sanderson, 
has created this fabulous bedding which is ideal for any home. 


¢ Features a botanical design 

* Brings a special lightness to your home 

* Delicate movement of flowers and shadows 
caressed by a warming breeze 

* Made from luxury, easy-care polycotton percale 

¢ Features the floral print on the face and a 
faded polka dot print on the reverse 

* Single set comes with one Oxford pillowcase; 
double, king and superking come with two 

* 50% cotton and 50% polyester 

* Machine washable. 


For more information call 


0845 165 1004 


Quote KOS 
Duvet sets Price trp 
7355 Single with one Oxford pillowcase £34.99 = £54.99 
7356 Double with two Oxford pillowcases £49.99 = £79.99 
7357 King with two Oxford pillowcases £59.99 £99.99 
7358 Superking with two Oxford pillowcases £69.99 £119.99 


wD 
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TV REVIEW 
Mi BY TOM BETTS 


LIVE FROM STUDIO FIVE 
Five, 6.30pm, week nights 


HAVE you seen Live from 
Studio Five? 


If the answer to that is ‘yes’, then 
you may, like me, be dead. 

I blew my brains out with a shot- 
gun during the second commercial 
break of the second show I endured. 

Tm writing this from the spirit 
world, sitting on a cloud next to Kurt 
Cobain, who decided to kill himself as 
he had seen it coming in the future. 

It was grunge rock’s first pre- 
emptive suicide. 

OK, I’m not really dead, but anyone 
who has tuned into this shambolic 
mess may well have the feeling that 
life just wasn’t worth bothering with 
any more. 

Presenting are three dimwits who 
may be hard pushed to tie their own 
shoelaces, in this case ex-footballer 
Tan Wright, Melinda Messenger 
and the blonde, prettyish, smiley one 
from the last series of The 
Apprentice, Kate Walsh. 

These three, who shouldn’t be 
allowed within 300 yards of a 
sweetshop, let alone on camera to 
debate current affairs, are allowed to 
share their insight into the day’s 
news talking points. 

And that’s bad when there are 
serious things going on. 

After being briefed on the day’s 
current-affairs media output — 
seemingly about five minutes before 
the credits roll — the trio of nitwits 
are let loose on live TV to trundle 
through their badly-formed opinions. 

They offer nothing to any debate... 
nothing at all. 

Interspersed with all this are 
snippets of celebrity gossip and inane 
interviews with middle-of-the-road 
entertainers. 


The Fayreness Hotel 
Marine Drive 

Kingsgate 

Tel: 01843 868641 
www.fayreness.co.uk 


The Oak Hotel 
66 Harbour Parade 
Ramsgate 

Tel: 01843 583686 
www.oakhotel.co.uk 


The Pegwell Bay Hotel 
and Sir Stanley Gray 
Freehouse 

81 Pegwell Road 

Pegwell Village 

Ramsgate 

Tel: 01843 599590 


#3 


% 


MINDLESS: Ian Wright, Melinda Messenger 
and Kate Walsh (right) should be switched off 


Truly moronic comments abound. 

One recent classic was from Kate. 

After a screening of Cheryl Cole’s 
new solo video, she, without any 
sense of irony, asked: “Where are the 
rest of Girls Aloud?” in a Brummie 
accent that would shatter bulletproof 
glass. 

Well, that’s kind of the point of a solo 
project, Kate, you do it on your own! 

The format itself is tried and tested 
— Matthew Wright has trod this path 
for years in the mornings, but at 
least he can read an autocue or stop 
himself from bouncing up and down 
in his chair for more than four 
seconds, unlike Ian Wright who 
may have an ant infestation in his 
underpants. 

It won't be long until this is axed, 
so, if you can hack it, I beg you to take 
a look and witness the awfulness for 
yourself before it leaves us forever. 


T 


<a AQUARIUS (an 2150019) 

m= ERRANDS are catching 

& " up with you. You've got to 
tie up the loose ends you've left 
straggling. It’s much easier to find 
things when you're not surround- 
ed by clutter all the time. Besides, 
you'll never know when somebody 
will drop in unexpectedly. Being a 
good host will fill you with pride. 
* To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on 09067531762 


Sf TAURUS (4p: 21-May 20 
J BALANCING your per- 
© sonal and private life is 
important. If you feel burned out 
see your boss about taking a 
break. You may be surprised at 
how generous they are about giv- 
ing you time off. Don’t neglect a 
youngster because of your social 
life. You have of commitments now. 
* To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on 09067-531753 


LEO (iui 24-Aug 23) 
YOURE tired of the pre- 


P= dictability of life. Going on 
a long trip is just what the doctor 
ordered. Fortunately, a business or 
romantic partner has got some 
spare cash and they'll be happy to 
share the fun with you. Take this 
chance to explore a country that 
has always fascinated you. 
* To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Leo 09067-531756 


SCORPIO (cet 24-N0v 22) 
YOU could be rewarded 


for your diligence. If 
you've been looking for a job you 
could find one that will let you 
work from home. If you already 
have a position you may be given 
a pay rise. It’s even possible your 
employer will move to a new office 
that cuts your commute in half: 
* To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on 09067-531759 


HORLEY TAVERN 


HOTELS, RESTAURANTS & VENUES 


> PISCES (eb 20-0ar 20) 

Ray A CHEQUE youve been 

“== waiting for could finally 
arrive. Use it to buy something 
fabulous to help you escape from 
mundane routines. Don’t feel 
guilty about treating yourself. 
Normally, you spend your hard- 
earned money on your nearest 
and dearest. 
* To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on 09067-531763 


GEMINI (tay 22-Jun-22) 


FRIENDS are urging you 
to expand your horizons. 
Don’t be surprised if one of them 
asks you to go with them on a trip 
or gives you some unasked for 
advice. Stress at work could be 
affecting your personal life. It’s 
possible you've outgrown this job. 
Look around for a new position. 

* To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on 09067531754 


* VIRGO (Aug 24-Sep 23) 
‘ § YOU have a great oppor- 
s tunity to free yourself 
from debt. If your bills have spi- 
ralled out of control contact a 
financial expert — they can help 
you. The ability to retire early or 
pay cash for a house or car will 
cause your self-esteem to soar. A 
romance could be brewing. 
* To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on 09067531757 


) SAGITTARIUS (Nov23-Dec21) 
A LOVE affair has 
reached an exciting new 
phase, giving you a fresh outlook 
on life. In the past you were scep- 
tical about people who claimed to 
have been transformed by amour. 
Now you’ve been converted. 
Spending more time together will 
only deepen your commitment. 
* To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on 09067-531760 
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ARIES (Mar 21-Apr 20) 
\ YOU'VE been feeling 


P pretty neglected recently. 
Fortunately, friends are around 
with all the tender loving care you 
might need. Normally, you find all 
this a bit annoying, but now 
you'll be grateful for it. Try to be 
reliable at work, or you could 
make some enemies. 

* To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on 09067531752 


CANCER (un 23.1123) 


i «THIS is a great time to 
“= apply for a promotion or 
high-profile job. Climbing the lad- 
der of success will be effortless. 
The perks of the new job will be 
significant. A snooty professional 
could turn up their nose at your 
amateur efforts. Don’t let them 
spoil your favourite hobby. 
* To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on 09067531755 


LIBRA (ep 24-0ct23) 

A CLOSE relationship 
reaches an important 
turning point. Getting engaged or 
married is a strong possibility. So 
is starting a family. Alternatively, 
you could decide to form a lucra- 
tive business partnership. If you 
need to buy or sell property, enlist 
the aid of a professional. 

* To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on 09067-531758 


Jp, CAPRICORN (2c 22.12n 20) 
‘STICKING close to home 
will give you quiet pleas- 

ure. You have a golden opportunity 
to take time off and potter around 
the house. If you’ve been thinking 
about buying or selling property, a 
deal could come through this 
week. You'll get a lot more money 
than you bargained for. 

* To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on 09067-531761 


x 2 


Ww SS 


Calls cost 75p per minute. Service provided by g8wave London N7 


Atlantis Restaurant 
Harbour Parade 

Ramsgate 

Tel: 01843 581582 


The Captain Digby 
Kingsgate 

Broadstairs 

Tel: 01843 867764 
www.captaindigby.co.uk 


The Tartar Frigate 
Harbour Street 
Broadstairs 

Tel: 01843 862013 
www.tartarfrigate.co.uk 
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Inside your pull-out supplement 


) Why internal organisation pays ™ Don't cut corners with insurance 

) Small businesses need to focus on finance [Think about leaner and greener models 
) Discovering the biggest killer of business _—_ {)} Hefty discounts for cheaper motoring 
Think of your future pension )) Used-car idea that won't be scrapped 
Top tips for household savings 

Organise invoice finance for tough times 
) The big move back into shares 
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Thrive not survive... 


Start saving visit: 


www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 


to download vouchers from our 
great savings booklets 


If you would like details on how you can include your business on vouchers for Kent, telephone today on 01303 817150 


MONEY MATTERS 


ADVERTISING © 01303 817000 


: Page 9 

: With widespread job losses yet 
: to really start in the public 

: sector, finances for many house- : 
: holds could be strained for 

: months, even years, to come. 

: Here’s how to make savings... 
: Pages 10 

: Late payment of invoices is a 

: serious problem for small busi- 


Page 4-5 

Why those small businesses who 
keep a close eye on their costs 
and spend wisely are more likely 
to survive these tough times 
Page 6-7 

With the tough trading 
conditions set to continue for 
some time, it is more important 


than ever for Kent companies to i 
: have been a better time to 


: adopt invoice finance as a way 
| of maintaining your company’s 
? bank balance 

: Page 12-13 


: Discover why although evidence i 


keep a close eye on their 
all-important cash flow 

Page 8 

With the delay in new pension 
rules, we discover why it’s more 
important than ever to start pen- 


sion contributions to safeguard 
your future 


nesses, so there may never 


Prudence will pay you dividends 


still be making sure they are in 
business when when we finally 
turn the corner. 

To help firms on their way we 
have some expert opinion on 
financial issues such as cash flow, 
invoice financing, insurance, pen- 
sions, and how to do some prudent 
pruning on expenditure. 

We also feature some of the 


ECONOMIC confidence 
seems slowly but surely 
to be returning, with fore- 
casters now only arguing 
about when the recession 


will officially be over. 
But for firms still struggling to 
make ends meet the priority will 


: of economic recovery remains 
: patchy, small investors are 

: turning their backs on poor 

: savings rates and moving back 
: into shares 


Page 14 


: With an estimated one in four 

: households choosing not to 

: renew or cancelling their 

: insurance premiums, industry 

: experts believe many business 
: owners, struggling in the current : 
: recession, will follow suit in a 
! bid to cut costs. We explain why } 
: this is a gamble not to be taken 
: Page 15 

: For most of us, saving a few 

: quid and doing our bit for the 

: environment is sensible and wor- : 


thy and, with electric cars auto- 


many money-saving offfers ava- 
ialable at vouchersforkent.co.uk. 

There are offers for leisure, food 
and drink; motors and servicing; 
and retail, trades and services. 

It really couldn’t be more easy to 
do. Just flick through the online 
books, print out the offers you 
want, and then start saving 
money. 


? matically exempt from tax, politi- 
: cians and car makers are jump- 
? ing on the electric bandwagon 


: Page 16 

? Against the current economic 

? backdrop, buying a new car 

: starts to make sense because 

: dealers are desperate to sell 

: and that means hefty discounts 
? — far greater than you can earn 
? from years of saving... 


Page 17 


: After a few stutters and bangs, 


the Government’s £2,000-a-go 


Scrappage incentive got off to a 
: flying start 
; Page 18 


: Downsizing saves money, but 


sensible driving can knock even 


? more off your motoring bill 


Christmas is still a few months 
away yet, but if money is tight it 
may easier spread out the present 
buying over a few months. 

So why not spend a few minutes 
flicking through the online book- 
lets, and you may end up being 
able to tick off a few people from 
your present list and save your- 
self money at the same time. 


FOR ALL THE INFORMATION ON HOW TO INCLUDE YOUR BUSINESS ON 
VOUCHERSFORKENT.CO.UK TELEPHONE KOS MEDIA ON 01303 817150 


h ip FF 


toe 


and off road obstacles? 


Essential guide to 
where you can save 


@ SCG Construction in Canterbury is offer- 
ing 10 per cent off all landscaping 


Bi Old Sawmills furniture store in Ashford is 
offering 20 per cent off all showroom items 


i The White House hair and beauty salon in 
Deal is offering a free manicure at the same 
time as a cut and finish 


Hf Village Hotel, hotel and leisure club in 
Maidstone is offering 50 per cent off leisure 
club joining fee when you present a vouch- 
er available from www.vouchersforkent- 
.co.uk 


@ KOS is offering ultra slim Danish Skagen 
watches for men and women at only £69.99, 
saving £20 on the RRP 


li Furniture Island in Folkestone is offering 
an extra five per cent off everything in store 
every Saturday and Sunday 


i Bannatyne Health Club in Ashford is offering 
two complimentary personal training sessions 
with fully qualified instructors if you sign up 
with Bannatyne Health Club Ashford today 

@ Experience the natural comfort, warmth 
and luxury of a traditional feather mattress 
with the innovative mattress topper from 
only £39.99, save over 50 per cent. Various 
sizes available thanks to KOS offer 


li Maidstone Kia motor dealer in Maidstone 
is offering 10 per cent off all accessories 


@ Secure Style windows doors and conser- 
vatories in Herne Bay is offering 30 per cent 
off conservatories 


To get these offers go to: 


www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 


Would you like to drive a 4x4 off 
road tackling challenging terrain 


> 


a 


PE OLD S 


FURNITURE COMPANY 


W MILs 


r 


= Free Measuring Service 
= Free Design Service 
= Free Delivery 


The Old Sawmills are specialists 
in the manufacture of exclusive 
bespoke furniture, handcrafted in 
our workshop in Bethersden, Kent 


For more information please visit our website 


www.oldsawmills.com or visit our showroom 


Units 4 & 5 Colt Works, Pluckley Road, 
Bethserden, Ashford, Kent TN26 3DD 
Tel: 01233 822417 Email: info@oldsawmills.com 


Do you have a 4x4 and 
would like to know how, 
to drive it safely off/road? 


—_ 


Perhaps you use a 4x4) * 4 

in}your, occupation or, 

profession and require 

training to meet your 

health and safety 

obligations? —y-- 
; TRU 

OFF ROAD 

www.truegripoffroad.co.uk 


True Grip Off Road offer a range of off road driving experience courses and professional user courses which are suitable 
for those who just want to have a go and learn some new and different driving skills as well as those who require a 
nationally recognised certificate of training in the use of all wheel drive vehicles off road. Our 4x4 off road driving 
experience courses are 1:1 so you're not sharing the driving time with others and represent excellent value for money. 
Weekday and weekend availability throughout the year. Experienced instructors to guide you - remember you do the 
driving not us!. Gift vouchers (valid 12 months) available for all our courses - an ideal gift! 


NOW OPEN - Wij ~.)29 Off Road Karting 
Childrens partys - ideal for 8 - 16 year olds, karting, rifle shooting, 


4x4 rides and food - bespoke parties to suit your requirements 

Arrive and Drive Off Road Karting Sessions every Sunday 10:00 - 13:00 
Pre booking essential 

Group events - clay pigeon shooting, off road driving, off road karting 
call to discuss your requirements 

Want more information? Email us at 
enquiries@truegripoffroad.co.uk 

or call O800 234 6558 

SEE THE DISCOUNT VOUCHER BOOK FOR SOME FANTASTIC OFFERS 
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to fade from memory, business 
leaders should not forget the saga 
highlighted the importance of 
internal controls in an organisa- 
tion, according to leading account- 
ants and _ business advisers 


Horwath Clark Whitehill. 

Mark Anderson, a partner at Horwath Clark 
Whitehill, which has offices in Tunbridge 
Wells and Maidstone, said businesses could 
learn valuable lessons from an affair that 
brought moats and duck houses into the 
national consciousness. 

The need for a formal system of internal 
controls grows as the size of the business 
increases, and it becomes impossible for one 
person to have a handle on all facets of an 
organisation. 

However, Mr Anderson argued that where 
controls are in place, they must be both effec- 
tive and appropriate. 

“The MPs’ expenses scandal showed how 
damaging ineffective or inappropriate internal 
controls can be to an organisation’s reputa- 
tion,” he cautioned. 

“The reputation damage was magnified 
because this was taxpayers’ money that was, 
in some cases, being squandered. 

“But away from the scrutiny that comes with 
being a public body, there are other harmful 
effects that businesses should be aware of. 

“Lost revenue, incurring additional expendi- 
ture, customer dissatisfaction and even prose- 
cution are all possible consequences of control 
weaknesses. 

“What the scandal has highlighted is the 
need to regularly review and monitor internal 
controls and systems, and not to just accept 
that ‘this is how it has always been done’.” 

Firms need to re-assess the objective and 
purpose of such controls. Typically though they 
fall into one of three categories: 

e Those that prevent the occurrence of nega- 
tive events 


at VILLAGE 


epITonIAL oorsossi7io MONEVMATTERS 
AS THE MPs’ expenses row begins 


e Those that detect negative events early so 
the consequences can be mitigated 

e Those that react following a negative event 
to ensure that the organisation can recover 
immediately. 

Mr Anderson continued: “An organisation’s 
internal systems should be structured to 
address each of these types of control. 
Incidences of fraud increase in challenging 
economic times; so reliable internal controls 
will have greater significance. 

“The review and monitoring of controls can 


SPORTING DINNER with 


NOBBY STILES 


Thursday 12th November 2009 


£450.00 Tabk 
le of 10 
£47.50 INDIVIDUAL PLACES 
Ticket includes 4. 
course Dir 
and evening entertainment.” 
A percenta i 
ge Of ticket pri 
raffie and silent aiieton to 


Lilly Allen 


be done either formally or informally by per- 
forming internal audits. It is also important to 
investigate all occurrences of systems mal- 
function as they will provide valuable data to 
explain the reason for the failure.” 

The cost-effectiveness of procedures also 
needs to be considered, said Mr Anderson. 

“There is little benefit implementing 
a detailed control if the cost of monitoring 
is greater than the cost of incurring the 
weakness. 


“In each case, try to quantify the 


Fancy a Boogie 
at Bunch Ti 
BoGgie Lunches 


frofn SA 3.95 


tribute 
6th November P 


Maidstone 


BOOK ON 
01622 


on Thursday 

nights 

2 courses and 
a glass of wine 
each £2: 

for two. 


672200 


Find us off J6 M20 


E22°°pp 


boys@ibar 
a every monday 6.008 : 


“it’s @ victory@t = 


=.) 


ILLAGE 


coo! Beer 
big Burgers 
Additional 


@ the 
for only £7.50 


Winehouse 
tribute 
27th November 


consequence of a breach and use this to 
decide whether a detailed control procedure is 
necessary. 

“Lessons can be learned from the public dis- 
section of the expenses claimed by MPs. 
Businesses should not pass up the opportuni- 
ty to ponder their own internal controls and 
ascertain whether they are effective or need 
enhancing. 

“Constant review and_ reappraisal 
will ensure that they are relevant and 
meaningful.” 


ON 
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In-toto Kitchens Canterbury 
21a Lower Bridge Street, 
Canterbury 

CT1 2LG 

Tel: 01227 451777 

Fax: 01227 451797 

email: canterbury@intoto.co.uk 


www.intoto.co.uk/canterbury 


~ white house 


-KERASTASE 


PARIS 


FREE, 10) MINUTE: KERASTASEATREATMEN T{ONLYPAVAITABIIEAT@THEAWHITESHOUSE 
VALID,UNTIE 30 NOVEMBER VOUGHERSHER CUSTOMER 


The White House, 28 Victoria Road, Deal, Kent CT 14 7BH 
| 01304 389922 | www.whitehousekent.co.uk 


Go for prudent 


WISE spending is simply about ques- 
tioning every expenditure. 

Some business owners are so engrossed in run- 
ning their companies and chasing the next big sale, 
that they forget to focus on their finances. 

It’s like driving 100 miles per hour around the 
M25 with no destination in mind and not looking at 
the fuel gauge. In a recession every business needs 
to rethink all its costs as priorities change. 


Review your expenses 


Keeping track of your costs can seem daunting, 
but it doesn’t have to be a mammoth task — simply 
check bank statements regularly and make a note 
of what payments are due and when. 

Remember to include taxes, National Insurance 
contributions, pension contributions and any 
licences you may need. 

Although the ‘tax man’ has arguably been lenient 
over recent months by allowing payments to be 
delayed, he'll still want his money, and if the 
Treasury’s coffers dwindle much further, 
it'll be a case of sooner rather than later. 
Look at it the way you look at your 
household budget. 

Be aware of every fixed cost, 
including salaries, rent and business 
rates, and every variable cost, includ- 
ing materials and stationery. 


If you need to cut, prioritise 


Cutting costs isn’t always 
easy, but it might be essential to 
help get you through 
the recession. 


However it is 
vital that cuts are 
made in the right 
places, so assess 
which areas your 


24AcCoO amoaocn 


Skips from 


we will beat 


AN Yiike for like quote 


e 3 to 12 yard skips 
e tipper service and 
grab lorry 
e recycling and 
waste management 
e domestic & commercial 
e rolonof bins 15-40 yd 


S. 
Open 6 days a week 


7am-6pm Monday to Friday 7am-1pm Saturday 


AAAAAA Thanet Waste Services Ltd 


01843 821500, 01304 626364, 01227 389999 


www.thanet-waste.co.uk 
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pruning and not slash and burn 


When faced with falling sales, reduced 
access to credit and squeezed profit margins, 
many small businesses find it hard going. 
However, Andrew Metcalf, vice chairman of 
the Institute of Directors Kent and director of 
Maxim, the Tunbridge Wells-based PR and 

§ marketing agency, believes those who keep 

/ aclose eye on their costs and spend wisely 
are more likely to survive 


business can realistically afford to cut back on. 

Consider whether your labour force is too 
big, but increasingly businesses are thinking 
about reducing staff hours, job-sharing or 
offering a sabbatical before the ultimate sanc- 
tion of making redundancies. 

For ‘one-man bands’, vacating a premises 
and renting a serviced office for meetings and 
working from home may be an option, espe- 
cially if you have the right IT in place. 

When looking to shave costs, suppliers, 
including landlords, are more likely to be flex- 
ible if you let them know sooner rather than 
later and keep to the agreed payment terms. 


Monitor your returns 
For every sale you make you need to assess 


whether it is worth it, as the true margin is 
sales, minus variable costs, minus the actual 
cost of collecting the cash. 

The danger when work is tight is that busi- 
nesses go chasing sales. If you are forced to do 
this, always make sure you've credit checked 
your new customer before agreeing terms. 

You should also consider putting invoice 


finance in place, and at the very least make 
sure your credit control people keep an eye on 
customers who are slow to pay. 


Wisdom 


When it comes to the costs you do control, 
such as PR and marketing, take time out to 
get a feel for whether the strategy is working. 


Every hard-earned pound should be made to 
work very hard. If it’s not delivering consider 
changing tack, taking advice and looking at 
what your competitors are doing. 

Be careful not to cut costs in the wrong 
areas, however, as this could do more harm 
than good. 

The received wisdom is don’t cut your adver- 


tising or marketing costs altogether — as the 
people who have been best placed for the 
upturn are those who persisted with their 
marketing. I would say that wouldn’t I? But 
849570, Andrew Metcalf can 


it’s true. a : 
be contacted on 01892 \ +_ 


© To contact IoD Kent call 01732 
513033. \ \ 


¢ ¢ Umbermaster quality is 
unsurpassed and our 
prices are extremely 
competitive! 


“My name is David Bailey - No, not the society photographer! 
Together with my wife, Nikki, we run Umbermaster, a local 
firm based in Broadstairs that employs skilled craftsmen to 
design, manufacture and install high quality fitted kitchens 
and bedrooms. For over 30 years Umbermaster has served 
home owners in Thanet and surrounding districts, building a 
reputation for high standards and professionalism that is 
second-io-none.” 


ra ia Visit our showrooms and 
view the extensive range 
of ‘sliding-robes’ that 
compliment our 
collection of fitted 
bedrooms. 


¢ ¢ 90% of new Umbermaster 
customers are recommended 
by previous clients. 


Over 20 displays on 2 floors. Qualified installers/or supply only. Full service throughout East Kent. 
Open: Monday - Thursday 9.00am - 5.00om_~=— Friday 9.00am - 4.00em Saturday 10.00am - 3.00em CLOSED SUNDAYS 
C | ed New Metris range as launched on Grand Designs 
ae Worktops available in 
Laminates, Solid Wood, Granite, Composite Stone, Corian, Sinks by Blanco, etc... 
Appliance main agents for Miele, NEFF, AEG, Maytag, Britannia, Electrolux 
Manufacturers of quality kitchens 


see your kitchen come to life with our 3D computer generated designs 


UMBERMASTER 
LIMITED 


Kitchen and Specialized 

Cabinet Manufacturer 
Units 19-25 Blenheim Close, 
Pysons Road Industrial Estate, 
Broadstairs, Kent 
01843 602607 
www.umbermaster.co.uk 
info@umbermaster.co.uk 
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aie. Don't let cash flow 


where you can save 
WITH tough trading conditions 


Hf KOS is offering traditional barbeque grill 
and oven ‘smoker bags’ for £14.99 
set to continue for some time, it is 
more important than ever for 
Kent companies to keep a close 
eye on their cash flow, according 
to Business Link. 


Ian Netherton, Business Link business 
adviser, warns that poor cash flow is the 
biggest single killer of otherwise viable 
businesses. 

“Even companies that have never had 
any problem with cash flow or credit con- 
trol need to have systems in place,” said Mr 
Netherton. “Otherwise the loss of a major 
customer or events over which they have 
no control — such as disruptions to the 
postal service or a major increase in cases 
of swine flu — can have serious knock-on 
effects.” 

Business Link recommends that compa- 
nies should have at least some of the follow- 
ing credit control procedures in place: 

e Carry out credit checks on new cus- 
tomers before supplying them with goods 
and services 

e Be clear right from the start about your 
terms of business 

e Make sure the goods and services deliv- 
ered are as specified — so there’s no excuse 
to query the invoice 

e Send your invoice promptly and check it 
has arrived 

e Keep an aged debtors ledger so you can see 
at a glance who owes how much and from 
when 

e Two or three days before an invoice 
is due to be paid, phone to make sure 


SCG Construction in Canterbury is offering 
10 per cent off all building works 


lM Experience the natural comfort, warmth 
and luxury of a traditional feather mattress 
with the innovative mattress topper from only 
£39.99, save over 50 per cent. Various sizes 
available thanks to KOS offer 


Hf Wells Clinic in Ashford is offering £25 off 
removal of skin tags, moles, verrucas, warts, 
red veins, cysts and skin peels 


KOS is offering five Global knives set, scis- 
sors and block. Only £199.99, saving £150 off 
the RRP 


Hf Village Hotel hotel and leisure club in 
Maidstone is offering 20 per cent off your bill 
at Starbucks café with a voucher, please 
note this offer is only valid at Village Hotel 
Maidstone - get your voucher from 
www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 


Hf KOS is offering a leather organiser hand- 
bag by Jane Shilton only £49.99 inc p&p, 
saving £40 off RRP 


H Northgate Alfa motor dealer in Canterbury 
is offering fixed-price servicing for cars three 
years plus. Bronze Care Petrol or Diesel £109 


@ KOS is offering luxury Egypitian cotton 
400-count percale bed linen. Save up to 40 
per cent off RRP 


i True Grip leisure activity cantre in Canterbury 
is offering 15 minutes of karting, £10 on arrive 
and drive. Sundays only, 10am-2pm 


To get these offers go to: 


www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 


At Oliver Carpets ‘A don’t worry policy’ 


we adopt a Old carpet down? Furniture to move? Can’t leave your 


H Don’t worry, Don’t worry, our home? Don’t worry, 
different we dispose of it team will move it Home Call Service 


FREE FREE FREE 
Fitting ¢ Estimates ¢ Delivery 
Gripper Rods ¢ Door Bars 
On all carpets & vinyls 


over 30 ROLLS 
of discounted 
stock just arrived 


in store! 
ar 


Oliver Carpets 


Oliver Carpets 


ee ee 326 Margate Road Ramsgate 01843 594200 
171 High Street Herne Bay 01227 363777 
| _ 121 Northdown Road Cliftonville 01843 298844 


Visit our showrooms to see the latest designs and fashions at unbeatable prices with service to match 


Open 9-5.30 Monday - Satuday 
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that payment is set to be made 

e As soon as payment is due, send a 
statement 

e After a fortnight, telephone or send a 
letter — if necessary follow this with a 
visit 

¢ Consider charging interest on the late 
sum — as allowed under the Late 
Payment of Commercial Debts (Interest) 
Act 1998 

e Make use of technology — send invoices 
by email (they won’t get lost or held up in 
the post) and ask for payment by BACS 
CHAPS to prevent the risks associated 
with bounced, missing or lost cheques 

e Carry out monthly cash flow forecasts, 
more often during leaner periods. 

Mr Netherton continued: “At this time 
of year, businesses need to pay particular 
attention to how their bank balance will 
be looking in coming months. 

“Although good for people in sectors 
such as retail and leisure, Christmas can 
be bad news for many companies as poor 
weather, staff sickness and the extended 
holiday period can have a major impact 
on income. 

“When this is combined with the bills 
that many companies face in January — 
such as corporation tax self-assessment 
payments — then it is no surprise 
that the first quarter of the calendar 
year is the peak period for company 
insolvencies.” 

If cash flow forecasts show that 
money is likely to be tight in coming 
months, Mr Netherton advises keep- 
ing your bank abreast of the situation 
and also considering options such as 


Just the 


drain your business dry 


factoring and invoice discounting. 

He added: “Don’t hide from financial 
problems — confront them and once you 
have a system in place it is relatively 
easy to keep on top of your debts. 

“The benefits will include being able to 
reduce your borrowing, less stress and a 
more dependable supply of cash. 

“And you will be at the front of the 
queue when your customer is paying his 
bills — because it is the businesses that 
chase for payment that get paid first.” 

“Business Link can offer support and 
advice on how to improve cash flow as 
part of a free, confidential Business 
Review. 

“For businesses with four or more staff, 
this review is undertaken with the owner 
or manager by a Business Link adviser 
at a local venue or at the company’s 
premises. 

Subsequently, the adviser will prepare 
a plan summarising the practical actions 
agreed during the meeting. 

Also included will be useful informa- 
tion and referrals to suitable organisa- 
tions and services that will further help 
to improve the overall performance of the 
business. 

For owner managed businesses with no 
more than two full-time staff, the 
Business Review is provided as part of a 
four hour workshop called ‘Boost your 
sales and profits’. 

The free workshops are available 
across Kent until December. 

For more information about managing 
cash flow or to book a free Business 
Review, call 0845 600 9 006. 


EVES BY SMOOTH LIGHT 


Tighter, smoother, younger looking skin 


Reduces hooding 
Reduces under eye bags 
Non surgical treatment 


WARNING: Ian 
Netherton, 
Business Link 
business adviser 


Tightens brow area 
Takes 20 mins 


AUTUMN SPECIALS 


Muscle relaxing injections from £180 

Wrinkle Fillers 

— Juverderm from £195 

— Restylane from £150 

Chemical Peels 

Painless removal of Moles, skin tags and thread veins 


Clinic 


Are you bothered by thread veins? 


Today, everyone wants to look younger and have 

beautiful skin. However, the skin is typically the 

first area to show signs of aging. Thanks to 

radiowave technology unsightly growths and 

some facial veins can be removed, resulting in 

smoother more attractive skin. Cosmetic : Z 
radiowave patients heal quickly and start BEFORE AFTER 
enjoying their results immediately. 

All treatments are carried 
out by a Skin Specialist. The 
treatment is painless and 
effective from the very first 
treatment. 


Radiowave procedures are effective on 
many types skin lesions including: 


e Age Spots * Moles & Raised Lesions 
¢ Skin Tags * Small Red Facial Veins 
¢ Warts * Sun Damaged Skin 

* Skin Surface Irregularities 

* Muscle Relaxant ° Wrinkle Fillers 


Wells Clinic 9 New Street, 
Ashford, Kent TN24 8TN 
Tel: 01233 661662 
Web: www.wellsclinic.com 


FREE CONSULTATION 


Wells Clinic 9 New Street, Ashford, Kent TN24 8TN 
Tel: 01233 661662 Web: www.wellsclinic.com 


Special offers 
Sandstone Paving 
fom £14.25 m2 


Natural Sandstone 
Patio Packs 


from £14.25 m2 


e Professional advice 
e Huge selection of products in stock 
e Laying service available 


e Limestone Paving from £14.25 m2 
e Slate Paving from £14.00 m2 
¢ Granite Setts/Paving from £22.00 m2. 


"4 - 


e Sandstone Spheres from £9.50 each 


e Travertine Paving from £38.00 m2 
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sacrifice now for a 
better pension later 
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our unique range 
of summerhouses 
are ideal for... 

e smoking shelters 
¢ bbq, patio and 

e poolside areas 


* prepare base & aie . 
¢ build in a day 


we also stock... 
e solid oak tables 


¢ benches 
e pots & planters 


t: 01622 631047 therusticsummerhousecompany 


NEW pension rules that were due 
to come into force in 2012 requir- 
ing all employers to make pension 
contributions for their staff have 
been delayed by up to a further 
four years, depending on the size 


of the company. 

Steve Carpenter, tax manager at Maid- 
stone-based DSH Chartered Accountants 
and Business Advisors, explains below that 
starting pension contributions now is more 
important than ever. 

The Personal Accounts savings scheme is 
designed to encourage those on low and mid- 
dle incomes to save for their retirement. 
More than 10 million workers were set to be 
automatically enrolled in the pension from 
April, 2012, over an 18-month period. 


Contribution 


The eventual target contribution is three 
per cent of the employee’s salary. To encour- 
age employees to contribute as well, their 
pension fund will receive a tax relief pay- 
ment from the Government equivalent to 25 
per cent of their contributions, which are tar- 
geted at four per cent of pay. 

The Government has now admitted work- 
ers will have to wait to receive the full bene- 
fits of the scheme, with some facing a wait 
until October, 2016, before they can join. 

As the new rules have been delayed, starting 
contributions now, in advance of the new rules, 
should lead to better pensions on retirement. 


An opportunity to do this already exists by 
using salary sacrifice in agreement with 
their employer. These allow employees to 
work for a lower rate of pay in exchange for a 
pension benefit from 
their employer. This can 
leave you both better off. 

Take a typical employ- 
ee earning £30,000 per 
annum, for example, 
who makes personal 
pension contributions of 
£100 per month. The 
pension company can 
claim a tax credit of 
£300, making the total 
contribution to the pen- 
sion £1,500 for the year. 
Their pay after tax will 
be £22,624, leaving 
£21,424 to spend after 
paying pension contributions. The cost to the 
employer is £33,108. 

If the employer pays £1,500 to the pension 
plan instead, and the employee's pay is 
reduced to, say, £28,500, the employee will 
have an extra £165 to spend after deducting 
tax and national insurance, but with no pen- 
sion contributions to make. In addition, the 
total costs to the employer fall by over £190. 

So, instead of waiting for the Government 
to make provisions for your future, consider a 
salary sacrifice arrangement which can ben- 
efit both employers and employees. 

e DSH Chartered Accountants and 
Business Advisors can be contacted on 
01622 690666 or visit www.dsh.co.uk. 


FUTURE: Steve 
Carpenter urges 
people to pay into 
a pension now 


e: info@therusticsummerhousecompany.co.uk 
www.therusticsummerhousecompany.co.uk 
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MONEY MATTERS 


IX 


Crunch your spending 


BY JEREMY GATES 


TWO years into a credit crunch, it’s 
easy to get carried away by the 
euphoria created by the booming 
stock market and widespread talk 


that recession is over. 

At household level, the situation is more 
serious, with accountants KPMG predicting 
personal insolvencies will hit a record 150,000 
plus in 2009. 

Debt Relief Orders, enabling consumers 
with debts under £15,000 to escape bankrupt- 
cy, are 28 per cent up on 2008 levels. 

With widespread job losses yet to really start 
in the public sector, finances for many house- 
holds will be strained for months, even years, 
to come. 

Here are some tips for slashing your costs: 


Cut energy bills 


Households paying online and by direct 
debit now pay £284 per year less than those 
which get bills through the post and pay by 
other means — that’s £978 against £1,262. 

And the gap could top £300 soon, reckons 
Mark Todd at energyhelpline.com. 

“Tt is no accident that the gap is widening so 
fast,” he says. “Many people are coming off 
capped rates at the same time, so the energy 
suppliers — six majors and smaller players — 
are swooping like vultures to grab as many as 
they can. 

“Unless you are vigilant and shop around, 
you won’t get a good deal. It’s as simple — and 
brutal — as that.” 

Todd says consumers may need only an 
email address to get the best deals. For EDF’s 


SAVING: More people are discovering the 
benefits of hunting for money-off coupons 


Online 5 account, they can sign up on the 
internet and then ask for paper bills. 

Around 40 per cent of consumers pay bills by 
direct debit, saving an average £98 per year. 


Save more with coupons 


With profits at Morrisons surging 40 per 
cent on a promise of good value, supermarkets 
chasing market share are expanding own 
brand lines, including Waitrose Essentials, 
Tesco’s Discounter range and Sainsbury’s 
‘switch and save’ campaign. 

But canny shoppers can go one better by 
using vouchers to cut prices of many goods and 
services. 

There’s been a massive switch to vouchers 
and coupons in the past year. 

Robin Goad, UK director at competitive 
intelligence service Hitwise, says: “People look 
online to research a product, looking at where 


to find the best price, and finally doing a 
search to see if there is a voucher for it.” 


Make savings count 


Kevin Mountford of moneysupermarket.com 
claims savers have not suffered adversely in 
the banking crisis. 

“Although interest rates are down from 5.25 
per cent to 0.5 per cent, because savings rates 
have decreased by a lesser degree (and indeed 
are starting to rise again) savers get a better 
margin above base rate than this time last 
year,” he says. 


Try to pay off debt 


Although personal debt levels fell in August 
for the first time in 16 years, Danny Cox of 
Hargreaves Lansdown says this should be 
only a start. 

“Reduce spending and use money saved to 
reduce personal debt first (credit cards, over- 
drafts, store cards, loans) and then your mort- 
gage,” he advises. “Hold a cash cushion to help 
meet unexpected bills or to cover expenditure 
if income reduces or falls.” 


Hunt for the cheapest loans 


“If you need to borrow to buy a new car, or a 
better secondhand one, a personal loan can be 
the cheapest option,” says Nationwide’s Chris 
Rhodes. “Packages offered by dealers can look 
attractive, but a special offer of zero per cent 
finance for the first year can move into a high- 
er rate for the rest of the term and prove more 
expensive in the long run.” 


Rent, don’t buy 


In August, rentals of DIY equipment surged 
35 per cent, gardening equipment 28 per cent, 
and motorhomes 54 per cent, according to 
online rental marketplace erento.co.uk. 


Essential guide to 
where you can save 


@ Canterbury Hyundai motor dealer in 
Canterbury is offering £29.95 on MOTs 
while you wait 


Hf Village Hotel, hotel and leisure club in 
Maidstone is offering this deal: buy two 
large glasses of wine and get the rest of the 
bottle free at the Victory pub 


fi Maidstone Kia motor dealer in Maidstone 
is offering a Lifeshine full car care for only 
£299 


Hf Oliver Carpets in Ramsgate, Herne Bay 
and Cliftonville is offering five per cent off 
when you spend over £250 


@ Secure Style, windows, doors and con- 
servatories in Herne Bay is offering 30 per 
cent off windows and doors 


i Lay Well flooring store in Sittingbourne is 
offering a free upgrade on underlay 


Hf Cliftonvile tile centre in Cliftonville is 
offering free adhesive and grout on all tile 
orders over 15 metres 


l Decorators Choice, supplier of paints an 
wallpapers in Canterbury, is offering 15 per 
cent off all paints 


Hf Wells Clinic in Ashford is offering £50 off 
skin lifting and tightening. Lines and wrinkle 
reduction treatment 


H Bourne Road motor dealer in Crayford is 
offering FREE car mats with all new Mazda 
purchases new and used 


To get these offers go to: 


www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 


”1 Alog cabin is the answer 


Johnsons Nursery Old Th: 
Chestfield, CTS 3)O. berw: 
Tel: 01227 793717 


Notcutts Garden Centre Ousside Disp 
Newham Court Village Maidstone, ME|4 5LH 
Tel: 01622 T3I0777 


Polhill Garden Centre ©: ts 


London Rd, Halstead, Sevenoaks, TN!I4 7AD 


Tel: 0208 1233054 
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colour brochure 
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Essential guide to 
where you can save 


i Linwood Electronics in Rainham is offer- 
ing you £100 off a Panasonic G10 series 
plasma when you trade in your old TV 


@ KOS is offering Pulsar Kinetic watches 
for only £49.99 (inc p&p) no battery 
required, saving over 50 per cent on RRP 


lf The White House hair and beauty salon 
in Deal is offering a free 10-minute 
Kerastase treatment 


Hf Maidstone Kia motor dealer in Maidstone 
is offering MOTs for £45 


KOS is offering Sun Blaster Glare Shields 
from £14.99 


lf FG Barnes motors in Maidstone is ofer- 
ing MOTs for only £39.99 


@ Bannatyne Health Club in Ashford is 
offering a brand new gym bag worth over 
£25 to all new members 


@ KOS is offering big button digital cord- 
less phones for just £24.99, save £20 


@ SCG groundworks in Canterbury is offer- 
ing 10 per cent off all building works 


KOS is offering goose down surround pil- 
lows from only £24.99 inc p&p, save up to 
£125 on RRP 


@ Secure Style windows, doors and con- 
servatories in Herne Bay is offering 30 per 
cent off fascias 


lf KOS is offering Snugfit mattress topper 
from slumberdown from only £69.99, save 
up to £40. Various sizes available 


To get these offers go to: 


www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 


Invoice finance is capital idea 


= 


ORGANISING CASH FLOW: Paul Saunders 


A SALE isn’t a sale until the 
money is the bank, and with late 
payment of invoices a serious prob- 
lem for small businesses, there 
may never have been a better time 
to adopt invoice finance as a way of 
maintaining your company’s bank 


balance. 

In times of economic difficulty small and 
medium-sized enterprises (SME) traditionally 
face cash-flow issues that are compounded by 
a tendency among their customer businesses 
to delay payments, usually because they face 
similar difficulties. 

The Federation of Small Businesses recently 
confirmed companies have seen their usual 
30-day wait for an invoice to be paid stretched 
out to 60 or even 120 days by their customers, 
many of which are large corporations and 
retailers. 

These delays can prove catastrophic for oth- 
erwise viable businesses. 

Invoice finance takes away this stress. 
Clydesdale Bank’s invoice finance service 
enables businesses to obtain immediately up 
to 85 per cent of the value of invoices they 
issue, with the remainder payable when pay- 
ment is received. 

This means they always have rapid access 
to funds which reflect their commercial 
performance. 

Paul Saunders, managing partner at 
Maidstone, explained: “Invoice finance is all 
about improving cash flow, which is a major 
issue for businesses as it leads to more compa- 
nies failing than anything else. 

You can have the best sales pipeline in 
the world but if you don’t have cash 
coming in you won't be able to meet salary 


payments or pay your key suppliers. 

“Invoice finance works by bridging the gap 
between an invoice going out the door and pay- 
ment coming in, which helps the company run 
smoothly. We fund the lion’s share of the 
invoice value when it is raised, with our clients 
getting the rest when their customer pays.” 

Recognising the scale of the demand, 
Clydesdale Bank recently committed an extra 
£100 million to its invoice finance fund. The 
increased support for the local SME communi- 
ty is available through the bank’s Financial 
Solutions Centres (FSC) in Tunbridge Wells 
and Maidstone. 

“Invoice finance is fast replacing traditional 
overdrafts as the preferred way to borrow, and 
the certainty over cash flow it gives is even 
more important in the current climate. We 
responded to increased demand by earmark- 
ing an extra £100m for lending in this area 
and I’m pleased to say it’s already making a 
real difference,” said Mr Saunders. 


Shield 


“As well as helping existing business cus- 
tomers of the bank, we are keen to see new, 
well-managed companies benefit from this 
new fund, demonstrating our ongoing commit- 
ment to supporting the SME community, 
which is the backbone of the economy.” 

Alongside invoice finance, Clydesdale Bank 
has also seen many clients opting to take up 
credit insurance to protect them from cus- 
tomers going bust. Every time a company fails 
there is a financial impact to all of their sup- 
pliers as well, and credit insurance helps to 
shield a business from this. 

Local businesses interested in finding out 
more about invoice finance or other funding 
options, can call Clydesdale’s business branch- 
es in Maidstone (01622 625400) or Tunbridge 
Wells (01892 617620). 
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Unlike other retailers all our prices represent Real discounts!! 
Open 
) a 7 Days 
wr ae a week 


wf 
T RETAIL PRICES ©: | 5% discount on 


STREE 
HIGH Saturday and Sunday 


ASHBURY WICKHAM 
i Table 
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and 7 | - é : 4 Chairs 


4 Chairs 
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Nightstand QQ £79 
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Having problems finding us? Telephone 
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Essential guide to 
where you can save 


Old Sawmills furniture store in Ashford is 
offering a mahogany computer desk — was 
£995 now £495 


@ KOS is offering Swarovski Crystals 
Double Heart Pendant for £29.99 


@ True Grip leisure activity centre in 
Canterbury is offering 15 per cent off 4x4 
road driving experience 


KOS is offering personalised Weekender 
bags for only £29.99 


™ Caffyns Vauxhall motor dealer in 
Tunbridge Wells is offering £250 off used 
vehicles when you present your voucher 
only at Caffyns Vauxhall Chevrolet 


@ KOS is offering Garden Sonic Blaster for 
only £29.99 


@ The White House hair and beauty salon 
in Deal is offering 30 per cent off colouring 


@ KOS is offering Zero Gravity recliner 
chairs from only £124.99 


Hi Baileys Nissan motor dealer in Canterbury 
is offering 15 per cent off all servicing 


@ KOS is offering Sanderson Summer 
Breeze bedlinen. Save £50 on RRP 


™ Caffyns Vauxhall motor dealer in 
Tunbridge Wells is offering half price MOTs 
with a service 


@ KOS is offering Remington Titanium 
washable shaver for only £49.99 inc p&p 
save £50 off RRP 


To get these offers go to: 


www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 


ALTHOUGH evidence of economic 
recovery remains patchy, small 
investors are turning their backs 
on poor savings rates and moving 
back into shares. 

Three new surveys all confirm that small 
investors have played their part in the bounce 
in London’s FTSE-100 from 3,460 points in 
March to more than 5,000 now. 

In total, they have over £150 billion in 
shares, against the peak of £283bn in 1999. 

Virgin Money says 45 per cent of independ- 
ent financial advisors think shares now pro- 
vide the best return on clients’ money, against 
only 29 per cent a year ago. 


Confident 


“Cash is the big loser as investors have start- 
ed to shirk the relative safety of cash in favour 
of capitalising on the long but consistent curve 
of recovery in the stock market,” says 
spokesman Grant Bather. 

This view is confirmed by Rebecca O'Keefe, 
head of investment at Interactive Investor, 
where online trades cost £10 each. 

“Trading figures have returned to levels we 
have not seen since the peak of the dot.com 
bubble in 2001,” she says. 

“As the FTSE hovers around 5,000, investors 
clearly remain confident the market will con- 
tinue to perform well. August saw record UK 
trading on our platform, with trading again 
dominated by big banks and companies 
involved in mineral production.” 

More than 140,000 small investors trade with 
Interactive Investor, and some have seen a 70 
per cent jump in the value of their portfolios in 
2009, often because they backed stricken banks. 


CROSSKEYS BS 


COACHES 


October 

Sat 10th Calais & Cite Europe 

Tues 20th London Eye & Thames Cruise 
Thur 29th Boulogne & Nausicaa 

Sat 31st Halloween at Disneyland 
November 

Mon 2nd Afternoon Cite Europe 


Sat 7th Disney On Ice Princess Wishes 


Tues 10th Cherkley Court & Gardens Christmas Fair 
Wed 11th Ypres Battlefield Tour & Menin Gate 


Mon 16th Westfield Shopping Centre 
Thur 19th Boulogne 

Sat 21st Romford Market 

Wed 25th Bluewater or Lakeside 
Sat 28th Bruges Christmas Markets 


Sat 28th Birmingham Tattoo (2 Days 1 Night) 


Mon 30th Warner's Bodelwyddan Castle 


Investors return 


By JEREMY GATES 


Barclays is up seven-fold, while Royal Bank 
of Scotland has seen a five-fold rise. 

A third survey, from Prudential, says share 
buying by small investors is rarely based on 
expert knowledge. 

The Pru thinks more than 17 million small 
investors have held shares at some time over 
the past decade, and two-thirds of them (65 per 
cent) bought without any professional advice. 

Mostly, they rely on internet searches or 
media reports when selecting shares to buy. 
Only 16 per cent are guided by a financial 
advisor, four per cent consult a stockbroker, 
while 10 per cent are guided by bank or build- 
ing society staff. 

“Not everybody is fortunate enough to have 
spare funds to save or invest, but many people 
do,” says Trevor Cheal, Prudential retirement 
savings business director. 

“It is staggering how few are seeking finan- 
cial advice or looking to capitalise on the 
growth potential the stock market has histori- 
cally offered.” 

Shares, therefore, may be driven by the ‘herd 
instinct’. What happens next is anybody’s guess. 

“Those who have underestimated this rate of 
recovery have been hurt badly,” says Jeremy 
Smith, head of UK equities for fund manager 
Neptune Investment Management. 

“We believe that, with continued positive 
momentum, the FTSE-100 can reach 5,500 in 
short order.” 

But Derek Stuart, manager of the highly- 
rated Artemis UK Special Situations Fund, 
warns that markets have moved far beyond 
fundamentals. 


With rising oil prices, rising unemployment 
and the biggest decline in US consumer credit 
since 1944, he wonders how long the rally can 
last. 

Talk of resurgent shares poses a big dilem- 
ma for Britain’s over-50s. 

From October 6, they can invest a maximum 
£10,200 each in equity ISAs (Individual 
Savings Accounts) under new limits allowed 
by Chancellor Alistair Darling. The new limit 
applies to everybody else from April, 2010. 

The ISA wrapper means all capital gains on 
shares is tax free. Dividend income is taxed at 
10 per cent. For higher-rate taxpayers, the 
attractions are obvious. 

But if markets lose their nerve, or Britain’s 
economy enters the widely-feared ‘double-dip 
recession’, buying shares now could soon incur 
hefty losses. 

In these uncertain times, here are the key 
rules for investors to follow: 

e After London shares have risen so far so 
fast, chances of further capital gains are 
inevitably reduced, in the short term at least. 

With commentators predicting falls in the 
next 18 months, equity investment must be for 
a minimum five years, preferably for 10. 

One of the most successful managed funds, 
Jupiter Financial Opportunities, has produced 
a total return of 815 per cent since its launch 
in June, 1997, a compound annual growth rate 
of 19.8 per cent. 

Fund manager Philip Gibbs parked a big 
slice of his fund in cash through last year’s tur- 
moil, so his supporters are keen to see what he 
does next. 

¢ Older investors, closer to retirement, need 
the protection of a widely-diversified portfolio to 
ensure their income stream is not slashed by the 
sort of market turmoil we saw in autumn 2008. 


2009 DAY TRIPS 
AND HOLIDAYS 


ovember (continued) 


£295.00 


Historic Hotel, Wales 


(5 Days 4 Nights) 


Mon 30th Maidstone & Newnham Court 


Shopping Village 


December 


Christmas at Heaven Farm 


£13.00 
£41.00 
£19.50 
£35.00 
£17.00 
£23.00 
£15.00 
£16.50 
£31.00 
£97.00 


Sat 5th 
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Sun 6th 
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Wed 9th 
Sat 12th 
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Sun 13th 
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Sun 20th 


Frankfurt Christmas Markets 
Afternoon Cite Europe 

London Christmas Lights & Sights 
Thursford Christmas Spectacular 
Bruges Christmas Markets 

Lille Christmas Markets 
Christmas at Disneyland Paris 
Calais Christmas Markets 


£19.50 


£34.00 
£13.00 
£16.00 
£58.00 
£31.00 
£33.00 
£60.50 
£19.50 


Saturday 28th - 
Sunday 29th November 
£97 Per Person, 
Bed & Breakfast 


Monday 30th November - 
Friday 4th December 
£295 Per Person, 
Half Board 


Pick up’s from Dover, Folkestone, Cheriton, Hythe and Ashford or park for free at our depot. 


To book call 01303 272625 or visit www.crosskeys.uk.com 
Crosskeys Business Park, Caesars Way, Folkestone, Kent CT19 4AL 
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for share of the action 


“A portfolio should include equities, bond funds, 


cash and property, reflecting your own attitude to LONG-TERM INVESTMENT: Three 
risk,” says Ben Yearsley at IFA Hargreaves new surveys all confirm that small 


Lansdown. z : ; 
e Make sure any equity investment is global, ives ors Nave layed sip 


because Britain faces a turbulent 18 months the bounce in London’s FTSE-100 
while other parts of the world are likely to recov- 
er more quickly. 

Yearsley, for instance, likes the Neptune 
Balanced Growth Fund, with nearly half invest- 
ed in the UK, five per cent in Japan, five per cent 
in Russia and the rest spread around countries 
and sectors which look interesting. 


Drip feeding 

Another well-regarded fund is First State Asia 
Pacific Leaders, a £2.9 billion fund invested in 
large and mid-cap companies in Asia Pacific, 
excluding Japan. 

e In rockier economic times, steady income may 
be more important than capital growth — so look 
to invest in funds which invest in companies 
which pay good dividends. 

e Look to drip-feed an investment, paying in 
perhaps £100 per month to a managed fund. It 
means if the share price falls, you get more units 
when share prices eventually recover. 

“By drip-feeding funds into the market over the 
longer term, investors take advantage of pound 
cost averaging, buying in peaks and troughs but 
buying disproportionately more on dips,” says Dr 
Stephen Barber, who advises Selftrade, an execu- 
tion-only stockbroker. 

Above all, whatever Prudential might suggest, 
the global economy is really too risky these days 
for investors to rely on rumours and online discus- 
sion boards. They really should check the views of 
professionals — fund managers and financial advi- 
sors — before they commit cash. The old days of 
easy profits on equities may be gone forever. 


oY 
/ 
7 


Opening Hours 

Monday to Friday: 08.30 till 5pm 

e Saturday: 09.00 till 4pm * Sunday: Closed 

187 Northdown Road, Cliftonville, Kent CT9 2PA 
t: 01843 296603 f: 01843 296492 e: sales@cliftonvilletilecentre.co.uk 
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DON’T GAMBLE: 
Businesses 
should not 
abandon 
insuring their 
company to 

cut costs 


WITH an estimated one-in-four 
households choosing not to 
renew or cancelling their 
insurance premiums, 
industry experts believe 
many business owners, 
struggling in the cur- 
rent recession, will fol- 
low suit in a bid to 


cut costs. 

However, Belmont 
International, one 
of the South East’s 
largest independ- 
ent insurance bro- 
kers, based near 
Sevenoaks, 
believes that com- 
panies can avoid 
putting themselves 
at risk by spending a 
little time examining 
what they actually need 
to ensure compliance with their 
legal obligations, commercial 
mortgages or leases, or what 
financial risk they can bear. 


FURNITURE WORLD 


Where customer service comes first in 


A recent survey of 2,000 households, under- 
taken by YouGov research on behalf of the 
Association of British Insurers (ABD), found 
that 22 per cent of households had cancelled 
their contents insurance and 17 per cent had 
ditched the compulsory buildings insurance in 
an effort to cut costs during the recession. 

Belmont International has successfully 
helped many local businesses to reduce their 
premiums without the need for such drastic 
action resulting in lower costs and the all- 
important peace of mind. 


Jeopardise 


David Armstrong, associate director at 
Belmont International, said: “Although many 
businesses may be struggling financially dur- 
ing the current recession, deciding to stop pay- 
ing their premiums or renewing their build- 
ings, business continuity insurance, to save 
money is a very risky game to play. 

“Failure of the directors to adequately insure 
a business’s activity or essential asset can seri- 
ously jeopardise the future of a business and 
in the case of liability insurance could leave 
business owners and directors exposed to pros- 
ecution and personal financial loss.” 

Commercial property insurance is impor- 
tant for most businesses, says Belmont 
International. 

Not insuring a commercial property in terms 


_ 


Wes 


Cutting corners Is 
a risky business 


of its physical structure leaves a business 
financially exposed should there be a serious 
incident and may place them in breach of the 
terms of any mortgage agreement. 

The cost of building insurance is deter- 
mined by a combination of factors, including 
postcode, the size and type of the property, 
the insurer’s view on the prevalence (or 
absence) of crime, flooding or subsidence in 
the area, as well as any attempts by the 
owner to improve the property’s security and 
claims history. 

Mr Armstrong continued: “The key is not to 
underinsure, so make sure you have a proper 
re-instatement valuation, plus inventory of 
stock and equipment. 

“The tendency is to underestimate so as to 
minimise premiums and then regret it when 
the claim comes in. 

“Many businesses may consider the risk of a 
fire to be low particularly if they have good 
security and fire protection thus reducing pre- 
miums, but retaining cover. 

“There are a variety of things that company 
owners should consider when wishing to min- 
imise costs without jeopardising their busi- 
ness, but only experts such as Belmont 
International will know what all of those risks 
and options are.” 

You can contact Belmont International on 
01732 744700 or visit www.belmontint.com. 


Supplying Quality Furniture 
Hythe on over 14 years 


= — — | i) 


i 


Que ain iv to offer the best possible prices, 52 weeks a year and will match any price within a 30 mite radius, 


Delwery /8 free as ie removal of old furniture, we pride ourselves On our repulavion and customer 8a tisfac tion 


01505 239239 


Fomily Owned. Furniture World 
EST 1910 


Alstons 


etas kL wes 


) health 


ALDI 
CAR PARK 
Bank Street 


We Are 
Here 


1S yb emAH 


EDITORIAL @ 01303 817100 


MONEY MATTERS 


XV 


Think meaner, leaner and greener 


CARMAKERS deserve credit for 
some leaner and meaner models in 
response to global warming, new 


legislation and volatile fuel prices. 

It normally takes five to seven years to 
bring a new car to the market, so ‘new gener- 
ation’ cars we all crave simply cannot happen 
overnight. 

But manufacturers are understandably 
reluctant to sideline the internal combustion 
engine in favour of expensive research and 
development of new technologies. 

Nevertheless, the Government is pres- 
surising people into smaller and cleaner cars 
through new road tax bandings, ranging 
from zero to £400/year and set to become 
tougher. 

Next year, gas guzzling limos or 4x4s face 
£950 road tax in the first year although any- 
one spending £50-100,000 surely won’t blink 
at this ‘paltry’ sum. 

For most of us though, 


Maidstone Kia 


1 A new Picanto for £4,495; 
2 Just £35 road tax. 


3 The Government giving away money. 


BY STEVE LOADER 


saving a few quid and doing our bit for the 
environment is sensible and worthy and, 
with electric cars automatically exempt from 
tax, politicians and carmakers are jumping 
on the electric bandwagon now. 

There has been lots of publicity about ‘plug- 
in’ models for overnight charging at home or 
swanky city centre charging points. 

But this is simply sweeping car emissions 
under the carpet or, more correctly, whisking 
them up the belching chimney of the nearest 
conventional power station. 

Sure, moves are afoot to re-energise the 
nuclear generation industry, but we all have 
qualms about that and it won’t happen 
overnight. 

So, what are the other runners? Japanese 
giants Toyota and Honda have stormed 
ahead with hybrids 

pairing a convention- 


al engine with electric power and batteries and 
Peugeot will follow soon, with other brands set 
to join the club, but hybrids are expensive. 

And so we come back to the internal com- 
bustion ‘lump’ where emissions are plummet- 
ing, economy is soaring and refinement is 
improving. 

In fact, things are moving so fast that you 
marvel at what a few well-applied kicks up the 
backside can achieve. 

The downsizing phenomenon is also well 
under way, with several new cars proving that 
‘small is beautiful’ such as Toyota’s all-new IQ 
baby car, seating three adults and a child with- 
in a bodyshell barely longer than a two-seat 
Smart city car. 


And Italy’s Fiat has reversed its fortunes by 
looking to the past to design a Fiat 500 (pic- 
tured) for the 21st Century. 

Most carmakers also now have an ‘eco sub- 
brand’ such as Vauxhall’s ecoFLEX line-up 
and Kia’s EcoDynamics, but they don’t come 
cheap, so weigh potential long term savings 
against upfront cost — if you don’t cover the 
miles, conventional alternatives may be a bet- 
ter bet. 

Don’t ignore petrol models either; the higher 
price of diesel cars and the fuel at the pumps 
must be compared with new small capacity low 
emission/consumption petrol engines such as 
the turbocharged 1.4-litre unit on the Fiat 
Grande Punto. 


IS YOUR CARIREADY 
i 


©. 


DON'T GET CAUGHT OUT THIS YEAR... 
BOOK YOUR PRE-WINTER CHECKSANDSERVICEINOW! 


RANGE ROAD, IND. EST., WYTHE 
WWW.BANDDSPECIALISTCARS.CO.UK 01303 264700 


675 London Road, Ditton, Aylesford ME20 6DF 


01732 878950 


v.maidstonekia.co.uk 


FUEL CONSUMPTION FIGURES IN MPG tL, 
COz EMISSIONS ARE: 13/7 - 117 G/KM 


1DOKM} FOR 


THE PICANTO RANGE AR 


£ URBAN 387 
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Buying - 


BY STEVE LOADER 


BRITAIN’S economy is limping 
towards recovery according to 
Government statistics released 
this week, but they also showed 
people are saving more despite 


weak interest rates. 

And a stampede back to savings is the last 
thing the economy needs even if nobody needs 
a return to the profligacy that got us into this 
mess. 

Against this backdrop though, buying a new 
car starts to make sense, because dealers are 
desperate to sell and that means hefty dis- 
counts — far greater than you can earn from 
years of saving. 

Ah, you say, but a car costs thou- 
sands with or without dis- 


and you can make big savings after driving off 
the forecourt too by downsizing and opting for 
a model incurring lower road tax, fuel bills and 
other running costs. 

If you have a car ten years old or older, you 
could save yourself £2,000 straight away with 
a grant from the Government-sponsored 
Scrappage scheme launched in May and 
renewed this week (see later story), but there 
have been hefty discounts available on most 
new cars for months now. 

Even if, after raiding the bank account and 
waving your ‘wad’ at the dealer, your cash 
does not stretch to the discounted asking 
price, there are other deals that can be fac- 
tored in, such as zero or low rate finance. A 
generous warranty up to seven years is also 
worth having. 

And don’t forget to ask for trimmings like a 
tank of fuel, car mats or discounts on any little 

add-ons you might fancy. 
= Do your home- 
——™. work though to 
» <>, ensure you are 
not buying a 
car on ‘run- 


new savings plan 


= 


MADE IN BRITAIN: There’s a British bonus from buying the Nissan Qashqai (above) and Micra; 
and below left, the Kia ceed SW family hatch and estate comes with seven-year warranty 


trade one gas guzzler for another. zling executive models or 4x4s face £950 a 


count. Yes, but most of _s@ 
us will buy one 
sooner or later : 


out’, where 


the engine 
carefully 
too; with fuel 
prices 


Buy wisely though and your new vehicle 
could save you a fortune, even on depreciation, 
though cars always devalue — unless they 
achieve classic status. 

You can also afford to congratulate yourself 
for offloading something less efficient in 
favour of a modern and more eco-friendly 
model. 

On the other hand, you might have lost tons 
on that big 4x4, but work out what it will cost 
you to run it for the next three years — it might 
be a lot less than the cost of chopping it for a 


year road tax from next year — but road tax is 
still a relatively small part of the motoring 
budget for most of us. 

Many superminis sit in the lowest road tax 
band of £35 a year and though you might be 
tempted by tax-exempt diesel eco models, just 
check the price against a standard version of 
the same car. The eco supermini might save 
you £105 in road tax over three years, but you 
will pay more for the car upfront. 

So, check out conventional equivalents and 
don’t dismiss petrol power; that fuel is still 


volatile, you 
don’t want to 


be A MOTORLINE RENAUL rs 
; , LTS 
\ ie ae CHARGES ARE 
L ; , maa UR COMPETITORS 
‘ | Pate UICING, 
NAN 
Fw OR REPAIR 
WS, Lae W = 
* TLL MAT 
eo 4 | LIKE-FOR-L TK a 
~ ~ WRITTEN quoTE >» 
; > 
™ UsING Renay 
if ¥. wy ORIGINAL PARTS 
»~ crow eS 
ns ANY GARAGE > 
it - } WITHIN FIVE MILES 
» OF MOTORL INE RENAULT »> 


— “—— IT’S THar SIMPLE ——_ 
ea RENAULT SERVICING 


eee 
. 


>> 


: QUAL Ty ee: 
: SERVICE aT : 
A COMPETITIVE price 


FOR MORE INFoRI 
MATION, 
WWW MOTORLINE CO “UK/ RENAL 
OR CALL o8700 2218 


The quality and reliability you expect 
from your Renault can be maintained 
for a lot less than you may think! 

So why risk accepting second best 
from another repairer? 


e We are confident in our ability to 
be competitive, we promise that our 
servicing charges are as low 
as any of our competitors! 


e For servicing, maintenance or repairs 
we will match any like-for-like written 
quote using Renault original parts* from 
any garage within five miles of our premises. 


¢ No catches, no clauses, no quibbles. 
It's that simple. 


A28 
Chart Road 
ELEPHONE 


Vauxhall 
Industrial Estate 
TELEPHONE 


ee 

_ ey 

0845 129 0845 129 0845 129 
4493 4487 2941 


“Offer applicable until 31st December 2009. Quotes must be produced in writing and quoted using only Renault original parts. Like-for-like content of quate must be exactly comparable work. Quote supplied can 
be from any garage within a five mile driving distance from our premises. Offer is for retail customers only, excludes fleet customers, Renault accessories, merchandise and bodyshop work. 


motoriine.co, 
Direct Aftersales Booking Service 


08700 112218 


cheaper and makes sense for lower mileage 
users. 


new car. 
Road tax also favours downsizing — gas guz- 


CANTERBURY HYUNDAI 
YOUR NEAREST 


MAIN DEALER 
HYUNDAI SERVICE 


It’s comforting to know that people who repair and maintain 
your car were trained by the people that built it. Whether it’s 
a new or used Hyundai, we can help you to keep your car 
running smoothly - economically and efficiently. 


e £29.95 MOT’s while you wait 
e Fixed priced servicing for older vehicles from £79.99 


FREE MOT with every major service 
e Valeting from £12.99 
e Air Conditioning £99 including Regas Deodorizer 


e FREE prebookable courtesy Cars 


Leave us your car and we'll drop 
PLUS you in Canterbury City Centre 
to shop till you drop 


HYUNDAI 


Parts & Servicing are open: Weekdays 8:00 - 6:00 & Saturday 8:30 - 12:30 
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Government’s scrapheap 
banger takes on more fuel 


BY STEVE LOADER 


AFTER a few stutters and bangs, 
the Government’s £2,000-a-go 
Scrappage incentive got off to a 
flying start, requiring a refuel at 
the Labour Party Conference. 

The initial £300 million fund set aside by 
the Treasury was due to run out this month, 
instead of the expected cut-off date next 


March, but Business Secretary Lord 
Mandelson confirmed a top-up — enough 


Essential guide to 
where you can save 


Hi Bourne Road motor dealer in Crayford is 
offering free tank of fuel with all Mazda pur- 
chases new and used 


HM Robins and Day motor dealer in 
Maidstone is offering MOTs for £29.99 and 
a service and MOT from £119.99 


MH Motorline Renault motor dealer in 
Canterbury, Ashford and Maidstone is 
offering £99 service and free MOT for vehi- 
cles three years and older 


Hf Truegrip off-road fun in Canterbury is 
offering 15 minutes of karting for only £10 


lH UK Stone stone merchant in Hersden 
near Canterbury is offering 10 per cent off 
Sandstone and limestone list price 


HM Robins and Day motor dealer in 
Rochester is offering MOTs for £29.99 and 
a service and MOT from £119.99 


i Chambers Motorcycles in Maidstone is 
offering a free lock when you purchase a 


SALES BOOST: Government-sponsored Scrappage 
grants have boosted sales of new superminis like 
the Hyundai i20 and Chevrolet Aveo 


to finance a further 100,000 deals on top 
of 200,000 already signed. yA 
The offer is that the donor car or van 


bike instore 


SCG groundworks in Canterbury is offer- 


going to the crusher must have been 
registered before 31 August 1999 and 
your name must have been on the V5 
logbook’ for 12 months before the 
date your new car order is placed. 
Carmakers have mostly embraced 
the deal after initial disappointment 


that they would be expected to foot half of 


each ‘£2,000 Government Scrappage grant’ 
and noting the Treasury would claw back 
some money through VAT on each car sale. 

Some brands have even put extra money 
on the table on top of their £1,000 per unit as 
well as extra specification and zero per cent 
finance — though this is no big deal when 
interest rates are so low. 


On the other hand, consumers with 
savings will know they are receiving pre- 
cious little return and be tempted to seek a 
psychological boost from buying a new motor 
that should be cheaper to fuel and tax. 

And don’t be despondent if not in a position 
to take advantage of Scrappage; with the 
exception of city cars and superminis, you 


should get a hefty discount on most new cars 
in the current climate without needing a 
banger to scrap. 

If you have been out of the car market for 
a while though, do your research; diesel cars 
now outsell petrol, but they cost more and 
the extra weight can be wearing and intru- 
sive in the smaller cars most in demand now 
and you need to cover many miles to recover 
extra upfront outlay. 

Meanwhile, petrol is making a comeback 
with lighter, small capacity turbocharged 
engines. You might also consider a hybrid, but 
these cost more and this must also be weighed 
against the mileage you intend to cover. 


ing 10 per cent off landscaping 


li FG Barnes Motors in Maidstone is offer- 
ing half price MOT with full service 


lf Bannatyne Health Club in Ashford is 
offering memberships from as little as £29 
a month 


lf UK Stone stone merchants in Hersden nr 
Canterbury is offering 10 per cent off sand- 
stone spheres 


To get these offers go to: 


www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 


BAILEYS NISSAN 


CREDIT 
SERVICING 


SERVICING 
FROM ONLY 


YOUR ANNUAL SERVICE & MOT 

NOW COSTS LESS AT NORTHGATE 

WITHOUT COMPROMISING GN QUALITY. 

NOW JUST £119 FOR ANY MAKE OR MODEL wr 10 2000cc) 


ALSO AVAILABLE FREE ANTI-FREEZE CHECK! 


NORTHGATE GARAGE 


te 


etlectnve 


coves O845 058 9797 


Ratieys Cantertury, Woonrrrster Food, Vaacehall trabusewie Estate, Cantertary CT1 1V¥ 


NORTHGATE, CANTERBURY, KENT CT1 1FW 
0800 4585189 www.northgatealfaromeo.co.uk 
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omarter driving, better saving 


DOWNSIZING to a more fuel and 
tax efficient car should be just part 
of your master plan to cut the 
motoring budget. 


The next stage involves smarter driving and 
journey planning and getting fitter by walking 
and cycling instead of using the car on short 
journeys — cold engines waste fuel and produce 
60 per cent more emissions than warm ones. 

Short car journeys also mean extra servicing 
and more engine wear. 

If you must drive then follow these tips from 
the Institute of Advanced Motorists and RAC 
Foundation: 

e Plan your route to save strain on car and 
driver. Take the most direct route —a sat nav can 
help — and go off peak if possible. Commuters 
should think about car sharing, Park and Ride 
bus schemes or other public transport. 

e Have your vehicle serviced regularly. 


SENSIBLE SAVERS: Downsizing saves 
money, but sensible driving can knock more 
off your motoring bill for a Skoda Roomster 
mini-MPV (above) or Renault Clio (right) 


Successfully Trading Since 1904 


BY STEVE LOADER 


Neglected engines waste at least ten per cent 
more fuel and catalytic converters only clean 
emissions when properly maintained. 

e Check tyres — under-inflated tyres need 
replacing more often (itself an environmental 
problem), are dangerous and waste fuel. 
Check pressures weekly. 

© Obey speed limits to save money and stay 
legal. Feather the throttle as you reach cruis- 
ing speed; 56mph uses 25 per cent less fuel 
than 70mph and a smoother driving style 
saves fuel. 

e Accelerate briskly without racing the 
engine — pulling away too fast uses up to 60 
per cent more fuel. Intelligent gear changes at 
modest engine speeds can save up to 15 per 
cent in fuel. 

e Reduce drag — remove roof 


Tunbridge Wells 
01892 515700 


Wwww.caffyns.co.uk 


racks and carriers when not in use and keep 
windows closed to avoid drag and wasted fuel. 
Remove unnecessary and heavy boot luggage 
and wide wheels and tyres that add rolling 
resistance. Air conditioning costs fuel too so try 
to use the fan and vents unassisted. 

e Buy green fuel and use less. Look for low 
sulphur ‘city’ diesel or cleaner petrol (low sul- 
phur/aromatics). Consider converting to LPG 
(liquid petroleum gas) — half the price of petrol 
and cleaner. 

e Think ahead — there is no point rushing 
and then having to brake suddenly. 

e Be a tank miser. Why fill the tank to the 
brim and burn more fuel carrying more weight 
than necessary? 

e Stuck in traffic? Turn off the engine after 
two minutes to save fuel and emissions. 

e For more eco tips see Julie Maddocks’ 
online video report at: www.yourkenttv- 
.co.uk/community. 


Essential guide to 
where you can save 


™@ Northgate Alfa motor dealer in 
Canterbury is offering fixed-price servicing 
for cars three years plus. Silver Care Petrol 
or Diesel £139 


@ KOS is offering the Doro 338 GSM Big 
button mobile phone for £99.99 


Hf Village Hotel hotel and leisure club in 
Maidstone is offering free loaded nachos 
worth £5.95 when you buy a bucket of six 
Mexican Sol beers from the Victory pub 


lf KOS is offering the Pulsar Military Style 
Chronograph Watch. Save £20. Offer price 
£49.99, RRP £69.99 


lf FG Barnes motors in Maidstone is offer- 
ing £250 of accessories with Network Q 
purchases 


@ KOS is offering Peers Hardy leather 
handbag and free umbrella for £19.99 


™ Robins and Day motor dealer in 
Canterbury is offering MOTs for £29.99 and 
service and MOT from £119.99 


@ Truegrip off-road fun in Canterbury is 
offering 15 per cent off a 4X4 off-road driv- 
ing experience 


KOS is offering solar powered bird baths. 
Save £30. Offer price £119.99 RRP, £149.99 


Hf Village Hotel hotel and leisure club in 
Maidstone is offering a free day pass when 
you call into village leisure club and 
exchange your voucher —- available from 
www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 


To get these offers go to: 


www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 
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CHEVEIILET 


Official Fuel Consumption Figures mpg (litres/100km): Vauxhall Range: urban 12.7 (22.3) - 51.4 (5.5), extra-urban 25.4 (11.1) - 74.3 (3.8), combined 18.6 (15.2) - 62.8 (4.5), CO2 Emissions 119 - 364 g/km. Official Fuel Consumption Figures mpg (litres/100km): Chevrolet 0.8 S: urban 6.9 (40.9), extra-urban 4.2 (67.3), combined 5.2 
(54.3), CO2 Emissions 119 g/km. *Terms and conditions apply. Vehicles are shown for illustration purposes only. These offers supersede all previously advertised offers. Prices correct at time of going to press. Offers are subject to availability. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request, finance is subject to status. EROE. is 
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ROAD TAX FRIENDLY: the Vauxhall Corsa 
ecoFLEX is a much greener version of its 
mainstream counterparts, while all new 
Mazda3 models have lighter weight 
built in for lower 

emissions and a 


fuel bills r 


oo 


‘| 


See the tax-beating options 


BY STEVE LOADER 


WHATEVER you do, don’t swap 
your current car just to save a few 


pounds on road tax. 

On the other hand, Government efforts to 
tax ‘gas guzzlers’ off the road can further 
ease the burden on your motoring budget if 


ROAD TAX BANDS ; 


Band A (0-100g/km of CO2) - £0 
Bands B and C (101-120g/km) — £35 
Bands D and E (121-140g/km) — £120 
Band F (141-150g/km) - £125 

Band G (151-160g/km) - £150 

Bands H and | (161-180g/km) - £175 


INSURANCE 


Bands J and K (181-225g/km) — £215 \ ' 
Band L (226-255g/km) - £405 ¥ 
Band M (255g/km plus) — £405 | 1\ 


you plan to downsize or go for a more fuel-effi- 
cient model. 

Chancellor Alistair Darling has taken the 
pressure off a bit after an outcry induced by 
draconian rates 
due to be 


—— 


applied to larger cars, just as the recession 
clobbered the economy. 

But Labour — and a Conservative govern- 
ment is unlikely to be different due to the 
world’s environmental worries — has said it 
will continue to drive down vehicle sizes and 

s emissions by using tough VED 
(Vehicle Excise Duty) rates, 
based on CO2 emissions 
rather than fuel consump- 
tion and applying only to 


cars registered after 
March 1, 2001. 
Inconsistent emis- 


sions data on older cars 
means these are taxed 
simply at £120/year up to 
1,549cc and then £185 if larger — 
something of a bargain for owners of older 
‘gas guzzlers’ if they can bear higher fuel bills, 
opt for a £1,500-2,000 LPG (liquid petroleum 
gas) conversion or cover relatively few miles. 


Essential guide to 
where you can save 


Hf Village Hotel, hotel and leisure club in 
Maidstone is offering a free bottle of house 
wine when you present your voucher at 
time of booking your office Christmas lunch 
before November 1 - minimum table of four 
to qualify - available from www.vouchers- 
forkent.co.uk 


i KOS is offering a porous seepage hose, 
so you can save time and money and use 
up to 70 per cent less water. From only 
£19.99, save £35 on RRP 


M Northgate Alfa motor dealer in 
Canterbury is offering air conditioning serv- 
ices for £79.95, plus VAT 


KOS is offering Severin Electric BBQ. 
Save £30 on offer price of £149.99, RRP 
£179.99 


Hi Baileys Nissan motor dealer in Canterbury 
is offering 15 per cent off MOTs 


B Living Out log cabin store, Chestfield, 
Maidstone is offering 10 per cent off every- 
thing 


@ KOS is offering a £200 saving on the 
Toyota CB04T Mark Il sewing machine, only 
£99.99 inc p&p, RRP £299.99 


lH Chambers Motorcycles in Maidstone is 
offering free oil filter when you have your 
bike serviced in the service department 


KOS is offering rechargable micro lug- 
gage scales £19.99 


KOS is ofering the Extreme bra for £24.99 


To get these offers go to: 


www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO ALL OFFERS 


There really has never been a better time to buy a new Corsa SXi with a great range of offers including one 
years’ free insurance. Order one today and take delivery before 31st December to beat the VAT increase. 


FG Barnes 


01622 755531 


VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data - Fuel Consumption Figures mpg (litres/100km): Corsa SXi Range: urban 35.3 (8.0) - 49.6 (5.7), extra- 
urban 56.5 (5.0) - 74.3 (3.8), combined 46,3 (6.1) - 62.8 (4.5), co, Emissions 146 - 119 g/km 
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(= THE BIGGEST & BEST 
SALE NOW ON 


U0 SAME DAY parabeet WHEN YOU WANT IT. 


Motion Furniture Limite: 


Woburn Suite 


Recliner Chair 


Sees jal ii 


3ft Chunky Bunk Bed 
WAS £299 
Corona waxed bedside 
Devon f eo eer f -— & 
~ | Dining Set 7 — Al 
od 4 Solid ; jo : 
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wardrobe 


Olid oak extending dining 


: — 
val =| 
table and 4 solid oak chairs Es— ed 
*Offers applies to stock orders only WAS £999.99 3 


Oo 
David lan * «= 
Furniture Ltd am [Devic 


Dymchurch Road, Hythe, Kent  Dymehurcn A259 Hythe > 


ee 01303 264052 


Open 7 days a week Monday-Saturday 9am-5.30pm Sunday 10am-4pm 


CROSSWORD & SUDOKU Nol08 


Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 


CRYPTIC CLUES 

ACROSS 

1 Engagement ring (5) 

4 Footwork (8) 

8 Skilful way of electing candidate? (8,6) 

10 Run back and harass beast (9) 

TL He deserts the poor retreating soldiers (5) 
12 Precious lady? (4) 

13 Open one’ lip? (8) 

17 Prophet's doleful story (8) 

18 Change focus quickly seeing animals at menagerie to 
start with (4) 

22 Locked in a state of readiness (5) 

24 Restrict transonic development (9) 

25 Coming dates (6,8) 

26 Leo, a gent performing stretch (8) 

27 River having its ups and downs (5) 


DOWN 

1 Conflicting with conflict? (7) 

2 Brand Arthur relied on (9) 

3 Properly - one side only (6) 

4 Filmy deposit on ornamental tablet (6) 

5 Number getting in split payment (8) 

6 Remove article from newspaper perhaps. That's enough 
(32,3) 

7 Sharon dominated part of musical work (5) 

9 Quickly rotate flap (4) 

14 Ambidextrous pair, factory worker and newsman (3-6) 
15 Dosing me another scarcely detectable amount (8) 

16 State made an opening thanks to Indian city (8) 

17 Witticism from card endlessly (4) 

19 Frenchman longer developing crossbred (7) 

20 Attack nave I'd damaged (6) 

21 Still relaxed (2,4) 

23 Sing some silly ode lethargically (5) 


~~ 


MEDIUM 


BOS SSE OD 
BEEOCCee 
penn] fol 


SPONSORED BY 


WATERSTONE'S 


ii 1 
Po ci} — 

Bu. 
BEEECCee 
BEOOCBEBCEO 


cn 
=a 


ACROSS 

1 Summarise (3,2) 

4 It might follow foul on pitch (4-4) 
8 Painful place in prison (77) 

10 Of an uncle (9) 

Tl East African country (5) 

12___ and kin (4) 

13 Cornish resort (8) 

17 Chief element (8) 

18 Enthusiastic (4) 


24 - marriage (633) 
25 Philatelist (5-9) 

26 Newly independent (8) 
27 Link (3-2) 


LAST WEEK'S SOLUTIONS 


SUDOKU SOLUTIONS No107 


MEDIUM 


Answers to all of this week's quizzes can be found on our website 


DOWN 

1 Relapse (7) 

2 Inlaid work (9) 

3 Sudden jump (6) 

4 Faint (6) 

5 Urged strongly (8) 

6 Suicidal attack (8) 

7 Free from dirt (5) 

9 Green gem (4) 

14 Short story (9) 

15 Long narrow flag (8) 
16 One-wheeler (8) 

T7 Sovereign (4) 

19 Early morning moisture (7) 
20 Charm (6) 

21 Shy (6) 

23 Fact (5) 


CRYPTIC SOLUTION Nol07 
ACROSS: 1 Far-off 4 Agadir 10 Jambalaya 
11 Oscar 12 Academe 13 Refocus 14 

Reap the reward 16 Precipitation 21 
Plateau 22 Lexicon 24 Esker 25 Generator 
26 Hiding 27 People. DOWN: 1 Fijian 2 
Rumba 3 Flare-up 5 Good few 6 Deck-cargo 
7 Rarest 8 Take the plunge 9 Sabre-rattling 
15 Earmarked 17 Chevron 18 Tax-free 19 
Speech 20 Untrue 23 Cut-up. 


QUICK SOLUTION Nol08 
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Kent's local 
community website 


e Property TV ¢ Motors TV 
e Leisure TV e Business TV 
e Sports TV 


Award Winning Company 


Community TV Sponsored by P&O ane Ferries 
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A road trip to assault the sd 


BY ALEX FINER 


AS he nonchalantly swerved out of 
the path of lorries coming over the 
brow of a hill on the wrong side of 
the dual carriageway, it was clear 
that our driver was key to surviv- 
ing this 1,700-mile journey around 
Rajasthan. 

Even travelling into town from the airport, 
Sonu manoeuvred the 4x4 Ford Endeavour 
carrying me, my wife and daughter around the 
cows — sacred animals to Hindus — that wan- 
dered all over the highway. 

Defined by the colour of the houses, our 
Indian journey included the white city of 
Udaipur on Lake Pichola, the blue city of 
Jodhpur, golden Jaisalmer near the Pakistan 
border, via a safari camp at Osian to 
Rajasthan’s pink capital of Jaipur. 

There was also a side-trip to Agra for the Taj 
Mahal before the final leg to Delhi — no won- 
der I felt like I was in a road movie. 

The soundtrack was one of horns — blaring 
from dilapidated buses, tractors, cars, scooters 
and auto-rickshaws. The noise was not a frus- 
trated expression of road rage, but rather a co- 
operative venture in which each vehicle gave 
notice of its presence. 

The Shiv Niwas hotel within the City Palace 
walls in Udaipur offered us welcome respite, 
and a tour illuminated the past glories of a 
royal lineage dating back to the 16th century. 

The Mehrangarh Fort dominates the city 
with a bird’s eye view of the cobweb of streets. 
Now a museum, it is full of artefacts from the 
Marwar dynasty, from lice combs to highly- 
prized miniature paintings. 

Sonu expertly ferried us between markets 
and palaces and restaurants, and an optician 


Kent’s local 


COLOUR: From the bright, busy streets, to the calm of the desert, there's beauty everywhere you look 


where my wife’s sunglasses were repaired 
with a smile and without charge. 

All too soon, on we went across increasingly 
flat, sandy terrain to Jaisalmer. We stayed in 
the Mandir Palace hotel, built over centuries 
in elaborately-carved golden sandstone. 

We bought cotton shirts and yoga trousers 
made to measure in three hours, haggled over 
a painted window-shutter, had an authentic 
oily Ayurvedic massage and enjoyed curries at 
the Trio restaurant with its view over the ram- 
parts of the fort. 

At Sam, further into the Thar Desert, we 
rode camels as the sun set and shadows 
lengthened over the sand-dunes. 

Back on the road, we reached Jaipur, popula- 
tion 2.5 million. 

Early the following morning, Sonu drove us 
to Dera Amer, where, like some colonial 


community website 


Also ¢ Property TV « Motors TV 
e Leisure TV/e Business TV ¢ Sports TV 


©) Community TV Sponsored by P&O > 9 Ferries 


Viceroy, I took a pre-breakfast ramble among 
cacti and parakeets atop a painted elephant. 

I lost count of the number of dead dogs on 
the road to Agra, and the white chimneys of 
brick kilns flashing past began to resemble 
temple spires. It was hard, however, not to be 
impressed by the symmetry and perfect pro- 
portions of the Taj Mahal, even when viewed 
through a cold December fog. Its white marble 
had an ethereal, weightless appearance, as if it 
could float off at any moment. 

As for Sonu, he was pale with the concentra- 
tion of negotiating five lines of traffic squeezed 
into three by the time we finally reached Delhi. 

Not even that final tortuous drive through 
New Year’s Eve traffic seemed to ruffle him. 

You'll find the roads of Rajasthan almost 
relaxing with Sonu as your driver, but tip well: 
he deserves it. 


Ee ne 


Award Winning Company 


FACT FILE: pauastuan 


Religion mix, mainly Hindu 


Travel facts 


+ Alex Finer was a guest of Abercrombie & Kent, 
which offers the Essence of Rajasthan, a 15-day 
journey via Delhi, Jaipur, Nimaj, Osian, Jaisalmer, 
Jodhpur, Ranakpur, Devigarh and Mumbai, from 
£3495 per person, including return flights, trans- 
fers, B&B accommodation, private car and driver, 
guide and admittance to all sites. 

A&kK is supporting the exhibition at the Victoria & 
Albert Museum in London from Saturday, October 
10, entitled: Maharajah: the Splendour of Indiais 
Royal Courts. See wwwyam.ac.uk for more details. 
+ A&K Reservations: 0845 618 2214 and 
wwwabercrombiekent.co.uk. 


Upload and share your videos 
ourkenttv.co.uk 


FOR local homes in your area and across the rest of the county visitprop: rkent.co.uk 
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Satisfaction comes 
from small lenders 


PROPERTY owners are 
twice as happy with the 
service they get from small 
lenders as they are from 
big lenders, according to a 


new report. 

And it is telephone and internet 
bank First Direct that emerges as 
offering the best service, with the 
highest customer satisfaction rating 
of 91 per cent, according to the 
report from consumer magazine 
Which? Money. 

Overall rates of customer satisfac- 
tion were also up on last year. 

In second place in the survey was 
One Account, which scored 77 per 
cent, with Coventry Building Society 
in third place with 75 per cent. 

But consumers were least satisfied 
with Halifax, part of Lloyds Banking 
Group, which received only a 45 per 
cent satisfaction rating. 


i BY NICK AMES 


Of the big lenders Nationwide 
came out the best. Other well known 
names such as Northern Rock, 
Abbey, Barclays and the Royal Bank 
of Scotland faired badly, with 47 per 
cent 50 per cent, 52 per cent and 53 
per cent respectively. Yorkshire 
Building Society, which was second 
last year with 79 per cent, dropped 
seven places and came out with just 
a 61 per cent rating this year. 

Overall, 85 per cent of Which? 
members surveyed said they were 
either very or fairly satisfied with 
the customer service they received 
from their lender the last time they 
contacted it. 

They were most satisfied with the 
clarity of their mortgage statements 
and how well they are kept up to 
date with changes in interest rates 
and were least satisfied with how 


well they are kept informed about 
better deals that may be available to 
them, with 27 per cent of those sur- 
veyed saying they are dissatisfied 
with this aspect. 

Despite the economic upheavals 
and the crisis in the property mar- 
ket the overall level of satisfaction 
has increased from 58 per cent last 
year to 62 per cent this year. 

“In general lenders have done bet- 
ter on all the aspects of service meas- 
ured,” said a spokesman for Which? 

The Council of Mortgage Lenders 
said it is pleased people are more 
satisfied with their mortgage lender 
than they were a year ago. 

“Tt is good news that our consumers 
are increasingly satisfied. Lenders 
have been working hard, under chal- 
lenging conditions, to communicate 
effectively with their borrowers and 
treat them fairly. This shows these 
efforts are bearing fruit,” said CML 
director general Michael Coogan. 


PROPERTY NEWS 


Belief in steady prices 
emphasises confidence 


MORE than three quarters of consumers 
are confident that UK house prices won't 
fall any further this year. 

That is the key finding of the latest con- 
sumer confidence survey from Rightmove 
and is in sharp contrast to the same survey 
carried out in January, which revealed that 
around two-thirds of people felt house 
prices would be lower in the following 
12 months. 

Rightmove say they feel that such a 
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PropertyforKent.co.uk 


The smart way to find a 


POWERED BY KOS MEDIA’ 


u-turn in public sentiment provides a strong 
indication that confidence is returning to 
the UK housing market. 

A series of recent reports have been equal- 
ly optimistic as to the market’s recovery, 
including Rightmove’s own House Price 
Index which shows an increase in average 
prices so far this year, and the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors re- 
adjusting its price forecasts. 

Commercial director Miles Shipside said: 
“With increasingly positive public senti- 
ment supported by encouraging recent mar- 
ket reports, the UK property industry is 
now seeing a virtuous circle of confidence 
building upon confidence. 

“This has positive and negative connota- 
tions. The sentiment of future buyers is a 
pre-cursor to a speedier recovery in 
depressed transaction levels.” 


a home 


home in the 
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ON THE UP: Customer satisfaction is increasing, leaving less of us screaming into our phones 


Stamp on it to beat deadline 


WITH the end of the stamp duty holiday loom- 
ing, property experts Connells is expecting a 
surge of demand from purchasers who could 
save up to £1,750. 

From December 31 the lowest stamp duty 
tax threshold will revert to £125,000. 

“Add to this the fact that the chancellor has 
announced that VAT, currently at 15 per cent, 
will return to 17.5 per cent in January which 
will push up the price of furniture and appli- 
ances, and it makes a lot of sense to buy now,” 
said Sean Connolly of Connells in Ashford. 

But he said the problem is that there are 
simply not enough properties coming onto the 
market to meet demand. 

In its latest House Price Index, Rightmove 
reports that 29 per cent more properties are 


coming off the market than coming on. 

Whilst this is not such good news for buyers, 
sellers can take advantage of both the lack of 
competition and the rush to beat the stamp 
duty deadline to get their sale done and dust- 
ed by the end of the year. 

“We are working flat out to get our sellers’ 
property onto the market and sold as soon as 
possible,” said Mr Connolly. “We can’t begin 
marketing a property until the Home Infor- 
mation Pack is in place, but our turnaround 
times are amongst the fastest in the country.” 

He added that if anyone is thinking of buy- 
ing or selling a property worth between 
£125,000 and £175,000 they should take 
action now to be sure of meeting the stamp 
duty holiday deadline. 


MANN Country 


Successfully Selling Since 1891 


Sittingbourne 


Four bedroom detached family home. 
Two reception rooms, 

Gas fired central heating, 

Front and rear gardens. 


£294,995 
CALL OUR SITTINGBOURNE OFFICE 01795 426961 
Reasons why more people choose 
Mann Countrywide to sell their 
home than anybody else 
¢ Part of Countrywide Plc with over 1000 offices 
across the UK 
Largest Estate Agents in UK 


40 Local offices throughout South East 
London and Kent 


Extensive Colour advertising 


Your property advertised on || websites with 


80 million online customers every month 


Highly experienced management team with 


over 150 years experience 


Experienced sales staff selling homes for 


and professional 


Call your local office now for 
your free, no obligation market 
appraisal of your home 


© 
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FindaProperty.com 


Minster on Sea, 
Five bed detached house. Annexe. 
Ensuite. Study. Utility room. Loft room 
Recently updated to high standard. 


OIEO £350,000 
CALL OUR SITTINGBOURNE OFFICE 01795 426961 


Minster on Sea, 
Four Bed Detached House. 
Three reception rooms. Two bathrooms, 
Garage with workshop area, garden 


OIEO £275,000 
CALL OUR SHEERNESS OFFICE 01795 660255 


Minster on Sea, 
Four Bedroom Detached House. 
Cloakroom. Conservatory. 
Garage. En-Suite to Master 


OIEO £250,000 
CALL OUR SHEERNESS OFFICE 01795 660255 


Bredgar, 
Three bedroom semi detached 
Two reception rooms. Kitchen 
Front and rear gardens. 


Fixed Price £235,000 
CALL OUR SITTINGBOURNE OFFICE 01795 426961 
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Sittingbourne, 
two bedroom semi detached 
two reception rooms, gardens 
gas fired central heating, 


£159,995 
CALL OUR SITTINGBOURNE OFFICE 01795 426961 


Warden, 
Three Bedroom Semi Detached 
Viewings Recommended. 
Double Glazing & Central Heating 
OIEO £135,000 
CALL OUR SHEERNESS OFFICE 01795 660255 


¥Y ! 
Kemsley, 
two bedroom coach house 


Ensuite. Extensive loft space. 
High quality fixtures and fittings. 


OIEO £130,000 
CALL OUR SITTINGBOURNE OFFICE 01795 426961 


Sittingbourne, 
Two bedroom semi detached 
lounge/diner. UPVC double glazing, 
central heating, gardens 


Asking Price £127,500 
CALL OUR SITTINGBOURNE OFFICE 01795 426961 


Sittingbourne, 
Three bedroom terrace house, 
gas fire central heating, double glazing, 
sitting room, kitchen. 


OIEO £124,000 
CALL OUR SITTINGBOURNE OFFICE 01795 426961 


homes 


Minster On Sea, 
One bedroom detached bungalow, 
Minster location, viewing advised, 
approx 150' rear garden. 


OIEO £100,000 
CALL OUR SHEERNESS OFFICE 01795 660255 


manncountrywide.co.uk 


Successfully 
selling properties 
in the current 
market 


Considering 
selling your 


Local Offices 


233 639934 


anterbury 
227 454125 


rove Green 
622 735513 


aidstone 
622 757213 


Sheerness 
01795 660255 


Sittingbourne 
01795 426961 


Willesborough 
01233 635737 


COUNTRYWIDE 


GOLD WINNER 


www.estateagentoftheyear.com 


v, The Property 
F Ombudsman 


mortgagescountrywide.co.uk 


Sittingbourne 01795 427661 


sittingbourne@bairstoweves.co.uk 


Teynham 


Sittingbourne 


Three bedroom terrace cottage in 
Teynham. Some _— stripped timber 
floorboards. Easy reach of mainline station. 


Sittingbourne 


Semi detached, cloakroom, lounge, 
study, dining room, kitchen, four 
bedrooms, hobbies room, bathroom. 


Three bedroom house. Convenient 
access to town centre, double glazing 
and parking to front. 


Sittingbourne 


Three bedroom house. Conservatory, 
driveway and garage. Double glazing 
and central heating. Rear garden. 


What houses have been 


sold in the area 


Look for what schools 


are in the area 


Look for transport 
links in the area 


Find the nearest 
local supermarkets 


PropertyforKent.co.uk 


The smart way to find a new home in the County 


Kemsley 


as 


Three bedroom house with garage, 
conservatory, double glazing, central 
heating and cloakroom. 


lwade 


Modern house with three bedrooms, 
two receptions, en suite shower, 
cloakroom, utility room, garage. 


eves 


Countrywide 


Sittingbourne 


Four bedroom semi detached house, 
wheelchair access, drive to side, 


double glazing, central heating. 


lwade 


Detached bungalow, conservatory, two 
double bedrooms & parking. Well 
presented. 


lwade 


Immaculate three bedroom town 
house, en-suite shower room, 
cloakroom, garage to rear. 


Sittingbourne 


Extended house with five bedrooms, 
four receptions, one en-suite, kitchen, 
garage and cloakroom. 


POWERED BY KOS MEDIA 


To view all our homes: 
wardandpartners.co.uk 


9 es 


cent ab por d= iy net 


Minster On Sea | Price Range £340,000 - £380,000 Teynham | Price Range: £325,000 - £375,000 Warden Bay | Price Range: £250,000 - £275,000 Minster On Sea | £250,000 


4 Bedrooms, En-Suite Three Bedroomed 1930's Built Detached 4 Bedrooms Plus Study 4 Bedrooms, 3 Reception Rooms 
Lounge & Dining Room Set in Grounds of Approx 0.25 of an Acre (Unmeasured) 36'10 x 106' Kitchen/Diner Conservatory, 25' Lounge 
Double Glazed Conservatory Planning Permission for Substantial Extension Approx 60' Rear Garden En-Suite, Downstairs Shower Room 


Our sales are 


compared to 
last year” 


* Jun-Aug ‘09 compared to 
Jun-Aug ‘08 across 113 
estate agency offices. 


— = — - : 

Teynham | Price Range £155,000 - £170,000 Faversham | Price Range: £150,000 - £170,000 Faversham | Price Range: £138,000 - £148,000 Sittingbourne | £99,950 Faversham | Price Range: £90,000 - £100,000 
Well Presented Three Bedroom Mid Terrace Property Three bedroom home on outskirts of town centre Three bedroom home in cul de sac location Two Bedroom Town House One bedroom first floor flat in town centre location 
13' Lounge & Separate Dining Room, Downstairs Cloakroom Lounge, kitchen/diner, cloakroom, bathroom Two reception rooms, kitchen, bathroom Lounge/Diner, Kitchen/Breakfast Room Lounge over 15' and bedroom over 13' 
Study, Garage En-Bloc, Popular Village Location Well kept gardens to side and rear, parking Good size rear garden Integral Garage, No Forward Chain Kitchen and bathroom. Close to mainline station 


For your ideal home, contact your local branch: 
Faversham: 01795 535517 Sheerness: 01795 664651 Sittingbourne: 01795 427272 


market 


forward to every one 
of them. 


The property 
market is 
looking up 
now — and 
so are we. 


EAR8057 06/2009 


This is our view 
of the current 


property 


We don't talk the market down 
- we look for ways to make the 
market work for our customers. 
We know that it will be full , 
of challenges and we look 


\ 


Talk to the agent getting results 


sales 


HERNHILL 


faversham@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9727 


e Village Location * Accommodation 
Over Three Floors * Three Bedrooms 


faversham@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9727 


* Terraced House ¢ Three Bedrooms * Village 
Location * Lounge And Separate Dining Room 


MINSTER ON SEA _ = £322,000 


sheerness@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9731 


° Detached House ¢ Five Bedrooms 
e En-suite To Master ¢ Lounge 


EASTCHURCH 


sheerness@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9731 


¢ Kingsborough Manor Development 
e Views Over Lake ¢ Four Bedrooms 


SITTINGBOURNE £179,995 


sittingbourne@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9728 


* Bungalow * Two Bedrooms 
¢ Lounge/Dining Room ¢ Shower Room/We 


SITTINGBOURNE £139,995 


sittingbourne@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9728 


¢ Two Double Bedrooms » Fitted 
Kitchen * Conservatory * Garage 


FAVERSHAM 


faversham@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9727 


¢ End Of Terraced House ¢ Three 
Bedrooms ¢ Kitchen/Dining Room 


faversham@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9727 


© Three Bedroom Terraced House ® Ideal For 
Town And Train Station « Lounge * Dining Room 


MINSTER ON SEA_ £142,000 


sheerness@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9731 


¢ End Of Terrace House ¢ Three 
Bedrooms * Entrance Porch « Lounge 


= 
sheerness@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9731 


¢ Semi Detached Bungalow * Two 
Bedrooms ® Lounge * Kitchen 


SITTINGBOURNE 


—— 


sittingbourne@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9728 


¢ Terraced House ¢ Three Bedrooms 
* Spacious Reception ¢ Central Location 


SITTINGBOURNE £154,995 


sittingbourne@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9728 


e Three Bedrooms * Two Receptions 
e Mature Garden ¢ Drive 


FAVERSHAM 


faversham@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9727 


¢ Semi Detached House * Two Bedrooms 
* Kitchen Open To Conservatory * Lounge 


faversham@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9727 


Terraced House * Two Bedrooms 
© Open Lounge Dining Room « Kitchen 


sheerness@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9731 


* Period Style House * Three Bedrooms 
* Lounge/Dining Room « Kitchen 


sheerness@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9731 


° Four Bedrooms ¢ Lounge / Dining 
Room ° Off Street Parking And Garage 


BAPCHILD 


= 
sittingbourne@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9728 


¢ Period Terraced Cottage * Three 
Bedrooms ¢ Approx 150ft Rear Garden 


TEYNHAM 


sittingbourne@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9728 


* Oast House Conversion * One Bedroom 
© Ground Floor Apartment ¢ Priced To Sell 


FAVERSHAM 


faversham@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9727 


* Semi Detached House * Three Bedrooms 
* Lounge * Separate Dining Room 


faversham@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9727 


Extended Four Bedroom House * Lounge 
& Dining Room « Study ¢ Kitchen 


MINSTER ON SEA £21,000 


sheerness@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9731 


¢ Holiday Bungalow * One Bedroom 
¢ Front Lawn e 250 Metres To Seafront 


MINSTER ON SEA_ £399,995 


sheerness@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9731 


e Three Bedrooms ¢ Situated On The 
Leas ¢ Sea Front Location 


SITTINGBOURNE £139,995 


sittingbourne@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9728 


¢ OFFERS INVITED ¢ No Forward 
Chain ¢ Prime Residential Area 


SITTINGBOURNE £239,500 


sittingbourne@your-move.co.uk 0845 370 9728 


¢ Detached House ¢ Four Double 
Bedrooms ¢ Lounge And Dining Rooms 
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LOOKING FOR ROMANCE? TRY ONLINE... www.people2people.co.uk/kos.asp 


REPLY to an ad, call: 
0905 211 0651 


(Calls cost £1.20/min; contact your service provider for details) 


REPLY by @ext 


You can choose to text the member's 6-digit box number followed by a 
space, then your message (max of 160 characters) and send to 82250 
e.g. 654321 Hi my name is... Standard network rates apply to send 
messages. Successfully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per message. 


OS 


BROWSE and listen line: 
0906 753 3093 


(Calls cost 75p/min; contact your service provider for details) 


FREE AD placement, call: 
0808 156 5339 


(Calls are free; mobile rates may vary; check with your provider) 


HELP required with service? 
0871 220 9205 


COLLECT your messages: 
0906 550 4335 


(Calls cost £1/min; contact your service provider for details) 


Live assistance, 2pm-5.30pm. Mon to Fri | Email: louise@g8wave.co.uk 
(Calls cost LOp/min; contact your service provider for details) 


WOMEN seeking men 


MY EVERYTHING 

Ashford based, bubbly and fun single 
mum, 23yr old, curvy build, brunette. | 
like reading and socialising. WLTM 
like minded male. Box 457472 @ 
MATCH OF THE DAY! 
Fun-to-be-with, blonde female, 25, 
5ft2, a woman who loves football! 
Enjoys going out and staying in, look- 
ing for a like-minded man, to be her 
soulmate. Box 446494 @ 

NOT YOUR 

BROWN-EYED GIRL, BUT... 
Blue-eyed brunette, 27, 5ft1, loves 
films, walking, darts, pool, singing, me 
time! Looking for honest guy with 
GSOH, to get to know. Box 880105 
(TP) 


IS ANYONE OUT THERE? 

31yr old easygoing, independent 
female, WLTM cuddly fella to enjoy 
the finer things in life with, leading to 
LTR with the right person. Box 
879931 @ @ 

GIVE AND TAKE IN LOVE 
Loving loyal female, 30, blue eyes, 
brown hair, seeking LTR with male 30- 
35, 6ft+, no baggage, in the 
Maidstone area. Box 448471 @ 
GOOD LUCK CHARM 

Sporty female, 34, 5ft2, likes the gym, 
beach walks, Tennis and evel , witm 
similar male in his 30s for friendship in 
Eastbourne. Box 453712 

HORSES FOR COURSES... 
Caring, loving, affectionate female, 30, 
5'2", blonde, likes walking, horse rid- 
ing, animals, seeks affectionate male, 
30-40, for lasting, loving relationship. 
Box 384013 @ 

A FAIRYTALE ENDING! 

Princess Fiona, 34, looking to meet 
her Shrek. 5ft8, short brown/blonde 
hair, blue eyes, large build, seeks 
romantic caring guy for friendship, 
maybe more! Box 877957 @ © 
FEAST YOUR EYES ON ME... 
Hello I'm Andrea, 35, petite 5ft3, 
shoulder length curly hair. | enjoy eat- 
ing out, cinema and |'m looking for 
friendship and possible long term rela- 
tionship Box 453039 @ 

HAPPY DAYS! 

Attractive, fun-loving female, 35, 5'4", 
size 12, dark hair with blonde high- 
lights, tactile, WLTM intelligent, profes- 
sional, attractive guy, for a happy rela- 
tionship. Tunbridge Wells. Box 
308734 @ @ 

SOUND GOOD? 

Hello I'm 35, kind, caring and non- 
smoking, enjoy cooking, cinema, 
music, dining in and out, looking for 
that special someone to enjoy a rela- 
tionship with. Box 447595 0 
SEALED WITH A KISS 

Petite lady, 36, long hair, blue eyes, 
single mum, enjoys holidays, wining 
and dining, laughing, seeks loyal, lov- 
ing man for friendship and more. Box 
453079 @ 

STARRY NIGHTS 

Hello I'm Sarah, single mum from 
Kent, brown hair enjoy swimming 
nights in/out looking for a caring man 
to share the best thing in life. Box 
878378 

HISTORIC MEETING? 

Mum of three, 36, long mousey hair, 
blue eyes, interested in historical 
places, music, eating out, seeks kind, 
caring, genuine male 36-49, non- 
smoker, for LTR. Box 440693 @ 
GALLOP AHEAD! 
Maidstone-based woman, 36, 5ft5, 
slim build, blue eyes. I'm caring, hon- 
est and have 4 children. | enjoy drives 
and horse riding, and WLTM honest, 
reliable man. Box 451311 @ @ 
SOMETHING LASTING 
Professional single mum, 37, own 
home, looking for a man for friend- 
ship, hopefully a permanent relation- 
ship. Hailsham Box 455221 @ 

BE MINE 

Honest and caring woman, 36, 5ft5, 
slim build, blue eyes. I'm caring, hon- 
est and have 4 children. | enjoy drives 
and horse riding. Maidstone. Box 
456159 @ 


MEND A BROKEN HEART 
Single mum, 37, fun-loving, been hurt 
in past, looking for nice, genuine guy 
for hopeful happiness - no time 
wasters! Box 908053 @ @ 


SEIZE THE DAY 

Loving female, 36, 5ft4, brown hair, 
green eyes, likes socialising, staying 
in, seeks genuine male for friendship 
and more. Box 428666 @ 


WAITING FOR YOU 

Curvy single mum, 38, 5ft7, romantic, 
loyal, loving and genuine, likes swim- 
ming, theatre, live meals, dining out, 
seeking a LTR with a like-minded 
male. Rochester Box 458566 @ 


LOVE TO LOVE YOU 

Lovely female, 36, 5ft4, medium/large 
build, blonde hair, blue eyes, own 
house, loves walking, going out, the 
usual! Seeking male for long- 
term/serious relationship. Box 438102 


QUICK, EASY WAY 


TO VIEW @HOTOS! 
Just enter the six-digit 
Box number, followed by 
a space, then PHOTO and 
send to 82250 


Your phone must be WAP-enabled 
- per photo 


ADDING @HOTOS! 


Email: Send your photo and 
Member Number to: 
Louise@g8wave.co.uk 
Mobile: Register your number 
with us & send by MMS to 
07786 203 777. 

Enter P2P as subject. 
MMS - network charges apply. 


JUST ONE QUESTION... 
Awarm, generous, attractive and car- 
ing lady, 40, seeks soulmate who will 
love, respect and cherish her. What's 
taking you so long? Box 873458 @ 
cP) 


CUTE AS CAN BE 

Cute single mum of four, 38, Kent- 
based, into most things, looking for 
friendship, possibly romance. Box 
897983 @ 


YOUNG-AT-HEART 

Attractive 38yr old female, dark brown 
hair, blue eyes, curvy physique, likes 
days out, music, concerts, cinema, 
walking, cycling, seeks loving, fun 
male, for friendship/relationship. Box 
901893 @ @ 


BLONDE AMBITION 

Bubbly, cuddly, blonde single mum, 
39, 5f6, likes cars, reading, pubs, 
cosy nights in, having a laugh, looking 
for that right male for LTR. Box 
905614 O@ @ 


WANNA RIDE WITH YOU 
Curvaceous lady, 40, 5ft8, long curly 
hair, into motorbikes! Single mum, 
seeks fun-loving bike fan for rides into 
the sunset. Eastbourne. Box 458787 
7) 


PERFECT MATCH 

Hi I'm Nikki, 5ft7, brown hair, green 
eyes, enjoys animals especially my 
pets. Looking for a tall man who has a 
personality compatible with mine Box 
453374 @ 


A NICE BOTTLE OF WINE 
Lovely, glossy brunette, 39yr old, 
petite, bubbly and loving, enjoys the- 
atre, music and eating out, witm a 
professional, loving and tactile male 
for a relationship. Box 442551 @ @ 


RECIPE FOR ROMANCE 

Single mother, recently separated, 41, 
5ft9, slim, blonde/blue eyes. WLTM 
fun loving man with GSOH, someone 
honest and genuine. | love cooking, 
cycling, outdoors. Folkestone. Box 
457913 @ 


THE WIT TO WOO! 

Kent female, 40, 5'7", dark eyes, 
GSOH, no ties, likes cosy nights in, 
socialising, country pubs, cinema, 
seeks loyal, caring male, for friendship 
& more. Box 152862 @ 


BETWEEN US 

Asian lady, 41, single, no ties, outgo- 
ing, fun-loving, professional, looking 
for white male, genuine, professional 
and solvent. Box 451900 @ 


FOR A RELATIONSHIP? 

Shy but confident-once-known female, 
amum, 40, likes socialising, tennis, 
walks, swimming; seeks gent with 
similar interests to find hopeful love 
with. Box 452106 @ 


TLC ON OFFER 

Bubbly, happy, outgoing 41yr old 
female, enjoy life to the full, like writ- 
ing, walking, watching DVD's, witm 
like-minded, happy-go-lucky, clean 
male for friendship and more. Box 
459271 @ 


JOINED AT THE HIP 

Sociable petite girl with great SOH, 
40, blonde, sociable, love football! 
Looking for fun guy with great SOH 
for inseparable partnership. Box 
880434 @ @ 


HOPE TO HEAR FROM YOU 
Audrey here, | live in Seaford, and 
WLTM caring man. I'm fun loving, 
loyal, honest, adventurous, and love 
animals, cooking, music, film, country- 
side. Box 872159 


BELLA ISABEL 

Lovely, fun and caring brunette, 42, 
recently divorced, intelligent, hard 
working, fun-loving, WLTM a gent to 
socialise with. Tunbridge Wells Box 
878250 @ @ 


ACTIVE TYPE 

Lively, energetic fun loving mum, 42, 
5ft3, petite, pretty, blonde/brown hair, 
hazel eyes, WLTM honest, fun, mixed 
tace/black gent, for lasting relation- 
ship. Box 451819 @ @ 


LOVE IS ALL AROUND 
Happy-go-lucky, bubbly Blonde, 42, 
blue eyes, hard-working, love outings, 
looking for a nice, genuine guy for 
relationship. Bromley Box 454517 


HELLO EVERYONE! 

Single dog-owner, 42, fun-loving, kind 
and loyal, likes meals out, weekends 
away, country walks, WLTM a non- 
smoking guy to share it all with. 
Seaford Box 454569 @ 


TALL ORDER 

Curvy lady, 5ft9, 43yrs old, blonde 
hair/green eyes. | live in Deal in Kent, 
I'm down-to-earth and like being out 
and about. Box 456020 @ 

| SHOULD BE SO LUCKY 

Hello, I'm Karen, 42, dark brown hair, 
medium build, gsoh, looking for a man 
with no issues and gsoh who can 
enjoy life with me. Box 452204 @ 


HOW YOU DOING? 

Attractive, curvy single mum, 44, kind, 
genuine, loyal and loving, seeking a 
man with similar qualities to share my 
life with. St Leonards-on-Sea Box 
459128 @ 

SWEET AS HONEY 

Petite, slim, honey-blonde lady, 5'4" 
age 44, enjoys the seaside and horse- 
racing. Looking for a dark-haired, gen- 
uine, honest and professional man, 
25-50 in Brighton. Box 458465 @ 
LOVE TO MEET YOU 

Kind woman, 42, outgoing, happy-go- 
lucky, sometimes shy. | like gardening, 
socialising, travel, walks. Looking for 
happy, fun fella. Aylesford Box 428464 
TOO MUCH TO ASK? 

Divorced lady, 45, young looking, 
blonde, 5ft5. I'm well travelled and 
have many interests. WLTM black or 
mixed race, loving man for LTR. 
Chatham. Box 459246 

STARTING OVER 

Divorced 45yr old cuddly woman, 
brown eyes/hair, likes swimming, ani- 
mals, cinema, soaps, the beach. 
WLTM a honest, non-smoking man for 
friendship, maybe more. Ashford Box 
878141 O@ 

FRIENDSHIP FIRST 
Understanding, caring female, 45, 
5ft4, medium build, brown hair, likes 
cinema, animals, music, romantic 
pubs, seeking male for cuddles, hugs 
and more. Box 444873 @ 

FROM THIS MOMENT 
Young-looking 46yr old female, 5ft4, 
slim, N/S, affectionate, loyal and car- 
ing, looking for a male, 40-45, N/S, up 
to 5ft7, to share life with. Ashford. Box 
454591 @ 

ETERNALLY YOURS 

Easygoing woman, likes most things 
in life; country walks, films, cinema, 
cooking. I'm 46, 5ft2, medium build. 
WLTM genuine, happy guy, easygoing 
and fun. Box 445635 @ 


CARING & PROFESSIONAL 
Female 49, 5ft4, long hair, slim build, 
likes eating out, the beach, travel, 
seeks a friendly chap, 48-55. 
Hastings Box 417100 @ 


NO SECRETS 

Genuine, kind, reliable and caring 
lady, 46, looking for a lady who is 
exactly as she seems, honest and 
caring. Box 458390 @ 


LOOK IN MY EYES 

Romantic, fun-loving man, 40, 6ft tall, 
with dark hair and brown eyes, look- 
ing for a kind, considerate and roman- 
tic female. Maidstone. Box 459006 @ 


NOTHING VENTURED.... 

Hi there, I'm a Sussex based, 51yr 
ald woman, | love eating out, histori- 
cal sites etc. Looking for kind gent for 
friendship, evenings out, maybe 
more. Box 459181 @ 

LOVELY BUBBLY 

Short 51yr old professional lady, likes 
history, films and reading, seeking a 
genuine gent, 45-58, with gsoh to 
enjoy evenings out, stimulating con- 
versations and fun. Box 452311 @ 
BRING ME TO LIFE 

Lighthearted female, 52, 5ft2, medium 
build, loves walking, socialising, 
swimming, holidays, looking for 
oor maybe more. Box 453832 


COMPANIONSHIP, LAUGH- 
TER, HOPEFULLY MORE 

Curvy & cuddly, outgoing, friendly, 
honest female, 53, 5ft7, larger build, 
fair hair, likes socialising, country 
walks, theatre, cinema, music, swim- 
ming, WLTM similar loving male. Box 
443642 @ 

GREETINGS! 

Canterbury Lady, 56 seeking special 
genuine, fun loving gent, 50-60, to 
enjoy life with and share interests 
such as walking, cinema, theatre, din- 
ing out, holidays. Box 873039 
SMART MOVE 

Spontaneous, friendly, lively female, 
56, likes cinema, walking, cooking, 
socialising, seeks similar person for 
friendship leading to hopefully more. 
Box 430854 @ 

I'VE GOT THE 

GOLDEN TICKET 

Christian female, 57, looking to meet 
anice man with gsoh to go to the cin- 
ema and have fun with. St Leonards- 
on-Sea Box 449225 @ 


HEART AND SOUL 

Easy-going single mum, 46, 5ft4, size 
12/14, likes bowling, gardening, swim- 
ming, looking for a man, 35-49, 
slim/medium build with similar inter- 
ests. Maidstone Box 454176 @ 

MY PRINCE? 

Not-just-for-xmas dog lover, into 
sports, walks, motorbikes, GSOH, 
female, 47, pretty, long dark hair, look- 
ing for knight in shining armour! East 
Sussex area. Box 872961 @ 

ARE YOU THE ONE FOR ME? 
Caring, cute female, 46, petite, likes 
socialising, dancing, travelling, good 
food, seeking intelligent, loyal man 42- 
52 for love and TLC. Seaford. Box 
444366 @ 

BE MY FRIEND AND LOVER 
Bubbly, caring lady, 47, divorced with 
2 teenagers, dark hair, medium build, 
into cooking, driving, love to talk, 
laugh and have fun, seeking a normal 
guy Box 425952 @ 

ARE YOU LOVING & CARING? 
Young 48 year old, loving, caring, very 
bubbly, 5ft5, medium build, blonde, 
blue eyes, likes clubs, cinema, eating, 
out, cosy nights, good company Box 
434089 @ @ 


LIVE LIFE TO THE FULL 
Good-looking brunette from Kent, 43, 
5ft10, likes bowling, eating in/out etc. 
Looking for a good-looking guy, 35-45, 
with gsoh for friendship/relationship. 
Box 450348 @ 


JUST IMAGINE 

Petite, brunette, bubbly, friendly, easy- 
going single mum, 49, enjoys cinema, 
eating out, socialising, most things, 
WLTM genuine male, to see where 
life takes us! Box 893562 @ 
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HOLDING OUT FOR A HERO 
Londoner new to the area, 57, 5ft5, 
slim attractive blonde, seeking a man 
for serious relationship and lasting 
happiness. Box 449587 @ 


VOLUPTUOUS LADY 

Curvy lady, 57, very loving and grace- 
ful, enjoy the beach, music, walking, 
theatre, and reading, looking for a 
lady 50-70. Box 458935 @ 


MEN seeking women 


FUN TIMES GUARANTEED 
Caring guy, 26, from Bexhill, 5ft6, 
likes the outdoors, going out clubbing, 
meeting up with mates, WLTM a 
funny decent girl to share life with. 
Box 459055 6 

FOR LOVE 

Hard-working male, 29, 5ft10, dark 
hair, brown eyes, medium build, plays 
harder! likes going/eating out, walks, 
pubs, loves life, seeking happy, trust- 
worthy lady. Box 442752 @ 

SEE HERE! 

Hi! Lee here, 34, slim, blond, blue 
eyes, looking for someone for fun, 
friendship and maybe more in time... 
Tunbridge Wells. Box 459156 @ 
MUSIC TO MY EARS 

Hi there I'm 35, 6ft1, dark hair and 
blue eyes, loves music and playing 
guitar, seeks female who's passion- 
ate, tactile, to share friendship/rela- 
tionship. Kent. Box 458115 
BOTTLE OF WINE 

Hi there, I'm an easygoing male, 35, 
5ft9, medium build, brown hair. I'm 
based in Brighton and enjoy seeing 
friends, drinks, cinema, walks. Box 
450165 @ @ 


PISCES OR CAPRICORN? 
Star-struck lady, 59, 5ft3, medium 
build, blonde, blue eyes, likes swim- 
ming, holidays, the sea; WLTM tall 
man with good heart for love. Box 
448240 

WALKS ALONG THE COAST 
Honest & sincere female, 58, tall, 
GSOH, loves country pubs, coasts, 
cinema, seeking a man who's a 
match for me with GSOH for relation- 
ship. Box 441622 @ 


LET ME LOVE YOU 
Happy-go-lucky male, 36, 6'2", 
GSOH, large build, blue eyes/brown 
hair, likes socialising, relaxing week- 
ends, loves children; seeks caring, 
honest female for TLC and love. Box 
384903 @ @ 

I'M YOUR MAN 

Hi I'm Dave, 37, 6ft, likes staying in 
and going out, looking for a easygo- 
ing female for friendship leading to 
more. Box 453105 @ 


ONLY LOVE 

Classy, intelligent, happy, slim, attrac- 
tive, fit and active lady, 60, gsoh, 
enjoys travel, gardening etc. Looking 
for that special friend to share life 
with. Box 883791 @ @ 

LOOKING FOR 

PRINCE CHARMING 

Pretty, bubbling girl in her 60s love 
tomantic meals, gardens, and the arts 
looking for caring gentlemen. East 
Sussex. Box 458169 

LOTS OF TLC TO GIVE 
Happy-go-lucky lady, 63, 5ft3, medi- 
um build, brown hair/eyes, likes danc- 
ing, walking and holidays abroad, 
looking for a like-minded male for 
oo maybe a LTR. Box 452897 


TIME ON OUR HANDS 

62yr old lady, slim, 5ft2, short brown 
hair, never act my age! Love Motown, 
parks, beaches and homely life, 
seeks fun-loving gent. Tunbridge 
Wells. Box 458750 @ 


SHINE ON 

Generous and loving man, 37, seek- 
ing a very slim and petite, lady, 18- 
40, with blonde hair and blue eyes. 
Box 459293 @ 

SOMETHING SERIOUS 
Down-2-earth male, 37, looking for 
blonde, attractive female, 18-40, for a 
lasting relationship. Sittingbourne Box 
459297 @ 

CALL ON ME 

Hi ladies, Ron here, 37, 6ft2, blue 
eyes, short hair, medium build, 
GSOH, loving, caring, seeking female 
for a LTR. Chatham. Box 873903 @ 
SEEKING MY MATCH 

Single dad, 39, 6ft dark hair, nice 
looking, loyal, honest, separated. 
Looking for a loving, honest, fun-lov- 
ing lady. Eastbourne Box 458980 
DO | ATTRACT YOU? 

Happy go lucky single dad, 40, look- 
ing for a slim female, -size 12, to 
share good times and happiness 
with. Hunton Box 457738 @ 


TALL ORDER 

Attractive blonde, 60s, with a young 
outlook on life, slim build, likes ani- 
mals, walking, meals, looking for a tall 
man for friendship, possible LTR. 
Hastings. Box 456604 @ 


IT'S WHAT'S 

INSIDE THAT COUNTS 

Loving and caring male, 40, 5ft8, 
medium build, average looks, seeks 
outgoing, loving, caring person to find 
love with. Canterbury. Box 458290 @ 


IN THE COUNTRY 

Young looking 72yr old female, slim, 

with blonde hair/blue eyes. I'd like to 

share my social life with like minded 

gent. | like country pubs. Box 457491 


LOVE MED DO 

Brown-eyed man, 40, likes playing 
darts, WLTM bubbly, fun to be with 
lady to go on dates with and get to 
know better. Dover Box 456129 @ 


Women 

seeking women 
ALITTLE AFFECTION 
Intelligent, cheeky, emotional female, 
44, WLTM similar woman, 35-65, for 
walks, museum/art trips, wining/din- 
ing, theatre, good conversation & 
friendship first, maybe more. Pref 
Eastbourne area. Box 873058 @ 


COME ON OVER TO MY PLACE 
Fun male, 40, 6ft, short dark hair, 
brown eyes, enjoys most things, seeks 
slim female, size 10-12, who's rea- 
sonably good looking. Box 456889 @ 
THE TIME IS NOW 

Single parent, 40, 6ft, short dark hair, 
brown eyes, caring. considerate, 
looking for lady for LTR and who's up 
my a laugh. Maidstone. Box 459005 


FAMILY LIFE 

Full time single dad of 2, 40yrs old, 
black hair 5ff7, in good shape, love 
country life and outdoors, WLTM non- 
smoking woman. Box 872344 @ @ 
STANDING ON OUR OWN FEET 
Hi there, 43 year old outgoing male, 
6ft, with brown hair/blue eyes, sincere, 
caring, generous & thoughtful, OHAC, 
seeks caring sincere female for lovin 
relationship...Kent. Box 884870 @ 
GOOD LOOKING BLOKE 

Tall man medium build, 44, 5ft9, 
brown hair/eyes, with an outgoing 
nature, looking for a female similar to 
myself with long hair. Box 871274 
SIMILAR INTERESTS? 
Easygoing, laid-back gent, compas- 
sionate and kind. I'm 45, have dark 
hair. | love music (especially 60s/70s), 
travel, current affairs. WLTM fun, 
easygoing woman. Box 458860 @ 
THE FOOD OF LOVE? 

Modest male, 42, 6ft2 with dark hair, 
stocky, a chef and loving dad, loves 
cinema, dining out and cosy nights, 
seeks someone special and fun-lov- 
ing. Box 450057 @ 

OUTGOING 

Male, 44, 5'8" tall, medium build, aver- 
age looking, GSOH, outgoing, likes 
cinema, theatre, dining out and good 
conversation...seeks lady 35-45 for 
friendship or more. Eastbourne/sur- 
rounding. Box 459179 @ @ 

THE FIRST KISS 

Liverpudlian male, 43, loves football, 
works for the NHS, loves fun, going to 
movies, seeking female to share a 
date with, more. Box 446633 @ 
GAME ON 

Male, 44, 6ft tall, fairly sporty, romantic 
nature, likes the countryside, coast, 
going out; seeks outgoing confident 
female for friendship/possible relation- 
ship. Medway/Kent. Box 870699 
COSY NIGHTS 

Male, 45, divorced, 2 sons grown up. 
I'm of slim build, with brown hair/eyes. 
attractive. | like walks, socialising, 
meals out etc. Hastings. WLTM gen- 
uine lady. Box 458979 

THE REAL THING 

Phil Mitchell lookalike, 44, 5ft5/blue 
eyes, N/S, loves outdoor life, garden- 
ing, yoga, bike rides, animals...sepa- 
rated father of 2...seeks female 35-45, 
GSOH, compatible with Libra! Box 
456922 @ @ 


GOOD CONVERSATION 
Separated man, 50, looking for fun 
and laughter with nice, genuine lady. 
\'m 6ft tall, blue eyes, fit and tanned, 
solvent. Hawkhurst area. Box 456850 


LOYAL AND HONOURABLE 
Teacher, 51, very fit and athletic, 
sporty, interested in music, love cook- 
ing,eating out, beach walks and more, 
seeks similar female soulmate. 
Seaford. Box 459075 

BEEN HURT IN THE PAST 
Good-looking male, 51, wicked soh, 
5ft6, fair hair, blue eyes, ohac, enjoy 
being out and about, seeking a slim 
lady, -5ft4, for a LTR. Dover Box 
459076 @ 

IS SOMEONE OUT THERE? 
Slim guy, 51 pretty fit and good-look- 
ing, gsoh, tries to live life to the full, 
looking for an honest lady, around 50, 
for a LTR.Dover Box 459078 @ 
EASY-GOING, 

Good-looking guy, 51, 5ft6, chief engi- 
Neer, blue eyes, ohac, looking for an 
honest, slim lady, 45-57, for a commit- 
ted relationship. Dover, Canterbury, 
Folkstone, Ghanet. Box 459084 
LET'S MAKE IT HAPPEN 
Hard-working, slim man, 53, 5'8", hon- 
est, romantic, with a gsoh, looking for 
a non-smoking, caring lady, 45-60. 
Box 459036 fy 

GET TOGETHER 

Professional man, care manager, 
active social life, 55, looking for a sim- 
A lady in Eastbourne. Box 458990 


LIVE LIFE TO THE FULL 
Divorced guy, 6ft tall, attractive, fit, 
56yrd old. i like nights in and out, 
boats, animals, meals out. WLTM lady 
in the Maidstone area. Box 459244 
T) 


IT'S A SHORE THING 

Genuine male, 58, 5'10", GSOH, 
slim/medium build, like animals, cook- 
ing, beach/country walks, driving, 
witm loving, caring woman to share 
good times together. Box 459280 @ 
THE LIFE OF BRIAN... 

Hi there I'm Brian! 58, down-to-earth, 
no ties, looking for someone kind, 
friendly, looks unimportant but person- 
ality a must. Box 449709 @ 

LOVER OF LIFE 

Fit, good-looking, tall modest gent, 63, 
6'3", loyal, N/S, drives, home owner, 
dog lover, likes coast, countryside and 
evenings out, searching for a like 
minded lady. Box 871492 @ 


SHARE THE GOOD LIFE 
Professional male, 45, own home/car, 
likes cinemas, weekends away, the 
coast, a BBQ and good wine, looking 
for friendship, more. Box 426202 @ 
NEVER TAKE LIFE 

TOO SERIOUSLY 

Fun loving person, 48, 5ft10, short 
brown hair, slim, many interests, look- 
ing to meet a genuine lady for road to 
romance. Ashford. Box 459145 
LOVE TO LOVE YOU 

6ft tall man, brown hair, green eyes, 
49, likes bowling, cycling, loving and 
looking for a friendship or relationship 
with a caring lady. Maidstone. Box 
459135 @ 

ALL THE FUN OF THE FAIR! 
Youthful dad, 45, 5'10", brown hair, 
med build, divorcee, likes pubs, cine- 
ma, restaurants, theme parks, witm 
female, 36-45, slim, for possible LTR. 
Cranbrook Box 737529 @ @ 


Men 


seeking men = 


FANCY A TUMBLE? 

Wrestling fan, male, 30, seeking gay 
guy for friendship. Get in touch for a 
chat. Box 447014 @ @ 

TALL ORDER 

40yr old chap, 5ft8, dark, slim/muscu- 
lar build, good looking. Looking for a 
tall guy for fun. Box 439132 @ 
DON'T HESITATE! 

Seeking down-to-earth guy for fun 
and friendship. I'm a 42yr old guy liv- 
ing in Sheerness. Box 459219 
JOINED IN LOVE? 
Good-natured, down-to-earth guy, 46, 
green eyes, dark hair, slim, enjoys 
holidays, music, pubs, eating in/out, 
WLTM male, 35-50, for companion- 
ship. Box 441106 @ 
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The advertiser agrees to indemnify and hold KOS Media harmless from 
all costs, expenses (including reasonable solicitor's fees), liabilities and 
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ed services and events operated by the company. Your name and 
address, but no other data, may also be passed on to KOS Media who 
may use it for their own marketing purposes. Your ad may appear in 
other newspapers and on the People2People™ Internet site. If you are 
not a BT telephone customer, please contact your service provider for 
details of their charges. "yourkentdating" is a trademark of g8wave Ltd. 
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Little Smart special is 
just height of fashion 


SMART has launched this special 
‘Edition Highstyle’ with loads of luxury 
features to complement a trendy choco- 
late brown/metallic finish. 

Available solely as a coupé and build- 
ing on the two-seat city car’s flagship 
Passion specification, only 215 are avail- 
able for the UK, priced from £10,900. 

Features include 12-spoke, 15-inch 
alloys, matt silver interior details and 
leather: heated leather metallic silver 
seats, upper and lower dashboards, three- 
spoke steering wheel and gearknob. 


Scrap and escape ina 
cheaper VW Campervan 


LONG seen as a producer of archetypal 
campervans, VW may have opened a 
rich seam of new business. 

Noting the Government's decision to 
extend £2,000 Scrappage discounts, it 
has launched a package allowing owners 
to scrap a 10+ year-old ‘banger’ and take 
off on their travels for three years in an 
‘all mod cons’ VW Caravelle California 
camper (pictured). It costs as little as 
£315 a month on a personal contract pur- 
chase deal — while stocks last ahead of a 
new-look California launched in January. 


Magazine finding Nemo 
is the most economical 


NEVER mind controversial ‘official’ fuel 
consumption figures, the Citroén Nemo 
has publicly proved itself the UK’s most 
miserly van. 

A Nemo SensoDrive 1.4HDi returned 
an impressive 75.8 mpg in an independ- 
ent MPG Marathon organised by Fleet 
World magazine over a 358.5 mile event 
to retain its ‘Britain’s Most Economical 
Van’ title. 

The Nemo’s economy was attributed to 
its quick-shifting SensoDrive automated 
manual gearbox. 


A SPORTY LITTLE NUMBER: Alfa’s racy three-door MiTo is and ideal ‘downsizer’ to replace a sporting gaz-guzzler and with £2,000 scrappage discount can cost only £8995 


Alfa’s sporting chance to 


downsize with the MiTo 
ROAD TEST 


ALFA Romeo reckons many 
Jaguar and BMW owners are 
using the Government-sponsored 
Scrappage scheme to junk their 
‘bangers’ for a £2,000 discount on a 


new Alfa MiTo. 

It isn’t stretching belief either, for the racy 
three-door MiTo is an ideal ‘downsizer’ to 
replace a sporting gas-guzzler and, with two 
grand scrappage discount, prices start from 
just £8,995. 

Mark Stevens, dealer principal at Lipscomb 
at Aylesford, Maidstone, said: “Drivers of big 
cars choosing to downsize don’t feel short- 
changed with the Alfa MiTo.” 

The Alfa is also more affordable than the 
BMW Mini cult car and doesn’t need expen- 
sive customising to turn heads. 

When I see a MiTo in the right colour — they 
look anything from ordinary to dreadful in 
colours other than red, black and yellow — I 
wonder how Alfa crammed so many curves 
into such a short car. It helps justify the posh 
half of the car’s name though, an abbreviated 
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ALFA MiTo 


Mi BY STEVE LOADER 

STAR QUALITY 
Driving appeal tot tot 
Image tooo 
Space totok 
Value dott 
Running costs tohhek 
Reliability dott 
Green rating tobotok 


‘) \ SEEMOTORSTV FOR 
MORE ROAD TESTS 
BY STEVE LOADER 


pairing of Italy’s fashion capital Milano and 
resurgent motor city of Torino. 

The feel of the MiTo also matches its style. 
It’s not perfect, but it is great fun and selec- 
table ‘DNA’ drive settings — Dynamic, Normal 
and All-Weather — deliver three cars in one. 

The default for keen drivers will be 
Dynamic, which weights up the steering throt- 
tle/engine response; Normal does what it says 
on the tin; and All-Weather is an option all 
cars should have. 

However, powertrain choice is crucial. Our 
test car had the1.6-litre diesel option — a bit like 
asking a prop forward to ride a racehorse in 
heavy going. Diesels just don’t make the most of 
the MiTo’s nimble grace and style. It was reas- 
suring that the free-revving 1.4-litre petrol 
models — turbocharged and unblown — have 
grabbed more than 90 per cent of Lipscomb’s 
MiTo sales since launch earlier this year. 

Do we need to talk about the cabin on a car 
this stylish? Only to say it looks as classy as 
the exterior, but also works well. 

I don’t think anyone should have to pay for 
the convenience of split folding rear seats 
though, and it can feel a little claustrophobic 
in the back, particularly for kids. 
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Click online for a new car 


Search and find 1000s of Kent cars online 
©) Check out the prices of new 
and used car valuations 
é&) Search for your local 
ab, ) car dealer 
/mm\ 


Find the latest car reviews 
and test drives on new cars 
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BIG 4x4s carsferkent.co.uk & 


WINTER is coming and people who really do need rugged 4x4 grip or towing capacity will be turning their thoughts to tougher weather 
conditions. Fortunately for them the recession, volatile fuel prices and road taxes have pole-axed used values for big and luxurious go any- 
where models like those here. Petrol models are particularly good value and can make it worthwhile to have a £1,500-£2,000 conversion 
to run on LPG (liquid petroleum gas) - LPG is half the price of petrol. If you cover few miles, the argument stacks up even better. 


TOYOTA LANDCRUISER 


USED CAR ROUND-UP: 


OUR PICK FROM A KEY SECTOR 


RANGE ROVER 


AGEING petrol examples of Range Rovers are ridiculously cheap 
now, but just a few fill-ups at the pumps could see you spending 
the same amount all over again. Then again, a used RR delivers 
cut-price entry to an upper-crust view of the road and loads of kit 
and comfort for your money. Go for the highest spec you can afford 
though, preferably Vogue flagship level, to claw back most luxury 
to balance the car's extreme thirst and flaky reliability. 


FOR many, the X5 is the ultimate SUV (sports utility vehicle). It's 
big, laden with badge cachet, drives like a BMW despite a high 
body and looks the business; all good reasons for desirability and 
why this 4x4 holds its value better than most, though it still cannot 
defy ‘erosion by running costs’. The diesels are the favourite buy, 
but you could save lots with a performance petrol model, especially 
as diesel is still significantly dearer than its rival. 


IF you need a 4x4 to tow a trailer, boat or a caravan then the 
Landcruiser is one of the best, living up to rugged looks and 

helping it to defer the worst depreciation. As with the Range Rover, 
go for the best spec to make the most of its thirst for fuel, but do 
not worry about big repair bills; providing your Landcruiser has not 
been abused or missed services, major problems should not trouble 
your horizons. 


STAR QUALITY STAR QUALITY STAR QUALITY 
Driving appeal tot Driving appeal tok tok Driving appeal tokek 
Looks and image tok tok Looks and image tot toto Looks and image tohok 
Space pot tok Space tetotek Space toto tot 
Value totot tk Value toto tok Value toto tok 
Running costs * Running costs tok Running costs tok 
Reliability totk Reliability tok tok Reliability tok toto 
Quality tottok Quality tottok Quality tot tok 


SOME BEAUTIFUL LITTLE 
NUMBERS TO HELP YOU DRIVE 
A BEAUTIFUL LITTLE NUMBER 


Get In gear 
or anew car 


PAT ESS 12 38 Monitty payrants — t23.00 


Optional final payment dnc E240 fee) €4056.00 | 


On the road prices fom £68500 


Deposit £11 Total mourn payatie £ S652.00 
Bsleroe financed £730 Typécal APR 7.2% F 5 
5 = Search and find 1000s of Kent cars online 
“4 : = ion hates for the Fiat SOD T : Pop emp (1) /100bmn| and CU? emismons Ca rsfo rKe nt.co. u k 
Iran 44.1 (8-4) Extra Urban 65.7 (4.5) Combined $5.4 (5.1), CO2 119 g/km The smart way to find a car in the County 
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TELEPHONE US ON: 01303 817040 FAX US ON: 01303 817004 


TO ADVERTISE: © EMAIL US @: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 


+ ACCOUNTANCY * GRADUATE, TRAINEES + MOTOR TRADE, DRIVER 

+ ADMINISTRATION, SECRETARIAL, PA * HEALTH AND SAFETY, SECURITY, DEFENCE + NOT FOR PROFIT, CHARITIES 

+ AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY, ENVIRONMENT * HR, RECRUITMENT + NURSING, MEDICINE, CARE WORK 5 . 
+ ART AND DESIGN + INDUSTRIAL, WAREHOUSE, FACTORY * OTHER Senior & General Appointments 54-56 
* CATERING, HOSPITALITY + IT, INTERNET, TELECOMS * PRINT, PACKAGING, DISTRIBUTION 

* CONSTRUCTION, ARCHITECTURE, SURVEYORS + INSURANCE, BANKING, FINANCE * PR, MEDIA, JOURNALISM 

* CUSTOMER SERVICE, CALL CENTRE * LEGAL * PUBLIC SECTOR, SOCIAL SERVICES 

+ DOMESTIC * LEISURE, TOURISM, TRAVEL + RETAIL, WHOLESALE, SALES 

+ EDUCATION, TEACHER, SCHOOL + MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY * SCIENTIFIC AND PHARMACEUTICAL, 

+ ENGINEERING, MANUFACTURING, UTILITIES © * MANAGEMENT, SENIOR POSITIONS RESEARCH 

+ ESTATE AGENCY, PROPERTY * MARKETING, ADVERTISING * TRANSPORT, LOGISTICS, AVIATION 


Full Time Administrator 
required for a training company based in 
Womensworld, just outside Canterbury. 
Duties to include telephone, filing and general 
administration. 
Monday - Friday 8:30am to 5:00pm. 
Please telephone Jeanette on 01227 833000 or via 
email Jeanette. Saunders@amactraining.co.uk 


Forward Care (Residential) Ltd 
Providing Residential Care for Adults with 
Learning Disabilities 


We currently require a Support Worker to cover 
shifts for Nights. To work 3 to 4 Nights per week 
All posts requires a NVQ Level 2 required 
minimum of 6 months experience 
Interested candidates should apply in writing 
enclosing a recent CV. 


Administrative Manager — Christine Morgan 
Hill Farm 
15 Keycol Hill 
Sittingbourne 
Kent ME9 8LZ 


Previous applicants need not apply 


RESIDENTIAL VACANCIES THANET AREA 


SALARY RANGE £ 11.620-£ 19,500 PA PLUS INCREMENTS 


WE REQUIRE RESIDENTIAL SUPPORT WORKERS - 
ALL LEVELS UP TO AND INCLUDING DEPUTY MANAGERS — 
TO WORK IN OUR NEW HOME. 


QUALIFICATIONS: NVQ 3 OR EQUIVALENT PREFERRED. HOWEVER 
TRAINING WILL BE PROVIDED FOR APPLICANTS WITH EVIDENT 
POTENTIAL AND / OR RELEVANT EXPERIENCE. 


CONTACT OUR SERVICES MANAGER ON 01227 369089 
Email: info@benecareltd.co.uk 


FOSTERING 
APPLICATIONS ARE WELCOMED FROM EXPERIENCED OR NEW FOSTER 
CARERS. WE ALSO REQUIRE QUALIFIED FORM F1 ASSESSORS AND 
INDEPENDENT SOCIAL WORKERS TO PROVIDE SUPPORT FOR OUR 
EXISTING CARERS. 


CONTACT OUR SERVICES MANAGER ON: 01227 362510. 
Email : info@benecarefostering.co.uk 
www.benecareltd.co.uk 
For an informal discussion regarding all our services: 
Steve Richmond 
07710 145802 


TEACHERS! 


& NURSERY NURSES 
GET AFLYING START 
WITH OUR EXCELLENT 
PAY RATES 


if 


Baileys Nissan Canterbury Feat, § 


require a = 


SALES CONSULTANT ..- 


Motor Trade experience essential of both 
Car and Commercial vehicles. The 
position covers the sale of both New and 
Approved Used vehicles 


Apply with your CV 

either in Writing to 

Brian Smith, Dealer Principal 

Baileys Nissan 

Westminster Road 

Vauxhall Industrial Estate 

Canterbury, CT1 1YY 

or e-mail brian.smith@baileysnissan.co.uk 


eastkent Prapeline 


For women and girls who are survivors of 
rape or childhood sexual abuse 


HELPLINE VOLUNTEERS 


We are currently looking for female helpline 
volunteers. We offer a free training course 

which consists of one evening a week for 10 
weeks and will start 3rd November 2009. 


COUNSELLING TRAINING 


With: Louise MacKinney BA (Hons), MSc, 
DipCouns, MBACP (Snr.Accred), UKCP 


Only suitable for qualified Counsellors 
(or in final year of Diploma) 
Starting January 2010 consisting of 30 hours 
over 8 evenings and 2 Saturdays 
Cost is £200 which can be refunded if the 
Counsellor completes 50hrs counselling 
for East Kent Rapeline 


For an application form for either course please 
contact: Kate or Debbie on 01227 451753 or 
E-mail: info@eastkentrapeline.com 


Section 7.2(d) of the Sex Discrimination Act 1975 applies. 
Charity No 1017581 


Supported by: 


& Of” 


LOOTERY FUMED SAY Counen 


bh 


~~ 


EDUCATION SENSE 


RSSCKDALE 


HOUSE 


HOME HELP 


for Sheltered Housing apartments in central 
Sevenoaks 
£7.24 per hour - 22 hours a week 
(9am — 2.30pm Tuesday to Friday - 
with some possible flexibility) 
Duties will include general cleaning in residents flats, 
shopping, laundry etc. 
Pension scheme, free parking on site. 
Company sick pay after 6 months, health plan. 


For details please ring 
Jay Drake, Personnel Manager on 01732 458762 
We will apply for an Enhanced CRB 
Disclosure for this post 


Saint George’s 


Church of England School 

Meadow Road, Gravesend, Kent DA11 7LS 

- Tel: 01474 533082 Fax: 01474 533844 
HEADTEACHER: Mrs A Southgate BDAKC 


Church of England, Voluntary Aided, Humanities College 
11-18, Mixed, Comprehensive School 


TEACHER OF SCIENCE 


To cover Maternity Leave from November 2009 to June 2010 
Main Pay Scale 


We require a well-qualified, enthusiastic and innovative teacher of science 
who is committed to raising the achievement of our students. 


Saint George’s C of E School is a successful, innovative and over- 
subscribed comprehensive school. 


Contact us to request further details and an application form. 


Email dhariwalj@saintgeorgescofe.kent.sch.uk or visit our website 
www.saintgeorgescofe.kent.sch.uk 


Closing Date: 16 October 2009 


pin 
‘ 
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alence School 


Minibus Driver and Maintenance 
(Kent Scheme 5 £16,793 - £18,471) 
FULL TIME 
Hours to be worked flexible in order to meet the 
complex needs of the students. 

Clean driving licence is essential; PCV driving licence and 
trade qualification are desirable. 


Valence School is a KCC all age residential school for children 
and young people with physical disabilities, complex medical 
needs and associated learning and communication difficulties. 


Valence School is committed to safeguarding and promoting 
every student's welfare. We expect all staff to share our 
commitment. The successful applicants will require an 

enhanced Criminal Records Bureau Check. 


For further information and an application form, please contact 
Lee-Anne Fossett. Closing date for applications is 
Friday 16th October 2009. 

Valence School, Westerham, Kent TN16 10N 
Tel:- 07887 727182 Fax: 01959-565046 
e-mail: vacancies@valence.kent.sch.uk 
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Self-Employed Site Operator 
required for the Kent area 


We are the world’s largest independent car wash company 
with a growing team of 320 successful self-employed 
conveyor car wash operators. 


We are looking for hard working and motivated self- 
employed operators. You will be your own boss, building, 
running and developing your own successful business, 
backed by the support and training offered by arc carwash. 


A generous commission is paid daily for each car washed 
and you will have the opportunity to increase your earnings 
by offering valeting services. There is no ceiling on your 
earnings and your start-up costs are low. 


Interested in joining our winning team? Please visit 
www.arc-carwash.co.uk for further details, alternatively call 
01494 897450 or email renata-moniak@imo-carwash.co.uk 

for an application pack. 


Opportunities are available to both male and female 


candidates. 


Saint George’s 


Church of England School 


= Meadow Road, Gravesend, Kent DA11 7LS 
Tel: 01474 533082 Fax: 01474 533844 


HEADTEACHER: Mrs A Southgate BDAKC 


Church of England, Voluntary Aided, 
Humanities College 
11-18, Mixed, Comprehensive School 


CURRICULUM LEADER 
of SCIENCE 


Required for January 2010 
TLR1b (£8,975) 


An exciting opportunity has arisen to appoint a 
dynamic new Curriculum Leader of Science 
who can inspire staff and is committed to 
raising the achievement of our students. 


Saint George’s C of E School is a successful, 
innovative and over -subscribed 
comprehensive school. This post comes at an 
exciting time for the school as we are 
preparing for new science facilities within our 
new buildings under Wave 4 of BSF. 


Saint George’s C of E School is committed 
to safeguarding and promoting the 
welfare of children. 

All appointments are subject to List 99 
and enhanced CRB checks. 
Contact us to request further details 
and an application form. 

Email 
dhariwalj@saintgeorgescofe.kent.sch.uk 
or visit our website 
www.saintgeorgescofe.kent.sch.uk 
Closing Date : 21 October 2009 


Make a difference - Be important 
in the life of a child - Foster a child 


Bredlands Lane, Sturry, Nr Canterbury, Kent CT2 OHD 
T: 01227 710392 | W: www.spiresacademy.com 


Twin Specialisms: Business & Enterprise H 
and Visual, Creative & Performing Arts Spi res 


Gal al bs Ss 


If you are ambitious to ‘get on’ in the profession then there is no better place to start than 
at Spires Academy where you will have the opportunity to work with experienced and 
committed teams of practitioners. 


ACADEMY 


In appointing teaching colleagues we look for candidates who enjoy working with young 
people and forge positive relationships with them. An enthusiasm for new approaches 
and ideas is also important. 


Vacancies for January 2010 


Teacher of English 


As our English department grows we are seeking to appoint a Teacher of English to join 
the Academy from 1st January 2010. 


Teacher of Girls’ PE 


We are seeking to appoint a Teacher of Girls’ PE to join the Academy from 1st January 2010. 


Teacher of Science 


As the Academy continues to grow we are seeking to appoint a Teacher of Science to join us 
from 1st January 2010. 


Further details about all posts and application forms are available on our website 
www.spiresacademy.com or alternatively contact Marion Wigington 
at m.wigington@spiresacademy.com 


Closing date for all posts: 12.00 noon, Friday 23rd October 2009. 


Spires Academy is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of young people and 
expects all staff to share this commitment. The successful applicant will be subject to appropriate child 
protection screening including checks with previous employers and the Criminal Records Bureau. 


NORTHFLEET SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 
Hall Road, Northfleet, Kent DA11 8AQ 


We are seeking to appoint 


SCHOOL INCLUSION OFFICER 


£13,272-£14,598 p.a. 


Up to 35 Hours per week (8.15 am to 3.45 p.m.) Term Time Only 
Initially a one year fixed term contract to 31.8.2010 


The role will involve 

Running the school inclusion room (an alternative to fixed term exclusion) 
Dealing with parental enquiries through telephone and face-to-face meetings 
© Promoting good attendance, attitudes and behaviour at all times 


¢ Assisting with a range of administrative support including support to exclusion, discipline and other student related meetings. 


including investigation and mediation. 


THE THOMAS -~ 
AVELING ‘e 
SCHOOL oo" 


(A Foundation Technology College) 
Arethusa Rd, Rochester, Kent ME1 2UW Headteacher: Mr P Jackson, BSc 
Tel: 01634 844809 Fax: 01634 818385 
Email: office@thomasaveling.co.uk Website: www.thomasaveling.co.uk/jobs 


2 x Site Services Officers — 


Facilities and Amenities Lettings 


Salary: NJC Scale pro-rata D1 point 7 — Point 16 
(presently £12,787 - £16,440) 


Part-time (18.5 hours per week) including holiday periods, 
Hours are envisaged to be: 

Post 1: Friday 4:00pm - 7:00pm; Saturday 9:00am - 5:30pm; Sunday 9:30am - 4:30pm 
Post 2: Sunday 9:30am — 4:30pm; Monday-Thursday 4:00pm - 7:00pm. 
(Some flexibility of actual working times is required with potential 
for future increase of these hours) 


The ideal candidates should be self motivated, responsive to demand, capable of 
working under pressure and on their own initiative as required. Formal 
qualifications in DIY and grounds maintenance are not essential; however, 
candidates should be able to demonstrate a practical aptitude for general 
building/grounds maintenance. 


The posts require some clerical administrative undertaking 
Primary responsibility of the roles will be to support and assist the activities of the site 
team and the on-site lettings during both evenings and weekends. 
Please visit www.thomasaveling.co.uk for further details 
of the post and an application form. 


Closing date for applications: Monday 12th October 2009 


Short-listed candidates only will be contacted for interview which will take place on 
Monday 19th October 2009 


The Thomas Aveling School is: - an Equal opportunities Employer 


- committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of all students and an enhanced 
CRB check will be required for all successful applicants. 


A2 CABS LTD 
Full & Part Time 


TAXI DRIVER'S 
Required 
Please contact 


Elaine 
01795 431500 


Brambles Care Home 


require an 


Assistant Manager 
32 hours pw 


Assisting the manager to lead our staff team to 
deliver excellent quality care to the homes 
elderly residents . 

Applicants will be self motivated and 
enthusiastic with exceptional Interpersonal skills 
and previous experience in a supervisory role 
within a care setting. 

Applicants will hold suitable care qualifications 
and will possess good levels of IT skills. 
The post requires some weekend and on-call 
working. 


For an informal discussion, a job description and 
application form contact 
Kevin or Sheila 
Bramble Lane, Wye, Ashford, Kent TN25 5EE 


Tel: 01233 813217 


A flexible approach to working and the ability to work as part of a team and under your own initiative are essential. Good 


communication skills at all levels are essential. 


Experience of working with young people in an educational, Youth and Community or similar environment would be an advantage. 


Please submit full CV giving details of previous experience and the name of two referees to Mrs S Chisholm, Personnel Administrator at 
Northfleet School for Girls, Hall Road, Northfleet, Kent DA11 8AQ or email: personnel@northfleetgirls.kent.sch.uk 


Closing date for applications: 12 October 2009 


We are seeking to appoint 


RECEPTIONIST/ADMINISTRATOR 
Afternoon/Evening Term Time Only - 3 pm to 7 pm (9.30 pm) 
Core 20 hours per week /Term Time Only 
Salary Scale Kent Scheme Grade 4 £7218 to £7584 


ie successful applicant will be computer literate, have excellent communication skills enabling them to communicate effectively with 
both students and adults, and be able to prioritise and work under pressure. Confident and competent use of the telephone is 


essential. A qualified first aider would be preferred, although training will be given. 


losing Date for applications: 12 October 2009 


is is a job share position and hours of work will be 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Monday to Thursday and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday - 39 weeks 
per year — with hours extending to 9.30 p.m. when required. Cover for during the day may occasionally also be needed. 


Please submit full CV giving details of previous experience and why you feel this is the post for you to Mrs S Chisholm, Personnel 
Administrator at Northfleet School for Girls, Hall Road, Northfleet, Kent DA11 8AQ or email: personnel@northfleetgirls.kent.sch.uk 


THE QUEST SCHOOL 


We wish to appoint a qualified teacher and 
teaching assistant to work at our specialist 
school for children with autism age 8-16 years. 
Start date — January 2010 
The right candidates will be dynamic 
and enthusiastic. Special needs experience 
preferred, a desire to make a difference in 
children’s lives essential. 
Please download an application form at 
Www.questschool.co.uk and return to: 
Quest School, The Old Stables, Church Farm, Church Rd, 


Offham, West Malling, ME19 5NX. Tel: 01732 522700 
Email: quest_school@btconnect.com 


Closing date for applications: Friday O9th October 


Quest School is an equal opportunities employer. 
We are committed to promoting and safeguarding the welfare of children. 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


KOS MEDIA (PUBLISHING) LTD 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


1. Advertisements will be accepted only on the express condition that the advertiser 
warrants that the advertisement does not in any way contravene any existing 
legislation and in particular the Trade and Description Act 1968 and the Consumer 
Credit Act 1974. 

2. Itis the responsibility of all advertisers to ensure that all advertising meets all forms 
of government legislation and KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd (the “media owner") takes 
no responsibility for liability in errors and omissions to the content of our media. 

3. All rates quoted are subject to VAT at the rate currently in force at the time the 
advertisement appears. 

4. All rates within the annual advertising agreement will be rate protected for 12 
months from the first date of publication under the signed agreement. 

5. Any unsuitable material posted on any website belonging to KOS Media (Publishing) 
Ltd by the advertiser or any associated third party will be removed or refused. All 
passwords and security supplied to the advertiser by KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd in 
relation to the use of the posting of material via the media owner's online 
administration tool will be the responsibility of the advertiser. The advertiser 
indemnifies KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd against any damages as a result of misuse 
of these privileges by either the advertiser or any third party given password 
privileges by the advertiser. 

6. KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd reserves the right to change passwords intermittently 
to ensure the overall and ongoing security of its websites within the public domain. 

7. Copyright and licenses for voice-over/music/photography or film for advertising 
promotions or otherwise within the various forms of media in print, online and 
moving film owned by KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd must have been sought, verified 
or paid for by the advertiser where applicable. Approval or permissions must have 
been given by any potential beneficial owner voice-over or music. The advertiser 
must be able to verify any statements or claims (promotional or otherwise) in 
relation to their products/services promoted within any of the media offerings 
belonging to KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd. 

8. Where shrinkage of an advertisement occurs for whatever reason, the 
advertisement will be charged to the nearest full centimetre where it relates to the 
media owner's printed publications. This will NOT apply to full-page 
advertisements, which remain full pages even after shrinkage. 

9. KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd reserves the right to omit or refuse any 
advertisement/commercial/web content without notice or explanation. In these 
terms the word “advertiser” shall be construed to include any person or 
organisation placing an advertisement on behalf of another. 

10. A guarantee of insertion cannot be given and the media owners shall not be liable 
for any loss or damage caused by any error inaccuracy within your marketing 
content. In no case shall the total liability of the media owner for any error or 
omission exceed the price charged by the media owners for that advertising. 

11. No liability is accepted for any loss or damage alleged to have arisen through delay 
in forwarding replies to Box numbers, however caused, nor for the loss or damage 
to any artwork supplied. 

12. Claims for any error or inaccuracy in your media messages with KOS Media (Publishing) 
Ltd must be made in writing to the accounts department within 10 days of publishing. 

13. KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd accepts no responsibility for any errors or omissions 
made on their websites by the advertiser. 

14. KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd has the right to cancel the advertiser's annual membership 
without notice should the advertiser deliberately publish out of date material or content 
‘on any of the media owner's online digital platforms. KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd will 
seek to recover, in full, all outstanding invoices in relation to the signed annual 
membership as a result of the advertiser's negligence in this regard and reserves the 
right to claim damages for any potential vexatious action via the advertiser. 

15. Advertisers are requested to check their advertisements after the first insertion. The 
media owner will not be responsible for any errors on subsequent insertions, which 
have not been advised to them in writing. 

16. A minimum of one month's notice must be given in writing for any cancellation of the 
signed annual advertiser's agreement. Upon cancellation, all discounts from KOS 
Media's standard effective media advertising rate card (July 2008-June 2009) will be 
recalculated and adjusted accordingly in line with KOS Media’s standard media rate 
card (effective July 2008-June 2009) and will reflect the revised length of commitment 
denoted by the advertiser's written cancellation. Any surcharges, refunds or costs in 
relation to the production of the advertiser's TV commercial for the commitment set out 
within the advertiser's agreement will be met in full by the advertiser as per KOS 
Media's standard media advertising rate card (July 2008-June 2009). Discounts will 
be reapplied and any refunds or surcharges will be paid by either party within 30 days 
of the advertiser's written cancellation. Any other advertising placed must give a 
minimum of seven days’ written notice and any discounts given for series bookings 
will be forfeited by the advertiser upon cancellation. 

17. Seasonal contracts, Your Professional classified advertisements or any uplift 
advertising within the annual contract with the advertiser will be invoiced in full - at 
rate card - on receipt of any written cancellation of this contract within the 12-months. 

18. All uplift advertisements must be booked in at least three months in advance of 
publication and will be subject to availability. All dates booked will be on a first- 
come, first-served basis. 

19. The advertiser must agree to the date and time of filming of any online TV 
advertising commercial supplied by KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd within the 
advertiser's agreement, (Platinum, Gold, Silver standard of commercial). Should, for 
any reason, the advertiser not be available at the agreed time without giving 
sufficient notice (at least 48 hours), KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd reserves the right 
to charge for any further TV production at its standard published hourly rate should 
the advertiser still wish to use KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd's production services to 
complete its TV commercial or photographic imagery included in the advertiser's 
agreement. The advertiser will approve and accept that there are only two choices 
of voice-over and music offered by KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd. Should an 
advertiser wish to use other voice-overs or non-copyright free music it is the 
responsibility of the advertiser to pay the PRS rights should they be required to do 
‘so. Any changes to or failure to approve the TV production by the deadlines agreed 
between both parties will result in KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd being given 
permission by the advertiser to replace the TV commercial with pictures or stills 
from a choice of photography supplied by the media owner until the advertiser can 
supply a TV commercial produced at their own cost and risk outside of this 
agreement. The advertiser also accepts and agrees that this action would not 
reduce the value or cost of their membership. Any cost of changes required to the 
TV commercial throughout the advertiser's agreement will be borne by the 
advertiser outside of this agreement. 

20. Each advertiser accepts that their ranking and position within KOS Media (Publishing) 
Ltd’s search engine will be equal to those within their category (Platinum, Gold, Silver, 
Bronze, etc) other than they will be ranked based on the search engine criteria of 
optimisation within their level (Platinum, Gold, Silver or Bronze). 

21. Any delivery claims made by the advertiser or discount vouchers published within 
the print or online media of KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd and any action as a result 
of the public or otherwise is the sole responsibility of the advertiser. Any claims 
resulting from this via KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd must be met by the advertiser. 

22. a.All credit accounts due for payment shall be notified to the Advertiser by the 30th 
day following the date of the invoice, time to be of the essence. All sums due to 
KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd or RBS Factoring shall be paid in full, and the Advertiser 
shall have no right of set off in any circumstances. 

b. In the event that payment is not received by KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd or RBS 
Factoring by the due date, the media owner shall be entitled to suspend all further 
advertising until payment is received and/or repudiate the contract and make any 
‘surcharges for breaking the contract. 

c. In the event that payment is not received by KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd by the 
due date, the media owner reserves the right to charge interest on all overdue 
balances calculated on a daily basis at the rate of two per cent above the minimum 
lending rate of National Westminster Bank Pic from time to time in force. 

d. Not withstanding anything in these terms and conditions or implied to the 
contrary, in the event of the Advertiser ceasing to use the services of KOS Media 
(Publishing) Ltd (for whatever reason), the whole amount of monies due from the 
Advertiser to the date of cessation shall fall due for immediate payment. 

e. The Advertiser will be liable for all costs incurred by KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd 
in the recovery of debts not paid by the due date. 

f. Payment may be made by cheque, credit transfer, direct debit, cash and any 
major credit card. 

23. Any discount which KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd may have agreed with the 
Advertiser shall be forfeited in the event of failure by the Advertiser to complete the 
contract or to meet the above credit terms. 

24. Advertising Agency commission will be allowed to those advertisers recognised by 
the Newspaper Society, but shall not exceed ten per cent and will be subject to the 
terms of that recognition. This commission will not be allowed if the Advertising 
Agency fails to meet the terms. 

25. All private advertisements and certain categories as laid down by KOS Media 
(Publishing) Ltd must be prepaid. 

26. The Advertiser agrees to indemnify KOS Media (Publishing) Ltd in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the media owners or any of the 
companies within the KOS Media Group as the result of legal action or threatened 
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Receive a helping hand 
searching for a new job 


100s of Kent jobs updated daily Register your details and we'll 
online from Kent's leading companies, email you daily with new jobs 
from all sectors of industry that match your search criteria 


View the latest vacancies with new 
Jobs posted daily, read full job 
descriptions and apply online. 


=X Jobs by email 
Be the first to receive the latest top Kent jobs. Register 
your details and we'll email you daily with new jobs that 
match your search criteria. Take advantage of our online 
services and receive Jobs by Email, 
get professional advice, build your 
bespoke CV and read Company 
Profiles from the county's leading 
CV Checker and builder recruiter's. 
Use our tools and create a first class CV. See how good 
your CV is and take advantage of a free CV review. 


Company profiles 
Read about Kent's leading companies, view their current 
job vacancies and contact them with your details. 


JobsforKent.co.uk 


Here to help you find your next job wi 


=n 
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POWERED BY KOS MEDIA “ai BY 


we 


yourlocal professionals 


Advertise your business on yourkenttv.co.uk - the Kent local search directory find out more about us and our products and services online 


TO ADVERTISE ~~) Email us at classified(@kosmedia.co.uk 


BUILDING SERVICES 


CLEANING SERVICES 


CWD BUILDERS 


Your building projects 
es 

> a 

in safe hands 


e Plumbing ¢ Electrics e Carpentry 
e Plastering e Rendering 

e Damp-proofing * Decorating 

e Roofing ° Fascias & Soffits 

e Drainage & Groundworks 

e Extensions e Renovations 

e New Builds e Garden Design 


For a complete and professional service 
with flair, imagination and experience, 
call today for a FREE ESTIMATE on 


07980 062694 or 01303 872505 


CWD Building Services 


Providing a complete build service 
to make your dreams a reality 


BUILDING SERVICES 


Need more room 
but can’t afford to move? 
Why not extend your house? 


Member of the Federation of Small Businesses 
and a parent company of 
which carries out all aspects of building work 


Contact on: 


www.kentdrawing.co.uk 
BUILDING SERVICES 
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RESTORE 


THINK 
GREEN 
RECOVER YOUR 
DOOR - DON’T 
BUY NEW 


After 


your garage 


CARPENTRY / JOINERY 


c.J.Harris 
Bespoke Joiner 


ALL ASPECTS OF CARPENTRY & JOINERY 
INCLUDING BESPOKE FURNITURE 
FOR YOUR HOME 


Windows, Doors & Outbuildings made to measure 


Professional Domestic cleaning 
Weekly, Fortnightly, Monthly 
End of Tenancy & Move-In/Out 


so 
Spring Clean & Special Occasions R 


For full details of our rates and services 


© ~ Fo 


DIY & TRADE SERVICE 


FASCIASSOFITAND) 94 
GUTTERING oe 
SILICONE FROM #9 


i SCREWS START om ohh t 


WINDOWS FROM ‘gaa 5 


Unit 1, John Hall Close, Oare Road, ne am} 
Kent ME13 7TY 
01795 597561 
© trade@se-windowcare.co.uk 
© www.se-windowcare.co.uk 


DRIVING TUITION 


A-C Liass Driving Schoo 


are trying to help keep the 
cost of learning to drive down. 


By giving you lots of great offers such as: 


Visit www.a-class.co.uk 
to view all of our amazing offers helping you save money. 


ALL AREAS COVERED 
* We have male and female 
instructors 
* We can teach you how to drive 
Manual or Automatic cars 


WE ALSO OFFER: 


* Theory Training 
* Pass Plus/Motorway Lessons 


Let us cater for all your driving needs. 
Don't hesitate. Call us now 


or TEXT LESSONS plus your name to} “‘*'e- 


for more information and a call back | ia, = 


DRIVING TUITION 


SPECIAL 
OFFER 


DRIVING LESSONS 


From £6.99 
Conditions apply 


First 5 
Driving lessons 


only £75 


GARDENING 


HOMECARE 
LANDSCAPES 


SPECIALIST IN 

Drives, Patios, Paths 

Decking, Fencing, Turfing 

Hedge cutting, Pruning 

All Garden services 

SeyCall now for a FREE quote 


01634 682776 07977 807467 
www.homecarelandscapes.co.uk 


HANDYMAN 


Electrical-Plumbing-Carpent 
Kitchens & Bathrooms fitte 
Floor and Wall Tiling 
Painting & Decorating 
Handyman Services 


Phone: 01795 555571 
Mobile: 07771 501828 


info@handymankent.com 


INTERIORS / BATHROOMS 


FOR ALL YOUR BATHROOM 
& PLUMBING NEEDS 
VISIT OUR MASSIVE 

SHOWROOM 
& TRADE CENTRE 
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 


ALLBITS Plumbing Supplies 
Unit 60, John Wilson Industrial Estate, 


Whitstable, Kent, CT5 30T 


Telephone: 01 227 281 648 


MOTORING / SERVICES 


QCR 


Engine management lights + ABS + Airbag + Service Lights 
+ Air Con + ECU repairs + Radio Codes + Blown Fuses 


ADVANCED 
CAR DIAGNOSTIC 
FAULT FINDING 


+ Electric Windows + Central Locking + Heater Blowers + Heated Rear 
Screens + MOT Emission Refusal + Immobiliser Faults 
+ Diesel Injector Testing + Code Reading + Alternators 
+ Batteries + Starter Motors + Lambda Sensors + Coil Packs 
+ Mass Airflow Sensors + T HEADLAMP BULBS + KEY PROGRAMMING AND 
BC SENSORS, DASHBOARD REPAIRS 


1 Hothfield Road, Rainham, Kent ME8 8BJ 
qcrrogers@hotmail.com 


@) Telephone us on 01303 817000 Fax us on 01303 817001 


PAINTERS & DECORATORS 


RJS 


Husband & Wife Team 


Painting & Decorating 
Wallpapering & 
Plastering 


No job to small, Clean and reliable. 
Discounts for senior citizens 


07806 264026 
07910 578155 


PLANT & TOOL HIRE 


wl 
= 


IDET) PLANT & TOOL HIRE 
BN BR WHEN YOU NEED IT FAST 
Widest range in stock for hire or sale 
Your local company 
Where service counts 
Free local delivery 
Trade & DIY 
Mon-Fri 7:30-5:30 Sat 7:30-12:00 


Sheerness Sittingbourne 
01795 668505 


01795 423505 
www.rapidplant.com 


PUBLISHING 


To find out how to 
promote your business 
within our media 
telephone Maria on 
01303 817152 


SPORTS / ACTIVITIES 


GREENFIELDS 
SHOOTING GROUNDS 


Greenfields offers a range of tuition 
options, from lessons for beginners 
through to experienced shot 
guidance. Our tuition will help you 
reach the level you desire in a 
r friendly, pressure-free environment. 


| 
Greenfields Shooting Grounds 
Sturry Hill, Sturry, Nr Canterbury, Kent CT2 ONG 


01227 713 222 


sales@greenfieldsshooting.co.uk 
www.greenfieldsshooting.co.uk 


WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 
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DAME Kelly Holmes says she is trying to 
encourage the rest of the country to follow in 
the footsteps of the successful Kent School 
Games, writes Glenn Pearson. 

Kent’s double Olympic gold medallist 
attended the launch of the 2010 Kent School 
Games last week, which is intended to give 
more than 30,000 young people across the 
county a chance to compete in as many as 38 
different sports. 

The Games were launched at Hayesbrook 
Sports College in Tonbridge on Thursday 


SWIMMING STARS: Faversham Swimming Club 


Faversham club 
enjoy stroke of 
success at Gala 


FAVERSHAM Swimming Club held 
their heads high after scooping fourth 
place in the Development Sprint Gala at 
Dover. 

The club’s 18 years and under relay 
team, including Tom Walton, Emily 
Westlake, Emma Wenn and Tom Aylen, 
wowed the crowd with some superb per- 
formances, earning them two first- 
placed finishes. 

Faversham’s swimmer’s collected a 
total of six speeding tickets (badge’s of 
honour) for exceeding the entry times as 
specified by the Amateur Swimming 
Association. Top speeders were Lydia 
Scott for under-50-metre breaststroke, 
Molly McKenna for the 25-metre indi- 
vidual medley, Casey Harte for the 
under-50-metre freestyle, _—_ Bridie 
Matthews in the under-50-metre breast- 
stroke, Tom Guthrie in the under-50- 
metre breaststroke and Rebecca Crouch 
in the under-50-metre freestyle. 

The Tesco Gala Star trophy was 
awarded to nine-year-old Keeley Wrench 
for competing in her first development 
gala and the Tesco Gala Shield was 
awarded to Tom Walton for his perform- 
ance in the 18 years and under-50-metre 
freestyle race. 


GLENN PEARSON 


with local heats set to start later this month, 
culminating in finals events in July next year. 


Kent County Council leader Paul Carter, 
the man who came up with the idea for an 
event believed to be the biggest school sports 
event in Europe, talked of a continued decline 
of sport in schools over the last ten years and 
how that needed to be rectified. 

After the success of the inaugural Games in 
2008, Holmes said there have been discus- 
sions with other counties and the ideal sce- 
nario would be for a national school games to 
coincide with London 2012. 


Kelly's hope to tale Kent School Games national 


“It’s a massive event,” she said. “There’s 
nothing like it in the UK and I’m pushing for 
this to be replicated in other counties so we 
can have a national final in a national school 
games. 

“It’s at quite an early stage, but in the near- 
by counties such as Essex and Surrey, they 
are very keen on the model, because the 
model is very good. Hopefully we can repli- 
cate it, but obviously it takes quite a lot of 
people to get something like this going. If we 
can start getting other counties doing it by 
2011 with a big final for 2012, that would be 
fantastic.” 


UNLUCKY: Elie Kaymebe came on as a substitute and caused Wingate & Finchley plenty of problems, but Sittingbourne were unable to capitalise on the good chances they created 


Brickies miss a host of 


chances in trophy draw 


THE Brickies were forced to travel 
to north London last night for a 
replay after failing to finish 
Wingate & Finchley off at Bourne 
Park on Saturday. 


Sittingbourne, who gave a debut to ex- 
Maidstone and Ashford winger Jimmy Bottle, 
had the wind behind them in the first half and 
in the first ten minutes this looked to have given 
them the edge, but despite winning a number of 
early corners, they all came to nothing. 

Wingate weathered the early pressure easily 
but Sittingbourne came good again in the final 
period of the half. On 39 minutes Nick Reeves, 
who is subject to a seven-day approach from 
Chatham Town, smashed the ball into the 
Wingate box where Femi Omogbehin instinc- 
tively stuck out a foot and the speed of the cross 
meant that the shot whistled past goalkeeper 
Gavin King. 

The second half had barely begun but it was 
obvious that Sittingbourne hadn’t adjusted to 
playing with the strong wind blowing at them. 
Skipper Joe Dowley attempted to clear his lines 
but only managed to find a Wingate player. The 
ball sailed over Nick Reeves’ head straight to 
the lurking Wingate captain Marvin Samuel 


Wi BY PETER PITTS 


Sittingbourne 1 


Omogbehin 39 

Wingate & Finchley 1 rd 
Samuel 47 

who thumped it past Derren Ibrahim for the 
equaliser. 


The home side’s goalkeeper was called into 
action five minutes later as he did well to punch 
a corner away. 

There was some defensive panic amongst the 
Sittingbourne defenders as they still struggled 
to get to grips with the wind and boss Gary 
Abbott had seen enough, making a double sub- 
stitution replacing Jon Neal and Adam Cottrell 
with Elie Kayembe and Billy Manners. 

The change was paying dividends as 
Kayembe was causing all sorts of problems. On 
67 minutes he ran down the right and sent in a 
hard low cross that found Bottle almost right 
under the bar. Bottle stuck out a foot but 
instead of whistling into the net the ball went 


Sittingbourne starting XI 


Subs used: Kayembe (Cottrell 57), Manners (Neal 57) 


almost vertical and over the bar. It was a huge 
let off for Wingate but Sittingbourne kept up 
the pressure and a ball from Ashley Grant 
found Colin Richmond on the edge of the area 
only for a timely challenge to whip it off his foot 
and up-field. 

Kayembe caused havoc in the Wingate 
defence again on 76 minutes when he fired in a 
blistering cross. This time the ball bounced off 
defenders and attackers alike and eventually 
was kicked off the line by Marc Weatherstone. 

Wingate weren't finished though and only a 
brave header from Matt Bourne, who got in the 
way of Leon Fisher’s shot, stopped Ibrahim 
from being called into action as both sides were 
forced to settle for a replay. 


OddM YOST #414 


FOOTBALL 


BY GLENN PEARSON 
Wick 1 


Boston 63 (pen) 


Faversham Town 2 


Smissen 21, 37 


A BUSTER Smissen brace saw off 
Wick at the weekend and set up a 
trip to Surrey to face Badshot Lea 


in the FA Vase second round proper. 

The prolific striker netted twice in the first 
half before having to go off at the start of the 
second half with what can only be described as 
a sore backside. 

He is expected to shrug that off in time for 
Saturday’s trip to Corinthian, but defender 
Dan Larkin is unlikely to feature after suffer- 
ing heavy bruising to his foot. 

Manager Justin Luchford, speaking to 
Yourswale from a beach in Majorca, will go 
down to watch Badshot Lea ahead of their fix- 
ture next month. The Town boss, who returns 
from his holiday in time for training on 
Thursday night, is targeting a long run in the 
FA Vase. 

“We have got to try and go as far as we can 
because it is against teams at our level and 
there is also £1,000 on offer for each round,” he 


LEAGUE TABLES 
RYMAN DIVISION ONE SOUTH 


Gd 
1 Godalming Town +9 
2 Merstham 43 
3 Folkestone Invicta +6 
4 Croydon Athletic 415 
5 Chatham Town 
6 Corinthian-Casuals 
7 Walton & Hersham 
8 Worthing 
9 Fleet Town 
10 Dulwich Hamlet 


I] Metropolitan Police 
12 Burgess Hill Town 


DADUYNNDANGCDNDDDONNDONDMHOVD 
SHPENMKEENNMNMWNHWNHWWEWWEKUDTAS 
BPNOWWNNYWOWFHABNDNOWWHENMNHHESD 
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13 Walton Casuals 

14 Whyteleafe 

15 Ramsgate 

16 Leatherhead 

17 Sittingbourne 

18 Eastbourne Town 

19 Horsham YMCA 

20 Whitstable Town 

21 Ashford Town 

22 Chipstead 

KENT LEAGUE PREMIER DIVISION 

1 Faversham Town 8 7 al 0 +1 (22 
2 Beckenham Town 7 5 1 1 +8 (16 
3 Herne Bay 7 5 0 2 +4 15 
4Greenwich Borough 8 3 3) 2 ip 
5 Erith & Belvedere 6 4 0 2 2) 1B 
6 Sevenoaks 6 2 3 1 4 9 
7 Erith Town 5 2 2) 1 ae 
8 Hythe Town 4 2 1 1 +87 
9 Holmesdale 7 2 1 4 al 7 
10 Norton Sports 8 2 i 5 5 7 
11 Deal Town 6 2 1 3 6 7 
12 Fisher 8 2 1 5 8 7 
13 Tunbridge Wells 6 1 3 2 0 6 
14 Sporting Bengal 6 2 0 4 2 6 
15 Corinthian 5 0 2 3 10 2 
16 Lordswood 7 0 2 5 18 eee) 


FIXTURES (Saturday): Ryman Division One South: Horsham 
YMCA v Sittingbourne; Kent League: Corinthian v Faversham 
Town; Norton Sports v Greenwich Borough 


Buster bags a brace to 
set up Vase tie in Surrey 


ON TARGET: Town (white) celebrate Smissen’s strike 


said. “I’m not saying we are going to go all the 
way, but it’s a competition that sits nicely in 
our fixture list.” 

Wick lost one of their influential strikers in 
the first half on Saturday due to injury, and 
Luchford points to that as a crucial moment. 

“They lost their striker after 25 minutes and 
I really felt that was the turning point in the 
game,” he said. “I have watched him play and 
he is a decent player. We gave a soft penalty 
away in the second half and we really had to 
hand in there for the last 35 minutes, but we 
did okay and I think it was a fantastic result 
against a team flying in their league.” 

Luchford takes his side to struggling 
Corinthian on Saturday with a chance to 
maintain their unbeaten start to the season. 


Faversham Town starting XI 


Subs used: Richardson (Larkin 15), Sinden (Smissen 48) 


Some have questioned the side he will put out 
against a team second bottom in the Kent 
League, to which he answered: “I can tell you I 
will be putting out the best side I have got. No 
one has the right to win games in this league. 
There are no easy games and Corinthian will 
be another tough one.” 


Prolific Glass shatters 
Wimbledon's hopes 


Winchester 3 Gore Court 3 


A YOUTHFUL looking Gore Court opened 
their season with a spirited performance at 
Winchester. 

The Sittingbourne side were without four 
first-team regulars and were forced to call on 
several young players who didn’t disappoint 
on the day. 

Both teams play open, attractive hockey 
and as such both defences were under pres- 
sure. 

Court settled into the game well and creat- 
ed a number of half chances, however it was 
the home side who went ahead after 20 min- 
utes through Will Brown when a break from 
the half way line caught the Court defence 
outnumbered. 

The visitors responded well to going a goal 
down, but were unable to create a clear 
chance before half-time. 

Ten minutes into the second half, 
Winchester took a two-goal lead after a short 
corner was converted by Adrian Wilkinson. 
Court responded almost immediately when 
the prolific Aaron Glass pulled a goal back 
from a corner. The visitors were on the front 
foot, but minutes later a slack piece of mark- 
ing let Wilkinson in to make it 3-1 with only 
ten minutes to go. 

Court surged forward and after good play 
from Sam Miller, Glass slammed in a reverse 
hit. Sensing a chance to pull level, Court 
were all over a tiring Winchester side and 
again Glass was in the right place to deflect 


—— 


SPIRITED PERFORMANCE: Gore Court played 
attractive hockey against Winchester at the weekend 


in a Paul Surridge pass to draw the sides 
level. 

Court pushed forward for the winner, but 
with three minutes to go the game was aban- 
doned following a nasty head injury to a 
Winchester defender and they had to settle 
for a point. 
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ON TARGET: Lewis Rivett scored with a great header 


Rivett's header nets 


Norton an away win 


Holmesdale 0 Norton Sports 1 


A LEWIS Rivett header deep into the sec- 
ond half helped Norton earn their first win 
on their travels this season. 

With a strong wind blowing across the 
pitch, both teams seemed a little unsure at 
the start but Holmesdale were having the 
better of the possession. 

A superb stop from Chris Smith denied 
the home side after five minutes, before the 
game was interrupted after a Holmesdale 
player suffered a bad injury resulting in 
him being taken away in an ambulance. 

Once the game got underway, Norton lost 
both Jon Emmerson and Jack Goodger to 
injury and the changes did little to help the 
flow of the game as both teams struggled to 
adopt to the new formations. 


Penalty shout 


With ten minutes of the half remaining 
Smith made another great block and 
almost immediately Norton were denied a 
penalty shout for hand ball after a corner. 

The second half saw the home side contin- 
ue having the lion’s share of possession, 
forcing Norton to have to defend in num- 
bers and making it difficult to take any con- 
trol over the game. 

The visitors held strong with Daniel 
Baverstock in particular impressing as they 
restricted Holmesdale, ensuring Smith’s only 
job was plucking out crosses. Norton’s best 
opportunities always seemed to be set pieces 
and as the half progressed they looked more 
and more threatening from these. On the 
hour Scott Appleton’s knock down saw 
Ashley Baverstock miss-hit an opportunity 
from the edge of the box and then with 20 
minutes to go, player boss Ben Taylor was 
blatantly pushed in the box at a corner but 
the referee chose to ignore the visitor’s claims. 

Time seemed to be running out until on 78 
minutes Ryan Rook hit a corner to the near 
post where Rivett hit a bullet header into the 
back of the net. Norton had little trouble in 
running the clock down in a game where the 
points meant more than the performance. 
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Boss Mark Stimson fears Gills will struggle 
without injured striker Simeon Jackson 
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£ TOP CASH PRICES PAID £ 


for your unwanted 


GOLD & SILVER 
IEROTHERS 


All valuations free of sieaprema for all iewelleryl 
scrap gold and silver items and objects, 
antiques and collectables 


TOP PRICES PAID 


‘=  Wecome to you or visit our shop 
I.D required for all 
purchases of items 


Wp 4 U day Fernbank Brothers Jewellers 

@ ‘Casino. Rooms — a Since 1880 
ante souy ae ve OT 634 717303 

Sun 11th October = “"01634 850710 


} i 19 High Street, Sittingbourne 
From 9 till 3 Kent ME10 4AY 


December 5,2009 - January 17, 2010: 


Our most specta 
pantomime eve 


‘You'd better hel 


PANTO 
LEGEND: 


Marlowe 
favourite 
Dave Lee 
will be 
playing 
Tinkerbell 


lev 


New venues a top-flight arena Sears 


WITH the closure of the Marlowe for redevelop- 
ment, this year’s pantomime is being staged in 
a state-of-the-art big top theatre tent. 

It will be called the Marlowe Theatre Arena — 
but what, exactly, is it? 

Rob Haworth is project manager for Theatre 
Tent, the company behind the venue, which will 
be at the former Kingsmead coach park. 

He is keen to dispel myths about cold, circus- 
style structures in garish colours. 

He said: “While the structure has its roots in 
tradition, what we use now are more correctly 
called ‘tensile structures’ and while the struc- 
ture is temporary, the Marlowe Theatre Arena 
will be perfectly heated, have comfortable seats 
and more toilets than the old theatre.” 

The arena will provide nearly 30,000 sq ft of 
space, which will be used to house the audience 
areas, bar and refreshment stands and, of 


BIG STAGE: The arena is nearly 30,000 sq ft 


It will be dark blue in colour, 198ft-long, 
148ft-wide and 56ft-high. 

“Audience-goers should be under no illusion,” 
Rob said. “This isn’t a watered-down version of 
the Canterbury panto just because it’s in a tent 
— far from it, the sets still move, Peter will still 
fly and producers Paul and Emily are using 


course, the entire pantomime production. 


every item in their panto toolbox to make this 


the most memorable Marlowe panto ever.” 
Although the producers and Theatre Tent 
have been working on the project for more than 
a year, remarkably, the arena will only take a 
couple of days to build. Starting with an empty 
coach park, the main support beams are raised 
on motors, then the roof is lifted and the walls 
added. Next, the technical teams will add all of 
the lighting and sound equipment as well as the 
specialist equipment that allows Peter to fly. 
Theatre Tent technical production manager 
Andy Barlett said: “Once that’s done, we add 
the seating, put the flooring down and lay the 
carpet. With more than 1200 seats and 12,000 
sq ft of carpet, we'll have our work cut out!” 
For more details about the Marlowe Theatre 
Arena and the pantomime in general, visit 
www.marlowepeterpan.co.uk. 
To book tickets visit www.newmarlowethe- 
atre.org.uk or call the box office on 01227 787787. 


Sunshine smile keeps family tradition 


FAMILY: Paul, Freddie, Emily and Poppy 


AT the age of just four weeks, Poppy Sunshine 
Hendy already had a production under her nappy. 

The talented tot was filmed as baby Cinderella 
and the footage will be used in this year’s 
Guildford pantomime. 

It won’t come as a surprise though when you 
consider her heritage: mum Emily and dad Paul 
are panto producers! 

Better known as Evolution Productions, Emily 
and Paul are the force behind the Marlowe’s 
panto (they met at the Marlowe during Beauty 
and the Beast in 1997) and four more across the 
country. 

Emily was born and brought up in Deal. She 
went into film production and worked across the 
world before returning to Kent to work for the 
family business. 

In 2004, she began producing with Paul, who is 
something of a panto veteran. He has appeared in 
more than 20 pantos, directed about as many and 
written more than 30 scripts. 

He is also an established writer and has two 
novels to his name. 

Paul is once again writing, directing and pro- 


ducing all five Evolution productions, including, 
of course, Peter Pan. 

Emily, Paul, Poppy (now nine weeks) and four- 
year-old Freddie live in Eastry. Freddie is no 
stranger to the stage, either — like Poppy, he was 
filmed at the age of four weeks, as baby Cinderella. 

Paul admitted that having a young family and 
a huge workload is pretty exhausting for him and 
Emily. 

He said: “This is always a particularly busy time 
for us and this year we also have to think about 
the Marlowe Theatre Arena. We aren’t getting a 
lot of sleep at the moment but keep going because 
we are so excited by the prospects ahead and we 
really want to make it happen. Canterbury, in par- 
ticular, is such a big show and will be so spectacu- 
lar, so we know it will be worth it. “ 

Amazingly, the family connection doesn’t stop 
there: Emily’s mum Helga Wood is the set design- 
er and costume supervisor for the pantos, sister 
Dorcas Wood will be the company manager at 
Canterbury, and brother George Wood is the man 
behind the Festive Film season, also at the 
Marlowe Theatre Arena. 


Our chance 
to ‘Hook’ up 
@ 
with the cast 


COMEDIAN Ade Edmondson (Captain 
Hook) is joined in Peter Pan by Kent comic 
Dave Lee who, for his fourteenth Marlowe 
Panto, will play Tinkerbell. 

Also making a welcome return to 
Canterbury will be Ben Roddy, who was 
such a hit as Herman the Henchman in 
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. 

Steven Butler will play Peter Pan, while 
Gemma Sutton has been cast as Wendy. 
Both have West End, regional theatre and 
Vere to their name. 

nd, if you fancy an ice cr i 
a ao with Deve qnen readin al 
One lucky KOS reader and three 
win tickets to see Peter Pan and roe coal 
at an exclusive after-show Party. 
The performance — at 7.30pm on 
Wednesday, December 9 - is when Press 
and dignatories get to see the pantomime. 
And when the curtain goes down, everyone 
ue a oe ra Chat with the stars, who 
e more than ha to si 
pen bas © sign autographs and 
To enter, simply answer the question below 
and send your entry on a postcard along with 
your email address (if applicable), name. 
address, and daytime telephone number to 
Peter Pan Competition, KOS Media, Apple 
Barn, Smeeth, Ashford, Kent TN25 6SR. The 
Closing date is October 30, 2009. 
QUESTION: Who is playing Captain Hook in 
this year’s pantomime at the Marlowe theatre? 
No purchase necessary an 
For our full Terms and Cae > 
Conditions please visit 


www.kentnews.co.uk, = 8 “ 


or for a posted copy q 
of the T&Cs call 01303 _ ‘ , 
817073. ? #4 


¢ If you do not wish 
to receive any litera- 


r 

7 
ture please write ‘no g 
literature’ on your entry. Mf) 


Experience the Marlowe,Theatre Arena first 


Stephen K Amos 


Award-winning comic 


Jane McDonald as seen on ABBA Gold & An Evening with 
The star of ‘Loose Women’ ‘Mock The Week’ and Bee Gees UK Rick Wakeman 
live in concert ‘Have | Got News For You’ and Guests 


Thursday 26 November 
7.30pm 


Friday 27 November 
7.30pm 


Saturday 28 November 
7.30pm 


Tuesday 24 November 
7.30pm 


Grumpy Old 


Women 
Chin Up Britain 
Starring Roy G Hemming's Elvis At Christmas 
Jenny Eciair, Motown On Tour Starring 
Wendi Poters Featuring Live on Stage World Champion 


Hayley Westenra 


and The classic hits of Four Tops, Elvis Tribute Artist, 
in Concert Susie Blake Temptations, Supremes & more Lee ‘Memphis’ King 
Sunday 29 November Monday 7 December Monday 14 December Friday 18 December 
7.30pm 7.30pm 7.30pm 7.30pm 


or - 
nv" 


mre heen sad 


aN Box 2% O)) ONT: wore 
eet RBUR : One ws : 


